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HGA Board Candidates
Vote on ballot provided

•  3 get 3-year term
•  2 get 2-year term
•  2 get 1-year term

(see story, p. 19)

Have a Happy Thanksgiving — 
however you celebrate!
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2021 Budget: No increase for coming year
	 On Thursday af­
ternoon, Oct. 15, the 
HGA Board of Direc­
tors approved the 
proposed budget for 
2021. Earlier that day, 
the HGMD Board had 
approved their portion 
of the 2021 budget.
	 The budget calls 
for no increase in 
fees, compared to 
2020. While some 
households might see 
their fees go up or go 
down $1-3, the aver­
age budget will stay 
the same.
	 The combined 
budget for 2021 totals 
$13,911,979. Of that, 
$1,516,758 is HG­
MD’s portion (See de­
tails in the right side­
bar.)
	 The Budget & Fi­
nance (B&F) Commit­
tee, which prepared 
the budget, had the 
option of decreasing 
annual fees by about 
$7 per month. B&F 
elected to not rec­
ommend lower fees; 
therefore, the sur­
plus money will go to 
help fund the short­
fall in the HG Capital 
Reserve program. 
There will be increased contributions to the HGA Capi­
tal Reserve of $191,522 and HGMD Capital Reserve of 
$128,006.
	 Overall costs for HGA are expected to decrease in 
2021. Costs increased for HGMD, as revenue is expected 
to decrease, largely due to COVID-19, and its effect on the 
Clubhouse and Rendezvous Restaurant. The restaurant 
is expected to lose $66,000 in 2021, although in recent 
years it has lost double that amount. The Golf Course is 
budgeted to lose $171,440 in 2021, which is slightly less 
than it lost in 2020 ($200,926 actual, first three quarters, 
plus a forecast for the last quarter). The Clubhouse sub­
sidy for 2021 is $693,290. The total subsidy budgeted for 
the three HGMD cost centers is $931,134.
	 A budget surplus from 2019 of $467,370 (confirmed 

in the HG audit by outside auditors) was rolled into the 
2021 budget, which helped to bring down the budget’s 
bottom line. 
	 Items increasing the budget for both entities included 
insurance, wages and benefits, and operating expens­
es. Items that decreased the budget included water and 
sewer charges, and gas and electric. HG negotiated and 
locked in a rate for gas, effective June 2020 that has 
proved advantageous to the community.
	 Some details where the budget increased are a 20 
percent rise in the custodial department, to hire more 
custodians and provide seven-days-a-week cleaning, 
due to COVID-19 requirements. Maintenance, including 
roof and elevators repairs, is budgeted to increase. An 
average three percent increase in wages for employees 

See 2021 Budget…page 26
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 Extra! Extra! Information for you – Extra! Extra! Information for you –

 A very wise man named Edward Murphy once coined 
the phrase, “If something can go wrong it will,” to describe 
the contrary nature of the universe. What has been offi­
cially recognized as “Murphy’s Law” certainly applies to 
a complex organism like Heather Gardens (HG). With its 
many interconnected parts and diverse population, hard­
ly a day goes by without an event occurring that affects a 
segment of our community
 It may be something benign like the canceling of an 
event, or something urgent and unexpected like a fire or 
a crippling snowstorm. No matter what, the problem has 
always been how to get the word out quickly, and cost-ef­
ficiently.
 Fortunately, the electronic age has given us all the 
tools we need to handle the situation. For most of us, 
we’re already involved with it to some extent. If there’s 
a telephone in your life, either an old-fashioned one that 
plugs into the wall or a cell phone that keeps you com­
pany no matter where you are, you’re all set. Or if you 
regularly check your email on your desk-top computer, 
laptop or cell phone, you’re good to go.
 Now all that remains to be done is eliminate the be­
leaguered person in the HG office who has to be certain 
all residents are contacted. That is where Pilera comes 

in. It’s simple to get involved with Pilera. 
 All you need do is visit heathergardens.org on the 
internet. There is a rotating green banner ad directly be­
neath the photo at the top of the page that you can click 
and follow to the enrollment page for Pilera. On that page 
you should identify yourself, choose which two of the four 
ways you’d like to be alerted when HG needs to contact 
you, then hit the “Submit” button at the bottom. Also, 
please be aware that if there are multiple people in your 
household who you want notified, each party should fill 
out their own individual enrollment form.
 If you don’t have internet access, you can pick up an 
enrollment form at the Reception Desk of the Clubhouse 
during their normal hours of 8 am to 8 pm every day. 
Remember to submit a separate form for each household 
member you want notified.
 Note that if you don’t sign up for Pilera, you will no 
longer receive notifications from HG regarding meetings, 
emergencies, scheduled maintenance, etc. Additionally, 
if you have already filled out the form and/or enrolled in 
Pilera, you do not need to do so again.
	 – Warren Byrne, CP4
	 HG Communications Committee

Highlights of HGMD Operations:
For the month ended September 2020

	 Budget	 Actual
Clubhouse Profit (loss)	 ($34,678)	 ($52,842)
Golf Profit (loss) 	 ($13,133)	 ($10,584)
Restaurant Profit (loss)	 ($  9,531)	 ($  9,580)

Year to date through September 2020
	 Budget	 Actual
Clubhouse Profit (loss)	 ($462,386)	  ($421,478)
Golf Profit (loss)	 ($115,833)	 ($186,260)
Restaurant Profit (loss)	 ($  81,696) 	  ($150,202)

Enterprise Fund
		  Revenue through September was $1,617,845, which 
is about $539,000 less than expected. Enterprise Ex­
penses through September were $1,522,000, which is 
about $706,000 less than anticipated. 
	 Clubhouse and Rendezvous Restaurant revenue con­
tinue to be less than budgeted — essentially due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. As some pandemic restrictions are 
eased, the revenue is expected to improve, but will not be 
at budgeted levels for this year. 
		  Golf revenue for the year has been impacted by the 

pandemic, although not to the extent of the Clubhouse 
and Rendezvous Restaurant. Expenses for the Club­
house and Rendezvous are much less than expected. 
Golf expenses are more than expected primarily due to 
“heroes” pay, which ended as of Sept. 30. 

Restricted Funds
	 •	 Conservation Trust Fund (Lottery). HGMD re­
ceived a quarterly distribution of $4,576 in September. 
Year-to-date income has been $12,929 and expenses 
have been $1,695. As of Sept. 30, the lottery bank ac­
count had a balance of $139,997.
	 •	 Foundation Fund. The Foundation received $25 in 
donations in September. Year-to-date donations have 
been $340. Foundation funds of $6,969 have been spent 
on HGMD projects. As of Sept. 30, the Foundation Bank 
account had a balance of $34,579. In addition, the Foun­
dation has  CDs of $150,000.
	 •	 Debt Service Fund. Through September, HGMD 
has received $542,569 in property taxes and $29,086 in 
specific ownership taxes. As of Sept. 30, the Zion Bank 
held $662,225 to pay future principal and interest pay­
ments. The next principal and interest payment totaling 
$424,050 will be due on Dec. 1.

Pilera: a warning system for residentsPilera: a warning system for residents

HGMD Treasurer’s report to boardHGMD Treasurer’s report to board
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	  The Oct. 15 Special Meeting of the HGMD Board 
of Directors was scheduled at 10 am to approve its por­
tion of the 2021 HG budget, so that the HGA Board could 
approve the full budget later that day. The board unani­
mously voted in favor of the proposed budget. 
	 HGMD also approved the budget resolution, certifi­
cation of the mill levy, and the appropriation of funds. The 
board quickly opened, then closed, the public-hearing 
section of the budget process, when no comments came 
from the audience, attending via Zoom. No actual figures 
were presented at this meeting (See page 5 for figures).

• • •
	 The meeting took an unexpected turn, when discord 
arose among some board members regarding the re­
moval of a committee chair earlier that month. President 
David Funk announced that Rita Effler no longer would 
chair the Clubhouse/Restaurant Committee (CRC), and 
would serve as a director at-large, with no committee as­
signment. He stated the matter would be addressed in an 
executive session of the board on Nov. 19.
	 Funk also announced Director Fran Clemens, CP4, 
is resigning from the board, effective Nov. 1. She is mov­
ing to Oklahoma, he said. Applications would be solicited 
from eligible electors interested in filling her seat.
	 Funk stated he was treating the removal of Effler 
from her chair in the same manner as one does person­
nel matters, which are discussed only in executive ses­
sion. 
	 “I have tried to be discreet,” he said. “Complaints 
were received.” 
	 Effler chose to discuss the matter publicly, however, 
stating she was sorry to be removed. 
	 “Apparently, I tried to talk to (restaurant) staff. I’ve 
been forbidden to do that,” she said.
	 (In 2017, in a contentious period on the HGMD Board 
— during which HG’s controller resigned, and a director 
was recalled from the board, for the first time in HG his­
tory — a protocol was approved stating that HGMD di­
rectors are not allowed to question, make demands of, or 
otherwise talk to HGA employees. HGMD Directors must 
send their questions through the HGMD President, who 
acts as a liaison to HGA and its employees.)
	 Effler added, “I want people to know that I tried to get 

an item on today’s agenda, and was stonewalled.”
	 Effler’s committee had been working on a business 
plan for HG’s restaurant. Funk stated the board “gra­
ciously accepts” the business plan for the restaurant sub­
mitted by the CRC. He added the board would review 
and discuss the plan at a future meeting, and thanked the 
committee for all its hard work.
	 CRC member Gwen Alexander, B215, reported the 
committee had been charged with “putting together this 
plan. 
	 “I wrote it,” she stated, “the committee members liked 
Effler as a chair, and felt their time, voluntarily invested to 
develop the plan, was being wasted.” The entire commit­
tee was resigning, Alexander and Deb Smith, CP2, said, 
except for Eloise Laubach, who had just joined it.
	 Funk responded he was “disappointed it came to this, 
as well.” He added he would speak with Effler privately.
	 The board approved a capital expenditure, to com­
plete HG’s portion of the pedestrian crossway between 
the Clubhouse parking lot and Maintenance Building, in­
stalled by the city of Aurora. Four years in the making, 
Funk said the project cost of approximately $25,000 
would come from the $75,000 payment, which had been 
made to HG by The Parq apartment houses. (The Parq 
made the payment to help mitigate inconveniences from 
additional traffic generated by that development.) 
	 General Manager Calvin White explained that HG 
was paving a new sidewalk running between the street 
and the Maintenance Building, which would comply with 
ADA regulations to give an access that did not involve 
stairs.
	 Funk added the city had nearly completed its work on 
the crosswalk.
	  “Our piece of the work is not done.” He added that 
this project and the one to remove the underground gas 
tank would be two significant items on HGMD’s to-do list 
that are completed this year.
	 The board approved replacing all battery packs in the 
23 golf cars, at a cost of $24,000 — a capital expenditure. 
Treasurer Bill Archambault remarked this was a savings 
of $19,000 from the $43,000 that had been budgeted for 
golf-car renovation.

Director resigns; Restaurant Committee 
chair removed, members resign en masse

See Rendezvous…page 10

Draft restaurant business planDraft restaurant business plan
{Editor’s Note: This is the executive summary of the full 
business plan drafted for Rendezvous Restaurant, which 
is too long to publish here.}
	 The Heather Gardens Clubhouse/Restaurant Com­
mittee was directed to develop a Rendezvous Restaurant 
Re-imagined business plan by Heather Gardens Metro 
District President David Funk at the end of July 2020. The 
committee followed directions for considering outcomes 
and implications of a recent  Rendezvous Restaurant 

survey of Heather Gardens (HG) homeowners, tenants, 
and other customers, using their imagination, innovative 
ideas, and research. The plan was completed September 
2020 and submitted to David Funk, October 1, 2020.
	 The Heather Gardens Association (HGA) manages 
the Rendezvous Restaurant under a Management Agree­
ment with the Heather Gardens Metro District (HGMD), 
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which owns the restaurant and the business enterprise. 
Because the restaurant was closed for several months in 
early 2020, reopened partially in the summer, and antic­
ipates curtailed business through the remainder of 2020 
and the following year, this business plan assumes full 
service beginning in 2022. There is not a budget attached 
to the plan due to the unpredictability of the future; how­
ever, the full-service date allows for a year to plan for the 
restaurant’s 2022 budget.
	 Because the French word “rendezvous” is both a 
verb for gathering and a noun for the place of gathering, 
the new concept for the restaurant is based on histor­
ic gatherings of the Native Americans, French trappers, 
gold miners, wagon trains, cowboys, soldiers, and others 
who discovered, passed through, settled, and participat­
ed in a rendezvous in the 1800s Denver/Colorado City 
area where HG  is now located. Décor, menu design, and 
“good home cooking” will reflect this concept.
	 When pandemic restrictions are lifted, Rendezvous 
Restaurant will be open five days a week (Monday–Fri­
day), 7 am–7 pm for breakfast, lunch, and dinner in the 
former banquet room. Saturday breakfast and lunch will 
be served. A Sunday brunch, 10 am–2 pm, served buffet 
style may also be a weekly or monthly event provided by 
the restaurant.
	 Weekend afternoons and evenings will be dedicat­
ed to special events with Rendezvous catering in the 
main dining room/pool-side patio area. The parties, cel­
ebrations, and special events have produced the most 
revenue in the past. There will be emphasis on increas­
ing this service. This part of the restaurant will also be 
used for weekday club and business meetings, as well as 
overflow from the smaller dining room. Part of the larger 
dining room will be designed as a larger bar/lounge for 
entertainment and televised sports and other events. 
	 The restaurant will also provide catering for other 
Clubhouse rooms that have been rented. 
	 Marketing of the Rendezvous Restaurant and Ren­
dezvous Event venue will be greatly expanded with a 
specific employee dedicated to advertising in print and 
online, signage, making reservations and arrangements 
for special events, and representing the restaurant and 
events venue as appropriate (wedding planners, clubs, 
associations, etc.). The target market for weekday dining 
is HG residents. The target market for the events venue 
includes HG residents and others who are looking for an 
attractive location with catering for their meetings, par­
ties, weddings and other gatherings. 
	 The business plan in general addresses the full 
meaning of marketing, which is more than advertising 
and giving out coupons. A product or service that devel­
ops a good reputation through being the best in its class 
will have word-of-mouth recommendations and more re­
peat sales. 
	 At HG, the best restaurant is defined by survey re­
spondents as a friendly, quiet place that provides fast 

service and good food. It is necessary to have the best, 
friendly, and competent staff. This plan emphasizes the 
need to have full-time (at least 30 hours per week) res­
taurant employees who are paid at the same scale as 
other HG maintenance, grounds, golf, and administrative 
employees with benefits such as health care, sick leave, 
and vacations in order to retain competent employees 
and provide the pleasant ambiance expected by custom­
ers.
	 The restaurant industry as a whole is suffering from 
consequences of social distancing due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This is expected to last into the indefinite fu­
ture. Predictions are that up to a quarter of the restau­
rants in the Denver metro area will or have already gone 
out of business. 
	 Rendezvous Restaurant is in a unique situation with 
a subsidy from homeowners that will ensure its survival. 
It has the ability to reposition itself as a neighborhood 
restaurant that is also an attractive event venue. Although 
over 500 restaurants are (or were before the pandemic) 
located within a five-mile radius of Heather Gardens, its 
distinctive attractions are convenience of the location, a 
nearby gathering place with friendly neighbors, consist­
ently good food and service, and a known safe place.
	 The Rendezvous Restaurant is unique in many ways. 
It is located in the Clubhouse of an over-55 communi­
ty, operated by a homeowner association, subsidized 
by homeowner fees, and is an appreciated amenity. By 
emphasizing both the neighborhood restaurant aspects 
and the special events venue that provides pleasant sur­
roundings and superior catering service, it can continue 
to be a relevant amenity for Heather Gardens. 
 – Rita Effler, B232, chair; Gwen Alexander, B215; 

Janet Arce, B232; Jerry Brewster, B215; Eloise 
Laubach, B209; Deb Smith, CP2; Bill Wilson, B210

Former Clubhouse/Restaurant Committee 

Rendezvous…from page 7

General Election Voting Information
	 Ballots were mailed in mid-October to all active 
registered voters. There is no requirement to apply for 
an absentee ballot in Colorado.
	 Return Your Ballot: Send your voted ballot back 
by mail with paid postage or deliver it to any ballot 
drop-off location by 7 pm Nov. 3. No postage is re­
quired to use a 24-hour ballot box.
	 Heather Gardens has a ballot box located next to 
the tennis courts. Ballot Boxes are open from Oct. 9–
Nov. 3, 7 pm.
	 Track Your Ballot: Use the free Ballot Track to 
check the status of your ballot online, and to sign up to 
receive text, email or phone messages when your bal­
lot has been received by Arapahoe County Elections.
	 Voting in Person: Heather Gardens is a Polling 
Center Location from Oct. 30–Nov. 3. Polling Hours:  
8 am–5 pm. (Closed Sunday, Nov. 1.) Tuesday  
Nov. 3: 7 am–7 pm.
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	 This month I need to share with you some of the 
“behind the scenes” discussions and activities about 
COVID-19 — what it means to Heather Gardens (HG). 
When the community sought to “open” various amenities, 
I want you to know the “whys” of the situations. If you 
know what had to be done before opening various HG 
areas and what has to be done during the use of the facil­
ities, it will be a bit easier to accept any restrictions. 
	 Tri-County Health (TCH) is the agency in Arapa­
hoe County that sets the regulations for managing the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the county. They are the ones 
who dictate the “rules.” The greatest challenge is that 
these “rules” change often, sometimes day-to-day. 
	 Following are some of the latest ones that HG re­
ceived from TCH in their last update. 
	 Individual Requirements: Residents are encouraged 
to stay at home, follow social distancing recommenda­
tions, and leave their residence only to perform or uti­
lize necessary activities. Mask wearing is essential when 
meeting other people.

Level 1 Relevant Counties:  Arapahoe, Douglas,  
El Paso, Larimer
	 a.	 Public and private gatherings:  limited to 25 individ­
uals (unless otherwise regulated, e.g. restaurants, places 
of worship, office-based businesses). 
	 b.	 Indoor Events: may be conducted at 50 percent of 

posted occupancy not to exceed 175 people per room. 
	 c.	 Recreation including gyms, recreation centers and 
indoor pools may operate at 25 percent capacity not to 
exceed 50 patrons, whichever is less, per room indoors 
or per activity or area outdoors. Gyms must maintain 
6-feet distancing between patrons. All individuals must 
wear face coverings in accordance with statewide mask 
mandate.

		 All Business Requirements:  
	 a.	  Face Coverings — comply with statewide mask 
mandate.
	 b.	 Maintain 6-foot separation between employees. 
	 c.	 Clean and disinfect all high-touch areas and com­
mon spaces between use.
	 d.	 Ensure proper ventilation.

Disease Prevention Measures for Customers —  
Employers MUST take all the following measures.
	 •	 Encourage social distancing
	 •	 Protective face coverings are required in public in­
door spaces pursuant to statewide mask mandate. 
	 •	 Provide hand sanitizer at entrances where possible. 
	 •	 Use contactless payment solutions. 
	 •	 No touch trash cans, etc. wherever possible. 
	 •	 Gyms must maintain 6-feet distancing between pa­
trons. Discourage sharing of equipment. Clean and disin­
fect equipment between users.

Houses of worship
	 May operate at 50 percent of the posted occupancy 
limits indoors, not to exceed 50 people, whichever is less. 
Extra large establishments may expand to no more than 
100 patrons indoors per room within their usable space 
using the Distancing Space Calculator. (HG has one of 
these). 
	 I hope that this review sheds some light on the issues 
that HG staff face during the crisis. These rules change 
often. HG makes every effort to comply with them on a 
daily basis. After all, it is for your safety.

HGA Board
President
Reports

By Jill Bacon

Unita Courns (222)
Mary Khalife (former 234)
Vi Mills (former 234)
Richard Peterson (222)

IN MEMORIAM

See HGA…page 27

Ballots readied, testing of Starry  
Internet goes forward

	 On Oct. 2, the HGA Board of Directors held a special 
meeting, to finalize the format of the ballot to elect new 
directors. Of the seven openings on the board, three will 
be for three-year terms, two for two-year terms, and two 
for one-year terms.
	 Directors discussed, then decided to not list all candi­
dates in a single column, and let the number of votes in­
dicate which director would earn which term. Since it was 
possible to vote for all seven candidates, some feared too 
many tie votes could result.
	 The board discussed putting three columns on the 
ballot, allowing voters to indicate who they wish to be 
elected to which length of term. In the event of a tie vote, 
directors, including all directors-elect who are not in­
volved in the tie, would vote to break the tie. In the end, 
the ballot was returned to the Election Committee for fur­

ther refinement. 
	 Committee Chair Mark Nading stated, “I can get it 
done by the 8th,” acknowledging General Manager Cal­
vin White’s statement that there was pressure to mail 
budget information soon. The election ballot was to be 
mailed with the summary budget and ballot whether to 
veto the budget.

• • •
	 All directors attend­
ed the Oct. 20 meeting 
of the HGA Board of 
Directors. President Jill 
Bacon announced the 
Area Representative 
Organization (ARO) 



12     Heather ’n Yon, November 2020



Heather ’n Yon, November 2020    13



14     Heather ’n Yon, November 2020

 On Friday, Oct. 16, I delivered 
a check to the Heather Gardens 
Association (HGA) for $1,382. It was 
the fourth check this year, which cov­
ers my contract-required payment to 
HGA. That’s right — Heather ’n Yon 
is edited and published by a contrac­
tor to HGA, an arrangement that suc­
cessfully began in 1991.
 This year, the total paid to HGA is 
$5,404. It is listed on the HG budget 
as profit sharing, but I started calling 
it a licensing fee when it became a 
fixed percentage of the revenue. I 
pay HGA to use the name of this 
newsmagazine, Heather ’n Yon.
 You, the residents of HG, benefit 
because none of your monthly fees 
are required to cover the costs of 
producing this monthly newsmaga­
zine. You have a monthly publication 
that focuses on publishing stories 
that recap board meetings, about in­
teresting residents and your events/
clubs/activities. Residents are invited 
to share their essays or stories. Each 
month, I try to have at least two fea­
tures about or written by residents.
 Once 4-color publications were 
affordable — you got to see resi­
dents partaking in multiple activities. 
Heather ’n Yon then expanded the 
number of photographs it ran. Part 
time photographers have joined the 
staff — enhancing the visual appeal 
to a reader. More photographs sent 
by residents can now be readily 
shared with everyone. All of this at no 
cost to you.
 My staff of residents and non­
residents who help produce Heather 
’n Yon every month has grown over 
the years. In 1997 when I took over 
Donadsons, Inc., there were just 
six. My parents, Bob and Helen 
Donaldson, Advertising Manager 
Cindy Crockett, and Ham and Marie 
Noll who managed delivering the 
newsmagazine to the resident’s door.
 The delivery folks have changed 
most often. Mildred Hiegert took 
the reins from the Nolls. Then Mary 
Hafka took charge, followed by Chet 
Flickinger. Then Rich Richardson be­

came the delivery manager. He tells 
me that he has done it for six years. 
Soon Rich will be “passing the baton” 
to Dave and Debbie Madril. (My hus­
band Bob Neu has been, on occa­
sion an enthusiastic substitute.)
 When Mary Hafka was no longer 
a director on the HGMD Board, she 
became a regular writer for Heather 
’n Yon. She covers board meetings 
and those committee meetings that 
are likely to be newsworthy. For a 
while, she interviewed residents and 
wrote the feature article about them. 
Currently, she writes a monthly col­
umn and manages the classified ad 
section — an effort for which I am 
eternally grateful.
 Other writers have included 
Milt Lepkin (column writer), Chet 
Flickinger and currently Dala Giffin, 
who writes features. It was fun to add 
Denise McCammon this year as a 
feature writer, letting her recount her 
years of being a tour guide for bus 
tours in the West.
 When Cindy Crockett retired, 
Tammy Sillstrop took over as ad­
vertising manager. She brought an 
expertise in graphics that has made 
the ads in this newsmagazine much 
more professional. Plus, she had 
previous newspaper advertising ex­
perience.
 When I realized that editing, writ­
ing, accounting and business man­
aging was taxing me — I added a 
bookkeeper to make deposits from 
advertisers and manage subscrip­
tions. Mavis Richardson did that job 
for several years. When she stepped 
aside, Debbie Madril took over.
 My first staff photographer was 
a friend from high school, Suzanne 
Shaff, then resident Jeannie Girard 
volunteered. When her health limited 
what she could cover, Anne Hummel-
Gillis was an enthusiastic replace­
ment. Recently, Janis Farrell has 
been sharing duties with Anne.
 I couldn’t do this monthly news­
magazine without the help of these 
talented people, numbering eight.

• • •

 Beginning about four years ago, 
Donaldsons, Inc., was asked by HG 
to help sell advertising for the annu­
al telephone directory. It was hoped 
that such revenue would offset what 
it cost to print the directory — and it 
has. For the last two years, after the 
HG employee who spearheaded the 
production of the directory left for 
another job, Donaldsons, Inc. was 
asked to manage that project.
 This year (2020), HG’s share in 
the revenue from advertising sold 
was $6,412.50. Revenue from sell­
ing advertising is split 50-50 between 
Donaldsons, Inc. and HG. 
 What services does my compa­
ny provide besides selling the ads? 
We develop the graphics for the ads, 
getting advertiser approval, then 
prepare the  layout (where ads are 
placed). We contract with the ad­
vertisers, then bill them. If there is a 
delinquent advertiser, we pursue the 
debt or write it off. We absorb cred­
it card charges when the advertiser 
chooses to pay that way.
 I provide a second source for 
editing the directory entries, which 
are maintained by Michelle Audet in 
the HG Management Office. (FYI: I 
compare the directory listings to the 
names of residents who have ap­
peared in “In Memoriam,” erasing 
the names of residents who have 
died. Publishing a phone number for 
a deceased resident does not make 
sense.) Then I and my staff prepare 
the directory for publication, deliver 
it to the printer and review the proof, 
making changes if needed.
 Currently, Audet has asked Area 
Representatives to update the direc­
tory listing for their buildings. If you 
have not signed a form that permits 
HG to publish your name and phone 
number in the directory, it will appear 
as “unlisted” in the 2021 directory. 
Calling Audet will not change this 
requirement — it is Colorado law for 
homeowners associations.
 If you have previously approved 
your directory listing, but need to 
make changes, Audet can do this for 
you. (Call 303-755-0652, then follow 
prompts, or email Michelle.Audet@
HeatherGardensmail.com.)
 All sales of ads and changes to 
the directory are scheduled to be 
done before Christmas. The direc­
tory goes to the printer just after the 
December holidays so you get your 
telephone directory in January.

by Lynn Donaldson, Editor of Heather ’n Yon

Heather ’n Yon is published 
without charging residents

Publisher ’s Corner
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 I hope everyone is staying healthy and safe during 
these difficult times.  As many of you have seen from our 
past email notifications, Heather Gardens (HG) contin­
ues to work at re-opening facilities and activities.  We are 
being extremely cautious through this process, consult­
ing with Tri-County Health every step of the way. At the 
time I am writing this article, the most recent update from 
Tri-County Health was Oct. 16, 2020.  We have been us­
ing roughly a two-week schedule for evaluating activities, 
but sometimes, as recommendations change, it may take 
a little longer to adjust plans.
 I understand that many residents and employees, 
myself included, are growing weary of this pandemic, but 
it is just as important today as it was back in April that we 
follow CDC Guidelines:
	 • Wear a mask.
	 • Stay at least six feet 
away from others.
	 • Stay home if you are 
sick, except to get medical 
care.
	 • Get tested if you de­
velop an illness that could 
be COVID-19.
	 • Wash your hands 
frequently with soap and 
warm water for at least 20 
seconds.
	 • If you do test posi­
tive, cooperate with public 
health workers when they 
contact you.
 On Oct. 16, Tri-County 
Health Department issued 
an Emergency Public Health Order to help suppress the 
virus: “In response to recent increases in COVID-19 case 
rates and related data, the Tri-County Health Department, 
in coordination with Arapahoe County and its 13 munic­
ipalities, is implementing measures designed to slow 
case increases in Arapahoe County.
 “This emergency public health order is an attempt 
to lower the increasing cases of COVID-19 in order to 
protect the health of our community and avoid the need 
for further reductions in community activities such as 
businesses, schools, and houses of worship in Arapahoe 

County,” said John M. Douglas, Jr., MD, Executive 
Director of Tri-County Health Department. 
 “I know it gets old and that everyone has COVID fa­
tigue, but there is strong reason to believe that infection 
could further spread and hospitalizations increase as we 
move further into the fall and winter.  There will be light at 
the end of the tunnel as new vaccines become available, 
and we just cannot let our guard down yet.”
 “The Emergency Public Health Order, which goes 
into effect at 11 pm Friday, Oct. 16, requires the following 
changes for Arapahoe County residents and businesses:
	 • All alcohol sales within the county will end at 11 pm 
instead of midnight.
	 • Personal gatherings (such as groupings of families, 
friends and neighbors) are restricted to 10 people or few­
er, instead of the 25-person limit.
	 • Nonessential, office-based businesses are encour­
aged to increase telecommuting within office-based en­
vironments.
 “The order is slated to expire at 11:59 pm Sunday, 
Nov. 1, unless otherwise extended. Please keep close 
attention for updates as this order will either be extended 
or adjusted based on the number of cases over the time 
the mandate is in effect.
 “There are several reasons for these steps. First, Tri-
County Health Department’s contact tracing and case 
investigation have revealed that many people who have 
tested positive for COVID-19 have attended private gath­
erings during their time of likely exposure.  Second, lim­
iting sale of alcohol has been an effective step in other 
jurisdictions, including statewide, following restrictions 
during July. Third, we are seeing a growing number of 
outbreaks across the county, many of which are related 
to places of employment.
 “According to the state’s dial dashboard tracking sys­
tem, Arapahoe County’s COVID-19 incidence rate has 
climbed in recent weeks to 192.6 and its test positivity 
rate has increased to 5.1 percent, which shows com­
munity spread. The incidence rate is consistent with the 
State’s Safer at Home Level 3 Dashboard metrics, while 
the positivity rate is almost double what it was several 
weeks ago. Moreover, the County’s early monitoring fecal 
system shows that these increases will continue at least 
into next week before they might level off. The County’s 
hospitalization rates still remain within an acceptable 
range.”
 “No one wants to see our communities and econo­
my return to the widespread shutdowns we had this past 
spring,” said Arapahoe County Board of Commissioners 
Chair Nancy N. Sharpe. “If we implement these mitigation 
measures now, we may be able to reverse these trends. 
It’s up to everyone to continue to do their part to stop the 
spread of the virus.”
 The County has been implementing mitigation mea­
sures in collaboration with its cities and health depart­

Meet & Greet with General Manager Calvin White:  
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 8–9:30 am, Zoom Meeting — Join Calvin White for a roundtable discussion  

on a variety of topics. This is your opportunity to ask your burning questions.

See GM White…page 26

By Calvin White
General Manager

Management
Tri-County Health’s 
latest Public Health 

Order: Safer at 
Home Level 1
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It was Remembrance Day in our town,
And the people came from all around,

They came to honor those resting here,
Sons and daughters and others so dear.

And one by one they found their way,
Hoping to hear the words said today.
Words that help them to understand.
Why loved ones are in God’s hands.

And when I looked out not far away,
I saw an old soldier ready to pray.
Standing straight like soldiers do,
Soldiers who fight for me and you.

And when the bugler began to play,
Sounds you always hear this Day,
He stood straighter like long ago,
Holding back tears ready to flow.

And when our flag went up the pole,
It was if something touched his soul.
He raised his hand to salute them all,
An old soldier who answered the call.

He then turned to the Rows of White, 
Saying something with all his might.

It was a prayer these deaths will end,
For all the women and all the men.

Then a quiet stillness filled the air,
With soft voices heard everywhere.

They were saying and saying as one,
Peace be with you — our work is done.

In our hearts there should always be,
A place for those who keep us free.

The freedom we have and call a right,
We owe to those in the Rows of White.

– Bud Sexton
B243

Summer has come to an end.
Fall winds cold and crisp begin.
Leaves that turn colors and fall,

A special season for all.
Leaving trees to bend not break,

From the snow that will accumulate.
Nature gives, in so many ways,
One, we can cherish always.

One more year is just about gone
I look forward to another one.

– Ben Shultz

The Rows of White

Summer’s End

Fall photos by Bonnie Williams, B232
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When ballots were delivered to all Heather Gardens Association (HGA) members in October, they looked 
like these replicas (not original size). One key difference from previous HGA Board elections is the re-
quirement to vote what length of term for each candidate: three, two or one year. Follow the instructions 
carefully so that your ballot is not invalidated. Return BOTH ballots in the envelope provided — that is how 

your eligibility to vote in the election will be confirmed. Return your ballots anytime after you complete 
both, but no later than 4 pm Friday, Nov. 20. Do not use these 

images as a substitute ballot.
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 Chair Bev Havens introduced the SEC Committee to 
HG’s new Security Chief Dan Renauer at its meeting on 
Oct. 5. Dan grew up in Chicago, graduating with a de­
gree in Law Enforcement, with an emphasis in Criminal 
Justice. Most of his career has been spent in managing 
Security Officers.
 He is married, has four stepdaughters, and one 
grandchild. He enjoys running and hiking — just about 
anything outdoors. An indoor passion, he loves the game 
of Chess.
 After one week on the job, Renauer shared his goals 
with the committee:
	 • Work with his team members on all of their shifts.
	 • Enhance security — make things better.
	 • Set-up a 30-, 60-, 90-day plan for himself.
	 • Get all team members CPR certified.
	 • Develop IDP (Individual Development Plans) for all 
team members.

• • •
 At its Oct. 13 regular meeting, the Clubhouse/
Restaurant Committee departed from business as usual, 
as HGMD Director Rita Effler announced she had been 
removed as committee chair by HGMD President David 
Funk. Her announcement followed the presentation of a 
business plan for the restaurant, prepared by committee 
member Gwen Alexander. The plan was not intended to 
go into effect until after COVID-19 restrictions had ended.

 Effler noted she had arranged a “field trip” for com­
mittee members into the restaurant, during a time she 
expected it would not be busy. 
 On another occasion, she spoke with some restau­
rant servers, who indicated they were quitting, as they 
couldn’t live on the money HG currently paid them. 
 Effler said she asked them, “What would it take for 
you to stay? Apparently, I upset some people.”
 Effler’s announcement overshadowed Alexander’s 
presentation of the restaurant plan, which included recom­
mendations that the restaurant be renamed Rendezvous 
Café, and move into the smaller Banquet Room, to offer a 
quiet, cozy dining experience. The larger restaurant area 
could be used for banquets, parties, games, music, and 
generally noisier activities.
 The plan recommended that the café be decorated in 
a style reminiscent of 1880s Colorado, possibly reflecting 
elements of Native America, fur trappers, wagon trains, 
cattle trails and mining, which tie into the Rocky Mountain 
Rendezvous, 1825-1840, an annual gathering at which 
trappers and mountain men sold their furs and hides, and 
replenished their supplies. The plan urged, “hire a profes­
sional designer, who knows restaurants.”
 Other plan recommendations included that all restau­
rant employees be full-time, with benefits, to retain good 
workers; and use the front patio, which is visible from 
South Heather Gardens Way, to promote the restaurant.

 The Month (October)



Heather ’n Yon, November 2020    23

 The committee passed a motion to recommend 
amending the Management Agreement with HGA. The 
motion, prepared by Effler, read, “Based on the per­
formance by HGA as the management company for 
the Rendezvous Restaurant, I recommend that the 
Committee request HGMD to amend the Management 
Agreement with HGA and remove the Restaurant from 
HGA management and operations. I further recommend 
that HGMD consider another management situation for 
all holdings of HGMD and/or request a proposal from con­
cessionaires/lessees for the Rendezvous Restaurant.” 
Effler commented that, if an outside management com­
pany had been running HG’s restaurant, its performance 
probably would not be considered satisfactory. 
 Neither the restaurant plan, nor the motion regard­
ing the Management Agreement were considered at the  
Oct. 15 meeting of the HGMD. Funk indicated one or 
more items could be taken up at the November meeting. 

• • •
 The HG Golf Course continued to generate re­
cord-setting revenues throughout September, aided by 
warm weather and the COVID-inspired resurgence in 
golf’s popularity. Rounds played ran 24 percent ahead 
of projections, while revenues generated by golf lessons 
and golf-shop sales boomed, Golf Pro Greg Kohr report­
ed at the Oct. 13 meeting of the Golf Committee.
 Golf expenses, however, were higher than expected, 
mostly due to the “heroes-pay” incentive, which ended 
Sept. 30. The course also purchased some city water for 
irrigation, due to the region’s drought conditions. City wa­
ter is more costly; however, the irrigation season for the 
course has essentially ended.
 Work on golf course structures — walls and por­
ta-potties — continues. Course Superintendent Brian 
Benko reported that Roads & Grounds staff had helped 
with the work, which turned out to be more extensive than 
expected.

• • •
 For a few days, both HG Security vehicles were in­
operable. One was quickly repaired; the other was towed 
away. Officers continued patrolling the neighborhood, in 
maintenance vehicles. One vehicle, on East Marina Drive, 
was thought to be a decoy that discouraged non-resi­
dents from joy riding on the street until it was towed for 
repairs on Oct. 20. 

Subscriptions: To accommodate owners, who wish to 
receive Heather ’n Yon while away, the publisher has a 
subscription policy. Provide a forwarding address, plus 
a check for $3 (payable to Heather ’n Yon) for each 
issue desired. Annual subscription is $36. You may 
drop off your check with address information and what 
month the subscription should start at the HG Manage­
ment Office. Alternatively, mail to Heather ’n Yon, c/o 
Lynn Donaldson, 13731 East Hamilton Dr, Aurora, CO 
80014. Past issues (2008–20) are available on www.
heathergardens.org/Resource Center.

That Was…
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Photos by Janis 
Farrell and  

Jay Bluestein, 
B223  

HG residents found ways to have fun before Halloween

Right: Rendezvous 
Restaurant re-opened for 
indoors dining with fewer 

tables that are more widely 
spaced. Propane heaters 

were purchased by the HG 
Foundation to extend out-

door dining. Photos by Anne 
Hummel-Gillis
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Wine & Cheese Social held in Clubhouse parking lot

HG residents who participated  
obviously enjoyed the drinks and 

snacks they brought. Some decided 
that dancing to the music was a 

good way to shake off the calories 
and celebrate being away from 

home after months of  
“staying at home.”

On Oct. 18, the Wine & Cheese social club 
had it first event since February. This time, 
it was held in the Clubhouse parking lot.

Photos by Anne Hummel-Gillis
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has been budgeted based on the metro Denver consum­
er price index, although the actual increase per employee 
may only be 1–5 percent based on performance.
	 Full-time employees (full-time equivalent, FTE) in­
creased by three, to 80, compared to the 2020 actual 
staffing level of 77 FTEs. The budget for part-time em­
ployees stayed the same in 2021 as the 2020 actual ex­
penditures, which were 68 percent over the 2020 budget.
	 A number of expenses loom on the horizon for the 
2022 budget, due to HG’s aging infrastructure. During the 
October Budget Review Meetings, HGA Treasurer John 
Coil suggested he expects fees to rise in 2022.
	 Eligible voters were to receive a budget summary 
and ballot, by mail — which was to be mailed no later 
than Oct. 21 — on which HG members may vote for or 
against vetoing the 2021 budget. Public meetings regard­
ing the proposed budget will be held Nov. 2, 4 and 5, at 
times to be announced. In the same mailing, voters will 
receive a ballot, on which they may vote for HGA Direc­
tors, for the year beginning January 2021 (see cover).
 A more detailed budget is available on the HG web­
site, www.heathergardens.org. At the home page, click 
on the button to the right in the top green banner with 
three lines on it. From the list, select “Important Topics.” 
Click on the top item, Draft 2021 Budget Information.”

Budget…from page 5 GM White…from page 15 

ment since Oct. 2, when the Colorado Department of 
Public Health & Environment formally notified the county 
of its mitigation status. With case counts continuing to 
rise, the County needed to take additional measures to 
satisfy CDPHE’s concerns and stave off more drastic re­
strictions.
 “Our residents have been great at wearing masks 
and implementing the safety protocols — and we need 
you to “Keep It Up,” said Englewood Mayor Linda Olson. 
“With community spread likely coming from people we 
know rather than from strangers, it’s more important than 
ever to stay vigilant and implement these new measures.”
 The County currently sits at Safer at Home Level 1. 
A retreat to Level 2 would trigger a range of new restric­
tions, including tighter capacity limits on offices, busi­
nesses, restaurants and houses of worship; group sports, 
gyms and bars; and even on certain outdoor activities.
 “Our business community has been working diligent­
ly to implement safety protocols for customers and em­
ployees alike in order to survive this unprecedented pan­
demic,” said Arapahoe County Commissioner Bill Holen. 
“These targeted restrictions are an attempt to reduce the 
spread of the virus and not go backwards on capacity lim­
its that could have a devastating impact on our regional 
economy.” 
 For more information on how to reduce virus trans­
mission, visit www.tchd.org or arapahoegov.com/covid19. 
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Encore Brokers Real Estate
25 years of experience

HG Resident
Different than the competition
Elle owns and manages this 

Company
Call for a free consultationElle Pope

303-794-2441 Office
303-912-5650 Cell

had an election of new officers. Elizabeth Bergeron, 
B236, is the ARO’s new president, and Robin O’Meara, 
CP3, is the new ARO vice president.
	 The board approved implementing Phase 1 of the 
Starry Internet implementation plan. Antennas would be 
installed on the roofs of B213, B223, B243 and B244, 
and a receiver on B203, to test for signal strength, speed 
and safety. The agreement with Starry had been amend­
ed, Structure Maintenance Committee Chair Dave Archer 
said, to indemnify HG from legal action. He hoped Phase 
1 of the testing would be completed by Thanksgiving.
	 General Manager Calvin White announced there had 
been a full-price offer on one of the CP4 3-bedroom patio 
homes, newly rebuilt and upgraded to code ($489,900). 
In response to a question, he said he would be sure the 
contract with the realtors selling the houses would be 
posted on HG’s website.
	 The board approved a community survey, to collect 
input and evaluate the receptiveness of the communi­
ty to improve the conditions of Parking Structures (PS) 
1-4, which serve the four-story buildings. Director Susan 
Lambert, who is preparing the survey, said it would strive 
to educate the public, gauge how willing they are to pay 
for repairs, what manner of financing would be preferred, 
and learn what attributes of the project would be most 
important; i.e. improved security. 
	 The board approved retaining a qualified finan­
cial-services advisor, to consult on the best way to fund 
repair of the PSs. Long Range Planning  Committee 
Chair Al Lindeman remarked that services would encom­
pass drawing funds from HG, with a repayment schedule, 
versus borrowing from outside funding sources.
	 Treasurer John Coil moved that the board approve 
amending HG’s Investment Policy, to add annuities as an 
option for investing. The Nice Group/Raymond James, 
has recommended in meetings with the Budget and Fi­
nance Committee in September and October that some 
of HG’s funds purchase short term (3–4 years) fixed or 
fixed-index annuities. Interest rates on these annuities for 
high-quality companies are 1.5–2 percent (after fees) that 

is much better than current CD rates of less than 1 per­
cent or any other products that HG’s current Investment 
Plan allows (e.g. Treasury bills). HG’s Investment Plan 
had not included annuities. 
 Brian Trujillo (Raymond James) noted that investing 
in annuities is a modest amount of credit risk for great­
er yield. It maintains liquidity of HG’s funds when doing 
short-term products. Investment in annuities could be 
done over months, preserving the “laddering” that HG 
prefers.
	 The board approved amending the policy. Coil ex­
plained that only top-notch annuities backed by sound 
banks would be selected, leaving little risk for loss of prin­
cipal. The annuities would not be FDIC insured. However, 
the funds HG has at Key Bank, in excess of $250,000, 
already are not FDIC insured. This deposit of about $2 
million at Key Bank is a trade-off to keep banking fees 
low.
	 The board approved purchasing a John Deere 3046R 
tractor, with a cab and loader, from Potestio Brothers 
Equipment ($52,000). The tractor is $5,665 under budget 
and is used for daily-maintenance tasks, including tree 
work and snow removal. There will be a trade-in value 
of the old tractor of $17,000 that further reduces the ex­
pense. Potestio was not the low bidder, but its tractor 
matches equipment that HG already has. Thus additional 
accessories will not have to be purchased.
	 After the regular meeting, the board adjourned into 
executive session, to discuss personnel issues and re­
view recent violations.

Veterans 
Day

Wednesday, 
Nov. 11
Federal 
Holiday
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	 The Heather Gardens Association (HGA) — that 
means everyone who owns property in Heather Gar­
dens — will need to spend $8–12 million to deal with the 
problems in the four parking structures, which have been 
uncovered after extensive engineering studies. These 
structures provide parking spaces for residents of the Al­
pha (four-story) buildings. Given the financial impact of 
an expenditure this large that affects all HG residents, it 
is important that everyone has access to reliable informa­
tion about what has been done and what remains to be 
done regarding the parking structures. 
	 The best source of such information is the “Parking 
Structure News” section of the Heather Gardens website 
(www.heathergardens.org). 
	 Here is how to find it
	 •	 There is a green banner across the top of the home 
page of the website. A button on the right side contains a 
list of items. One option is titled “Important Topics.” Click 
on that option.
	 •	 You will then see an option called “Parking Structure 
News”. Click on that option.
	 •	 There are two final options:
		  –	The first is titled “Parking Structure News.” It con­
tains a series of questions, each of which is answered in 
one following paragraph. Each question and answer is 

dated and numbered for easy reference.
		  –	The second option is titled “Parking Structure Stud­
ies and Plans.” That option presents the proposals sub­
mitted to the HGA Board for approval and the subsequent 
report from the engineering company.
	 •	 Questions and comments about parking structure 
issues can be posted on the web site by selecting the 
“Discussion Groups” tab on the green banner at the top 
of the home page. We will answer general questions ei­
ther by responding in the “Discussion Group” forum or by 
putting a new question and answer post under “Parking 
Structure News.”
	 You are also strongly encouraged to attend HGA 
Board meetings. They are all conducted via Zoom be­
cause of COVID-19. Public notices are sent out via Pilera 
and email. The notices provide the meeting ID number 
and password. A link is provided if you want to attend 
using your phone.
	 – Allen Lindeman
	  HGA Board Director

Chair of the Long Range Planning Committee

Parking StructuresParking Structures

Donaldsons Inc.
“Publishing is a business. Writing may 
be art, but publishing, when all is said 
and done, comes down to dollars.”  – 

Nicholas Sparks

For more than 30 years, this company For more than 30 years, this company 
has published has published Heather ’n YonHeather ’n Yon for Heather  for Heather 

Gardens without being subsidized by Gardens without being subsidized by 
homeowners fees. Support the  homeowners fees. Support the  

advertisers, who make it all work for you.advertisers, who make it all work for you.



Heather ’n Yon, November 2020     31

See Letters…page 35

Heather ’n Yon
	 The election of the HGA 2021 
board members is coming up. I want 
to encourage you to vote and support 
those who are willing to give, often up 
to 40 hours a week, working on the 
supporting committees.
	 Two members who are running 
this year are Jill Bacon and Bev 
Havens. They are both committed 
individuals, making every effort to 
keeping HG best interests at heart. I 
encourage you to vote for them this 
month. I have known both of them 
several years. I worked with them 
when l was on the HGA board. 
	 Keeping our facilities maintained, 
keeping our budget to a minimum is 
part of that job. Jill and Bev are will­
ing to listen to residents concerns 
and answer questions when they 
can.
	 This not to disparage the other 
members running for the 2021 board, 
but I simply do not know them well 
enough to comment.
	 Above all, support those who 
volunteer, they are the backbone of 
HGA operations.

– Rex Engel
B233

Heather ’n Yon
	 For many years, the HG Optimist 
Club has sponsored an annual food 
drive. Our efforts have been strong­
ly supported by the HG community 
resulting in thousands of pounds of 
food for local soup kitchens and food 
pantries.
	 Due to today’s environment, we 
are changing the event to a one-
day drive-through to drop off dona­
tions. It will be held Saturday, Nov. 7,  
10 am–1 pm in the lower parking lot 
in front of B243 on East Marina Drive. 
It will be handled with full COVID-19 
protections. Volunteers will unload 

your donations from your car while 
wearing masks and gloves. 
	 The HG Optimists are hoping 
this new format will have the same 
support from the HG community as 
they have had in the past.

Mike Pula
B243

Heather ’n Yon
	 This is a thank you to Patt Clark 
who is an active member of HG and 
the Seville community.
	 If you have not taken a stroll 
through the Seville area when you 
are getting your daily/weekly exer­
cise, you have a treat in store for you. 
	 As many of you know Seville is 
home to a beautiful pond with many 
unique Koi fish, waterfalls and water 
lilies. The residents took up a col­
lection, then used the money to add 
many more colorful fish to the pond. 
We also added a very real looking 
blue heron with the intent to guard 
the Koi and keep predators away. So 
far, our plan has worked.
	 We are also blessed to have a 
resident, Patt Clark, who has taken it 
upon herself to add color and interest 
to the grounds in the Seville through 
her talented placement of flowers, 
plants and seasonal decor. Patt 
gives the Seville Recreation Board a 
detailed list of the funds she needs to 
get started, then she volunteers her 
time to do all of the planting, mainte­
nance and cleanup for the project.
	 Currently Patt maintains beau­
tifully arranged plantings in 13 con­
tainers that require frequent wa­
tering. You may see her pulling her 
wagon full of recycled milk jugs filled 
with water as she makes her way 
around the area, watering all of the 
plantings. Or, you’ll see her bent over 
— weeding and lovingly caring for 
each of her creations.
	 If you walk near the Seville en­
trance, be sure to notice the flower 
beds at both ends of the entrance is­
land. You’ll see a variety of flowering 

plants, greenery, cacti, well-placed 
stones and, depending on the sea­
son, appropriate decor such as the 
current pumpkins and gourds.
	 As Seville residents we are so 
fortunate to have Patt putting in hours 
and hours of effort on our behalf to 
make our area even more beautiful. 
	 – Marlene Beck
	 B233
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	 On Thursday, Sept. 17, a friend 
and I went to Costco to do some 
shopping. When we left Costco we 
decided to go to lunch at Jus’ Grill. 
I reached for my purse when we got 
to the restaurant only to discover it 
wasn’t in the car. My stomach sunk 
to my feet as my heart jumped up to 
my throat when I realized that I hadn’t 
grabbed my purse out of the shop­
ping cart when I left the cart in the 
parking lot cart rack at Costco. 
	 Since my phone was in my purse 
my friend began calling Costco in the 
hopes of getting someone there to try 
to locate my purse. She was having 
no luck in getting anyone to answer.
	 I saw two police officers stand­
ing outside of Jus’ Grill. I approached 
them and told them my problem. 
These officers were Sergeant Justin 
Shipley and Officer Stacey Sparks. 
Officer Sparks began calling Costco 
but wasn’t having any more luck than 
my friend. 
	 Officer Sparks  had a way of 
getting through to someone at Cost­
co that my friend did not have. She 
learned that a customer had seen my 
purse in the cart and brought it to the 
customer service desk in Costco.
	 Sergeant Shipley sent Officer 
T. Josifek to Costco to retrieve the 
purse and bring it back to me at Jus’ 
Grill. Both Sergeant Shipley and Of­
ficer Sparks waited with me and my 
friend until Officer Josifek radioed in 
to say he had the purse and was on 
his way back with it. Sergeant Ship­
ley and Officer Sparks then left. Offi­
cer Josifek brought the purse to me 
at my table in Jus’ Grill.
	 All too often we hear about the 
horrible things the police have been 
doing lately, so we think of them as 

LettersLetters

Heather ’n Yon welcomes letters concerned with community issues. 
Letters must be signed, dated and include the writer’s address and phone 
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dividual in successive months. Writers may publish only 4 letters per year.
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N O V E M B E R  C A L E N D A RN O V E M B E R  C A L E N D A R
	            Note: Due to ongoing restrictions imposed by COVID-19, the Clubhouse is slowly reopening. 

Where the schedule and venue for an activity are known, they are shown here.
Sun	 1	 HG Chapel (by reservation, every Sunday) Sandberg Auditorium 9 am
		  HG Chapel (by reservation, every Sunday) Sandberg Auditorium 11 am
		  Pickleball (every Sunday) Tennis Courts 1–3 pm
Mon	 2	 Bayer Ear Clinic (every Monday) Arts & Crafts Room 9 am–noon
		  Spanish Class (beginner, every Monday) Aspen/Blue Spruce Room 11 am–noon
		  Spanish Class (advanced, every Monday) Aspen/Blue Spruce Room 11 am–noon
		  Annual Membership Meeting Zoom 6:30 pm
Tue	 3	 Pickleball (every Tuesday) Tennis Courts 1–3 pm
		  Creative Clay Class (every Tuesday) Arts & Crafts Room 1–4 pm
		  Ping Pong (every Tuesday) Game Room 2–3 pm
Wed	 4	 Meet and Greet with General Manager Calvin White Zoom 8–9:30 am
		  Annual Membership Meeting Zoom 10 am
		  CP1 Outdoors Happy Hour CP1 cul-de-sac 5 pm
Thu	 5	 Knit/Crochet Class (every Thursday) Aspen/Blue Spruce Room 10 am
		  Knit/Crochet Class (every Thursday) Aspen/Blue Spruce Room 1 pm
		  Pickleball (every Thursday) Tennis Courts 1–3 pm
		  Annual Membership Meeting Zoom 1:30 pm
		  Ping Pong (every Thursday) Game Room 2–3 pm
		  Cherry Creek Schools Football – Veterans Appreciation Live Streaming Game 6:15 pm
Fri	 6	 Quilting Class Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms 9 am–noon
		  Quilting Class Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms 1–4 pm
Tue	 10	 Line Dance Class Sandberg Auditorium 10–11 am
		  Line Dance Class Sandberg Auditorium 11:30–12:30 pm
		  Green Team Virtual meeting noon
		  Clubhouse Event: Stormin’ Norman Schwarzkopf Sandberg Auditorium 2 pm
Thu	 12	 Clubhouse Event: Mobile Food Pantry B250 parking lot 10 am–noon
Fri	 13	 Quilting Class Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms 9 am–noon
		  Quilting Class Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms 1–4 pm
	 	 Birding Nature Club Zoom  1 pm
Mon	16	 HG Photo Club Zoom 3:15 pm
Tue	 17	 Line Dance Class Sandberg Auditorium 10–11 am
		  Line Dance Class Sandberg Auditorium 11:30–12:30 pm
Wed	18	 CP1 Outdoors Happy Hour CP1 cul-de-sacs 5 pm
Thu	 19	 Resident Open Forum Zoom meeting 3 pm
Fri	 20	 Quilting Class Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms 9 am–noon
		  Quilting Class Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms 1–4 pm
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Tue	 24	 Line Dance Class Sandberg Auditorium 10–11 am
		  Line Dance Class Sandberg Auditorium 11:30–12:30 pm
		  HG Republican Club Zoom meeting 1:30 pm
		  Democratic Club Zoom meeting 4–5 pm
Wed	25	 Resident Orientation Zoom meeting 10 am
		  Clubhouse closes @ 5 pm
Thu	 26	 Thanksgiving Day Holiday — Management Offices and Clubhouse closedThanksgiving Day Holiday — Management Offices and Clubhouse closed
Fri	 27	 Black Friday — Management Offices closedBlack Friday — Management Offices closed
	 	 Low Vision Support Group Conference call 1:30–2:30 pm

	MTWTF:	 Indoor Pool Hours: 8:15–9:15 am, 9:45–10:45 am; 11:15 am–12:15 pm; 12:45–1:45 pm; 2:15–3:15 
pm; 3:45–4:45 pm; 5:15-6:15 pm; 6:45–7:45 pm

Sat/Sun:	 Indoor Pool Hours: 8:15–9:15 am, 9:45–10:45 am; 11:15 am–12:15 pm; 12:45–1:45 pm; 2:15–3:15 
pm; 3:45–4:45 pm

MWF		  Lap lane swimming: 7–7:45 am
		  (Reservations the week before are required. If time periods are not full, walk-ins are permitted by  

Pool Attendant.)

		  Fitness Center (MTWTF): 8:30–9:30 am; 10–11 am; 11:30–12:30 pm; 1–2 pm, 2:30–3:30 pm, 4–5 
pm; 5:30–6:30 pm; 7–8 pm (reservations required)

		  Woodshop (MTWTF): 9 am–noon; 1–4 pm; 5–8 pm (reservations required)
		   Saturday, Sunday: 9 am–noon; 1–4 pm (reservations required)

If you need to cancel your reservation, please call and  
let the Clubhouse know so your neighbor can fill that opening! (303-751-1811)

	 	 Note: If your organization has arranged alternative meeting locations or is using Zoom, and you want 
an announcement to appear in Heather ’n Yon, send your information to the editor,  

LynnNeu@comcast.net.
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It required a reservation but HG residents could get a Flu shot pro-
vided by the Visiting Nurse Association on Oct. 2 or Oct. 20.
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Heather ’n Yon Deadline - Heather ’n Yon Deadline - 11/1311/13

Technology Support by Resident
	 Having over 25 years experience and a computer repair and 
technology education business called Tech Hope, Karen Gold, 
B201, will be available 9 am–1 pm Mondays, Nov. 9, 16 and 
30, helping one person per hour with their technology needs or 
issues. FREE! Please bring the mobile devices that you need 
help with to the Clubhouse Sunburst Café. We will be able to use 
the Clubhouse WiFi. Coffee and restrooms nearby. Please wear 
your mask. I will have disinfecting wipes available and possibly 
gloves. Bring your own water. Call or text Karen to reserve your 
spot, one hour per person per month. 712-301-2284.
St. Michael’s Catholic Church
	 Missalettes are available every Thursday, 10 am–noon on 
the bench at the Clubhouse entrance, which is still closed.
LifeSpark Cancer Resources
	 Peace and healing during and after cancer — lower stress, 
depression and pain. Improve sleep and well-being. Receive the 
healing benefits of Reiki or Healing Touch from the safety and 
comfort of your home. www.LifeSparkNow.org.
	 Who qualifies? Adults 18 years and older with cancer or pri­
mary caregivers of cancer patients
	 How long are sessions? One hour. Weekly sessions for eight 
weeks. Sessions occur over the Internet.
	 What is the cost? LifeSpark sessions are FREE!
	 Marsha Bengen, NTH, has completed provider training with 
LifeSpark. In her email to Heather ’n Yon, she noted that ses­
sions are being provided through Zoom, and are using guided 
imagery, relaxation techniques and tapes to help people.
The Denver Post
	 In a Pilera message sent by HGA on Oct. 22, it notified all 
residents of the following: One of the carriers for The Denver 
Post has tested positive for COVID-19. In order to resume de­
livery of the newspaper and protect HG residents, we have ar­
ranged with The Denver Post to have a different carrier provide 
services to the buildings and residences. Unfortunately, with this 
change, due to limited Denver Post staff, they will temporarily 
and until further notice return to lobby delivery services only at 
all buildings throughout the property. Newspapers will be left just 
inside the front door to your building. You [subscribers] will need 
to come down to pick up your paper if you want it.

FYIFYI

• Monthly Meetings •
Boards and Committees

Listed meetings will be via Zoom  
until further notice

Property Policy - 9:30 am Mon, Nov. 2
SEC – 1 pm Mon, Nov. 2

Annual Meeting – 6:30 pm Mon, Nov. 2
Communications – 10 am Tue, Nov. 3
Annual Meeting – 10 am Wed, Nov. 4

Civic Affairs – 10 am Thu, Nov. 5
Annual Meeting – 1:30 pm Thu, Nov. 5
Personnel Policy – 10 am Fri, Nov. 6

Campus Tech – 9:30 am Tue, Nov. 10
 Golf – 1 pm Tue, Nov. 10

Clubhouse/Restaurant – 3 pm Tue, Nov. 10
Foundation – 1 pm Wed, Nov. 11

Budget & Finance – 10 am Mon, Nov. 16
HGA Board – 1 pm Tue, Nov. 17

Long Range Plan – 10 am Wed, Nov. 18
Resident Open Forum – 3 pm Wed, Nov. 18
Seville Annual Meeting – 4 pm Wed, Nov. 18

HGMD Board – 1 pm Thu, Nov. 19
ACC – 3 pm Thu, Nov. 19

Roads and Grounds – 10 am Tue, Nov. 24
Structure Maintenance – 1 pm Tue, Nov. 24

Bible Study (Interdenominational) for more information, call 
Joyce Smith, 918-586-2954.
Six Stone Jars Catholic Bible Study. For information, call Eric 
Cline, 720-839-4289, or email clinecellars57@yahoo.com.
Bible Study (women), call Carolyn Morris, 303-885-7807, 
B217/103.
Catholic Mass - You need to sign-up for Saturday and Sunday 
public Masses. If you have not contacted the parish office to be 
scheduled for a Mass, please do so.  It is very important for you to 
understand that we cannot allow “drop-ins” at limited attendance 
public Masses. 	We continue to provide livestream daily Mass, 
Monday through Friday at 9 am, and on Saturday, 5 pm.  Here’s 
the livestream link: https://tinyurl.com/ycaog7o3.
Chapel (Interdenominational Church Service) - 9 am and 11 am, 
Sunday, Sandberg Auditorium. Reverend Bill Cheyne.

Canceled

TBD

Canceled

Canceled

Junior League’s Holiday Mart
	 The Junior League of Denver will hold its 41st 
annual Mile High Holiday Mart Nov. 13–15, at the 
Denver Marriott South, 10345 Park Meadows 
Drive, Lone Tree. Face masks will be required 
and entry will be limited to help provide safety for 
all shoppers, volunteers and merchants.
	 Ticket holders can sign up for an entry time. 
Entry time reservations are not required, but at­
tendees with a reserved entry time may be asked 
to wait in line during peak shopping times. Park­
ing is free.
	 Vendors offer housewares, specialty food 
items, jewelry, apparel and pet products. The 
Junior Leagues cookbook, Centennial Celebra-
tions, will be sold for $20 (retail $29.95). Pro­
ceeds support the Junior League of Denver’s 
efforts to develop the potential of women, as well 
as help improve literacy rates and provide access 
to books for children through the third grade.
	 Hours: 3–8 pm Nov. 13; 10 am–5 pm Nov. 
14; 10 am–4 pm Nov. 15. At-risk shoppers have 
a dedicated time, 9–10 am Nov. 14. Tickets cost 
$10. VIP shopping is 1–3 pm Nov. 13. Tickets 
cost $40. To purchase tickets and select a shop­
ping time, www.jld.org.
Ask Smithsonian
	 Why is the Republican Party represented by 
an elephant and the Democratic a donkey? 

See FYI…page 56
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people to dislike and avoid. In con­
versation with Sergeant Shipley and 
Officer Sparks, I mentioned that my 
friend and I live in HG. Officer Sparks 
said she is HG’s PAR Officer. 
	 I feel the actions of these three 
members of the Aurora Police De­
partment deserve recognition and 
praise. Not only did they get through 
to Costco when my friend couldn’t, 
Sergeant Shipley dispatched a third 
officer to retrieve my purse and re­
turn it to me at the restaurant . 
	 – Pat Stef and  

Bunny (Bernice) Weinstein 
B222

Heather ’n Yon
	 The HG Optimist Club will be 
holding a coat drive to support Aurora 
Warms the Night on Saturday, Dec. 
5, 10 am to 1 pm. This annual event 
helps the homeless and low-income 
residents of Aurora to stay warm 
during the winter months. Coats can 
be dropped of at the parking lot in 
front of B243 on East Marina Drive. 
Just drive through and your dona­
tions will be unloaded by Optimist 
volunteers. Thank You for supporting 
this cause!
	 – Darlene Park
	 B218
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	 During the 2019 budget hear­
ings, a recommendation was made 
by the Budget and Finance commit­
tee to study why the restaurant was 
increasingly losing money. 
	 At the end of July 2020, the 
HGMD Clubhouse/Restaurant com­
mittee was tasked by new HGMD 
president David Funk to develop a 
Business Plan for the restaurant. This 
business plan was to Re imagine the 
Rendezvous and incorporate sur­
vey results. Even though the restau­
rant loses money and is subsidized 
by homeowners fees, our residents 
want the Rendezvous.
	 For the past two months my com­
mittee diligently pursued the task, 
providing the plan on Oct. 1 to the 
HGMD president, expecting to pres­
ent it to the board in October. 

	 To prepare this Business Plan, 
the committee compiled data. This 
included wants, needs, ideas from 
residents, patrons, and staff as well 
as survey respondents, kitchen in­
spection and fact-finding that in­
volved confirming what our facilities 
offered, and lacked. 
	 Conversations with staff, related 
to operations, “caused concern and 
disturbed staff.” 	Consequently, I was 
notified of my dismissal as chair of 
the committee via email from Presi­
dent David Funk on Sept. 24, effec­
tive Oct. 15. 
	 The Procedure Memorandum 
for this committee, dated 2020, says 
the chairperson counsels with “Resi­
dents, Clubhouse Manager, Restau­
rant Manager.”  
	 Management agreement, dat­
ed 2018, says Association Manager 
may direct access to staff and he 
must be kept informed regarding the 
substance of the communication. I 
asked, in early September, that the 
Management Agreement, for many 
reasons, be amended. 
	 The HGA board does not want a 
management company because they 
will lose control. HGA is a manage­
ment company. HGMD has lost con­
trol.
	 – Rita Effler
	 Director HGMD 
	 B232
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	 If you attended the HGMD meet­
ing on Oct. 15, you would have heard 
the president of HGMD remove the 
Clubhouse/Restaurant Committee 
chair from her duties and ordered 
to have no contact with Clubhouse 
or Rendezvous Restaurant person­
nel. (However, he noted, she is still 
allowed to go to the restaurant and 
order food!) 
	 Apparently, in trying to re-imag­
ine the restaurant, which the restau­
rant committee was told to do, she 
attempted to find out how it works 
currently. She was told that she up­
set employees, yet most of them had 
turned in their notices due to low pay 
previously. 
	 Management has imposed simi­
lar sanctions in the past where resi­

dents are not allowed to talk to em­
ployees. Employees are not allowed 
to talk to residents.
	 The president said that the 
HGMD board “had discussed these 
issues,” and they were in concur­
rence. If this happened, it was with­
out the knowledge of the Clubhouse/
Restaurant Committee chair, and it 
was a non-public meeting. 
	 Jennifer Ivey, attorney for HGMD, 
was quick to step in, saying he “mis­
spoke”(!), and that the board did not, 
in fact, meet without Effler. As a pub­
lic district, there is an obligation to be 
transparent with the resident owners.
	 It was surprising to see not one 
board member question his action. 
Such blatant deception is unaccept­
able by an HGMD Board member/
president.
	 – Deb Smith
	 CP2
Heather ’n Yon
	 I live in B216 where the burglars 
were photographed on Oct. 7. I be­
lieve it is important that there be a 
thorough understanding by the resi­
dents of this entire community about 
how these criminals entered our 
building. 
	 People should know that they 
accessed the actual common living 
areas of our six-story building by 
popping a locked security door of our 
Somerset building, using the outdoor 
stairway on the back of the building. 
These burglars were not just in the 
parking garage, but at a minimum on 
the first floor as well. They had ac­
cess to the entire building and they 
were in our building for +/- 20 min­
utes.
	 The reason this is important is 
because it exposes a security prob­
lem that puts these break-ins into 
a more accurate perspective for all 
who live here. 
	 I believe that HG should post, un­
less there is some legal reason why 
not, the photos of the burglars that 
entered our building. There’s nothing 
like a photo for quick identification by 
all.
	 Laura Chapman

B216

Letters…from page 31

See Letters…page 37
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Heather ’n Yon
	 I object to the sale and publishing 
of political advertising  in the Heather 
’n Yon. It is inappropriate to do so in 
a magazine intended to enlighten the 
membership of this community to in­
formation and services that pertain to 
our community and would be useful 
to them. 
	 You know that information and 
promotion are entirely different. In 
fact, you provided equal access to 
information about the candidates 
for the upcoming Heather Gardens 
Board election. This works as a fair 
approach, I think.
	 The display of only one particu­
lar candidate or political party in our 
magazine is unfair at best. It smacks 
of: “this is Heather ’n Yon’s prefer­
ence,” and it is absolutely inappropri­
ate!
	 It is particularly objectionable 
that Heather ’n Yon promoted partic­
ular political party/candidates in Oc­
tober, the final month of an election 
period without equal representation 
of others. There is no way to “make it 
right” before the election.
	 People who object to this prac­
tice, as I do, will quit reading Heather 
’n Yon. This will certainly be a loss to 
legitimate advertisers; and it will cut 
off a good source of communication 
to members of the HG community.
	 Looks like a “lose/lose” prospect 
to me. Thank you for your attention to 
this objection.

Therese Casale
B222

Heather ’n Yon
	 I was very disappointed to see 
the political ad on Page 8 of Heather 
’n Yon. Nowhere does the ad identify 
who is responsible for the content, as 
is required for television advertising. 
Should readers assume that this ad 
was accepted because this is also 
your position as the editor? 
	 You have failed in your duty as 
editor in accepting the ad. In a divi­
sive and tension-filled election sea­
son, you placed profit over the peace 
of the HG community.

Jennifer Fowler
B214

Heather ’n Yon
	 When I got to Page 8 of the Octo­
ber 2020 issue of the Heather ’n Yon, 

I thought I had misread the half-page 
political ad. Your obvious disregard 
for the well-being of our community 
was shocking and disappointing. I 
can only conclude that it was posted 
to promote the divisiveness already 
happening in Heather Gardens.
	 As an owner and resident of HG, 
I hope my community will remain to 
be a wonderful place to live, despite 
your detrimental decision to run a po­
litical ad.

Susan Miller
B217

{Editor’s Note: I am sorry you, and 
several others I have heard from, 
were offended by an annual occur-
rence in Heather ’n Yon — political 
advertising.
	 First, I will point out that the ad 
clearly states in a red banner that the 
ad was paid for by the HG Republi-
can Club, a group of residents who 
are entitled to air their opinions in a 
paid advertisement, just as you may. 
	 Second, Heather ’n Yon has 
been publishing political ads since 
1988. Last year there were about 
six pages of political ads in the Oc-
tober issue. Fortunately, candidates 
from both parties ran ads. This year, 
despite repeated attempts to get an 
ad from Democrats running for state-
wide or national offices, no one chose 
to do one. Yes, it would have been 
preferred to have both sides repre-
sented — but what can be done?
	 Third, on page 3 of this monthly 
newsmagazine, the following state-
ment has been there since 1991, 
when Donaldsons, Inc. took over 
publishing Heather ’n Yon, “The Pub­
lishers do not necessarily endorse 
the companies, products or services 
advertised in Heather ’n Yon.” That 
continues to be this newsmagazine’s 
policy on all advertising.}
Heather ’n Yon
	 The ad in the last two issues of 
Heather ’n Yon by “anti-racist” Diane 
Pritchard is such a lie. It begins, “400 
years ago white people kidnapped 
black people…” Too bad she did not 
check out her sources as she thinks 
that those who prepared the ad are 
correct.
	 Not so, and here is the research 
I did as a history teacher on slavery. 
I presented this paper to a group 
and was cross-checked for accu­
racy. Whites did not kidnap black 
people. The following tribes in Africa 

captured and sold the black people 
to the slave trade: Ghana, Empire, 
Mali, Songka empire, the Baskongo, 
Mbundu, Chokue, Igbo and Akwamu.
	 I am now quoting historians John 
Thornton and Linda Hewood, Boston 
University, “that of the Africans cap­
tured and then sold as slaves to the 
New World in the Atlantic slave trade, 
around 90 percent were enslaved by 
fellow Africans who then sold them to 
European traders.”
	 According to others, the slave 
trade would not have continued with­
out the African elites and the Europe­
an traders, making it possible.
	 Dick Laslo
	 B213
{Editor’s Note: Weren’t the European 
traders white? Would “elite” or dom-
inant African tribes have kidnapped 
fellow natives if they were not being 
paid for delivering such captives to 
the traders?}
Heather ’n Yon

Meet the Aurora Singers —  
For the Love of Music

	 For more than 40 years, the Au­
rora Singers have been delighting 
audiences through lively and charm­
ing choral and music revue perfor­
mances. This warm and welcoming 
group provides wholesome entertain­
ment that people from all walks of life 
can enjoy. 
	 Aurora Singers performs four 
large shows during the year, each 
with a different theme which can 
range anywhere from serious to a 
little bit campy. Regardless of the 
theme, every production is uplifting 
and entertaining. With a repertoire 
that covers a broad spectrum of 
styles, eras and genres, there’s al­
ways something for everyone to en­
joy including an annual holiday per­
formance and plenty of opportunities 
to enjoy some of the greatest songs 
ever written from Broadway to Holly­
wood. 
	 The ensemble is looking forward 
to being a part of the HG family, per­
forming live on site when it’s safe to 
gather again. In the meantime, dig­
ital programming is keeping every­
one connected. Please visit www.
aurorasingers.org to access the first 
digital show completely produced 
and performed by the Aurora Sing­
ers. 
	 Carla Wilson

Letters…from page 35
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A few activities have resumed in the 
Clubhouse, but are by reservation 
only with limits on size. 
	 Please contact your club directly, 
to learn if it has resumed meeting via 
Zoom or in-person.

Joppa Daylight Lodge AF & AM
	 All Master Masons living in HG 
are invited to attend Joppa Daylight 
Lodge. We meet the first and third 
Tuesdays of the month at Radiant 
Temple, 225 Acoma St., Denver. 
Lunch is at 11:30 am; Lodge is at 
12:15 pm.
	 We are the only lodge that meets 
during the day in the Denver metro 
area. For information, call Bill Rapp, 
303-953-1021. 
The NoteAbles Mixed Chorus
	 What day is it? Do they all seem 
the same? When the “sequester” be­
gan, November seemed so far away, 
and yet here we are. Hopefully, you 
have found old and new ways to 
spend your time. We pray you are 
feeling well, and thriving.
     NoteAbles miss the weekly re­
hearsals of songs we enjoyed. Music 
is such a gift, for the listeners and 
performers. Most of you play records 
or CDs, or tune to your favorite ra­
dio station that plays the music you 
prefer, to lift your spirits. One musical 
genre with which most of us are fa­
miliar is patriotic.
     This month, there is a day set aside 
for patriots of all ages. Wednesday, 
Nov. 11, is Veterans Day. We honor 
all veterans and first responders. You 
are not a closet singer, are you?  
God Bless America 
  –words and music by Irving Berlin
God bless America, land that I love.
Stand beside her and guide her
Through the night with a light from 

above.
From the mountains to the prairies 
To the oceans white with foam.
God bless America, my home sweet 

home.
	 First responders — we thank 
you for providing security and health 
services to the community. We stand 
and celebrate all of you. 
CP1
	 CP1 has been holding cul-de-
sac happy hours outdoors on the first 

and third Wednesdays, and hope to 
continue doing so, if the weather co­
operates. Attendees bring their own 
chairs and cocktails, and circulate 
outdoors between our five cul-de-
sacs, conversing with one another 
from a safe distance. 
	 The group will resume gather­
ing on the first Wednesday of each 
month, 5 pm in Rendezvous Restau­
rant, when allowed. Watch for the 
restaurant to reopen.
OPOCS Singles Club
	 Do you need to meet new friends 
and find new activities? Call JoAnn 
Cunningham, HG resident, 303-751-
5195, and ask to receive the month­
ly newsletter of A Circle of Friends, 
the original Ports of Call Singles 
(OPOCS) club, 60+. 
	 Our meet-and-greet social time 
is at Senior Ric’s, 4–6 pm, sec­
ond Monday, and at Darcy’s, fourth 
Thursday of the month, 4–6 pm. We 
also have coffee time at Panera’s 
(Aurora), 9–11 am, third Monday.
	 We also have social card groups 
twice a month: pinochle, bridge and 
poker. (If you want to learn, we can 
provide instructors.) 
	 Dues are $30 yearly, and you 
can attend three events before join­
ing. Believe me: seniors can have 
fun, too! – JoAnn Cunningham 
TOPS
	  Are you ready to stop dieting and 
start making real changes? TOPS 
(Take Off Pounds Sensibly) can help 
you reach your weight-loss goals by 
providing the tools, information, and 
support that you need to be success­
ful. 
	 TOPS has been a winning for­
mula for members over the last 60+ 
years. TOPS is also the least expen­
sive weight-loss group around. When 
you join TOPS, you will have fun with 
other members while you learn how 
to Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
	 The HG TOPS Club meets 
8:30–9:30 am every Thursday, Blue 
Spruce Room. Both men and women 
are welcome. Come in around 8:15, 
so we can say “hi!” For information, 
contact Bernie Radakovits, 720-397-
1388, or visit www.TOPS.org.

HG Breakfast Optimist Club 
	 This club is a service organiza­
tion that has been part of HG since 
1978. The focus of the group is 
to make a difference in the lives of 
youth in the local community.
	 Our current projects include 6th 
Avenue Elementary School, Pillow­
cases for Kids, the Salvation Army, 
Optimist International Oratorical 
Contest, and Type 1 Diabetes camp. 
Nikki Tennant, tennantnikki@yahoo.
com.
HG Writers Club
	 Whether you’re just beginning to 
put pen to paper or you are a pub­
lished author, we invite you to join 
us for a time of education, fellowship 
and inspiration. New members are 
always welcome. 
	 We meet 1–4 pm every Thurs­
day in a Clubhouse room. Contact 
Joanne Brand, 303-750-9722, for 
further information. 
CP4
	 Our monthly socials are 5 pm at 
Rendezvous, the first Thursday of the 
month. Come meet your neighbors. 
Ordering food is optional. – Beverly 
Nelson 
Kiwanis Club of Aurora 
	 Kids need Kiwanis, and Kiwan­
is needs You. The Kiwanis Club of 
Aurora is part of a community-based 
international service organization 
whose main focus is making the lives 
of children in Aurora better. 
	 We have meetings on the first 
and third Thursday of the month. The 
fourth Thursday is a service project. 
	 For more information, email us 
at Kiwanis.auroraco@gmail.com, or 
call James Martin, president, 720-
297-3282. We also are on the web:  
Aurora-co.kiwanisone.org. Member­
ship is open to all HG and Aurora 
residents. 
American Legion Post 2012
	 This post meets in HG, 6:30 pm 
on the first Thursday of the month in 
the Mountainview Room. We would 
love to have you join us, and talk with 
the leadership, helping us help your 
community grow stronger. 
	 If you are interested in learning 
more about The American Legion, 
please contact Post Commander 
Steve Stratton, B204, 720-519-3955. 

Clubs and Organizations Clubs and Organizations 



Heather ’n Yon, November 2020     39

Men with Purpose
	 A group of men, with diversified 
backgrounds, gather to discuss time­
ly topics regarding healthy aging and 
purposeful retirement. Books and ar­
ticles relating to these topics are dis­
cussed by group members.
	 Leadership is shared. Men With 
Purpose meets the first and third Fri­
days of each month, 10–11 am, in 
the Skyview Room. For further infor­
mation, contact Gene Dawson, 720-
535-9672. 
Heather Gardens Indivisible
	 The purpose of Heather Gardens 
Indivisible is to protect and preserve 
our democracy by empowering ac­
tive citizens in taking actions that will 
impact public policy. We are nonparti­
san and inclusive, more issue-orient­
ed rather than candidate-oriented. 
	 We are no longer having meet­
ings on the second Tuesday of each 
month due to COVID-19 precautions. 
Instead, we are having monthly meet­
ings on Friday, 1 to 2 pm, via Zoom. 
Linda Champ leads the meetings, so 
that we can learn about current is­
sues and what effective actions we 
can take, and also to discuss matters 
of interest. If you are not on the email 
list and receiving notices of the Zoom 
meetings, please send me your email 
address. – Marty Karnopp, mjkar-
nopp@gmail.com, 303-353-9640.
Uke Crew
	 Are you interested in playing a 
fun instrument — the ukulele — and 
having a great time singing? The HG 
Uke Crew is an up-and-coming club. 
Members get together on the first and 
third Friday afternoon, 4–5 pm, B218, 
#407. New members are always wel­
comed. 
	 All you need is a ukulele, and to 
be willing to learn and practice the 
music. Call Darlene Park, 303-798-
5088. 
Parkinson Support Group
	 This group meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month, 1–3 pm in 
the Aspen Room. Call Meredith, 303-
731-4620.
B203, B204, B205 and B206
	 These four buildings have com­
bined to do a joint happy hour for 
drinks and dinner, at 5 pm on the sec­
ond Tuesday of each month, Ren­
dezvous. We meet in the Banquet 
Room. Contact: Laurel McClaren, 
303-337-2685. 

HG Aviation Club
	 The club is not having in-person 
meetings due to COVID-19, but we 
are sending stories, photos, and links 
to videos on interesting aviation top­
ics via email. If you would like to join 
in the fun, give me a call. Note: my 
phone number in the 2020 HG direc­
tory is wrong. – Rudy Morris, HG Avi­
ation Club, 303-506-7080 

The Green Team 
	 The Green Team continues to 
meet via Zoom the second Thursday 
of each month, at noon. If you are 
interested in zooming in with us, call 
Wendy, 303-306-0066. 
	 If you are part of the Puppy Poop 
Project, please be aware — bag dis­
tribution will be one week earlier, due 
to the holidays taking place in the 
next two months. Please mark your 
calendars for Nov. 20 and Dec. 18 to 
receive your bags. 
	 America Recycles Day is Sun­
day, Nov. 15. Please continue to be 
conscientious about what items you 
are putting into your bins. Although 
there will not be any special event 
this year, we are planning another 
great recycling event next fall.
RV Lot Club
	 Our club is open to all who RV, 
not just those who rent space in the 
HG RV lot. At our meetings, we share 
information and experience about 
RV-ing. We lobby to improve condi­
tions in the RV storage lot. We also 
anticipate having social, travel and 
camping activities.
	 We meet the second Thursday 
of each month, 5–6 pm, in the Arts & 
Craft Room. For additional informa­
tion, please contact Forrest McClure, 
720-979-4707, or Paul Spoutz, 303-
564 1877. Happy trails and safe trav­
els! 
Birding Nature Club
	 The club meets at 1 pm on the 
second Friday, via Zoom. To join this 
meeting, send email to Tom Reeber, 
treeber48@gmail.com.
Karaoke Club
	  The Karaoke Club gatherings for 
November are TBA. For more infor­
mation, call Paul Spoutz, 303-564-
1877, or email pspoutz@aol.com.
Women with Dreams 
	 We meet on the second Satur­
day of each month, 2–4 pm, in the 
Mountainview Room. – Charlotte 
Haymore 

Photo Club
	 The HG Photo Club will start up 
on Monday, Nov. 16, via Zoom. Rudy 
Morris will lead this meeting.
	 Please try to attend, so that we 
can be active again, and learn from 
each other. You do not need to sub­
mit photos this time.
SRA
	 The Seville Recreational Asso­
ciation meets the fourth Monday of 
every month, 10 am, in a different 
Seville building each month. For 
information: Vicki Wolfe, 360-589-
9502. 
B201 and B202
	 B201 and B202 hold a combined 
social at Rendezvous on the third 
Tuesday of each month, 4–6 pm, for 
drinks and/or dinner – Nancy Gross­
man, 714-470-5660. 
CP3 
	 The CP3 Social is held the third 
Wednesday each month, 5:30 pm, 
in the Rendezvous. We order off the 
menu. – Robin O’Meara 
Wine & Cheese Social Club
	 We meet on the third Saturday, 
3–5 pm, in the Aspen/Blue Spruce 
Room. Everyone is welcome. 
	 Bring a bottle of wine and a 
snack. Enjoy socializing with other 
HG neighbors. Entertainment is pro­
vided. If you have a talent you want 
to share, we invite you to join in. – 
Debbie Brooks, 303-923-3809. 
HG Republicans
	 The club holds meetings on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month, at 1:30 
pm, via Zoom. Questions may be di­
rected to Craig Baldwin, by phone, 
720-535-1917, or by email cebald-
win103@gmail.com – Rudy Morris, 
HGRC Communications Director
HG Democratic Club
	 The club meets the fourth Tues­
day of each month, except Decem­
ber. Our November meeting will be 
Tuesday, Nov. 24, 4–5 pm, via Zoom. 
The link will be sent by email, so be 
sure I have your email address. 
	 Thank you to everyone who 
worked hard this election season! 
Your efforts made a real difference. 
Although as I write this, the election 
results are not known, our November 
meeting will celebrate our victories, 
and plan for our future, with a few 
Democratic “notables” sharing some 
insights with us. So come with a cel­

See Clubs…page 46
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A number of Sports and Recreational 
groups have resumed meeting, with 
strict limits on number of participants, 
and – often – by reservation only. 
With specific questions, please call 
the representative for each sport or 
activity directly. 

Men’s Bridge 
	 This group meets every Monday, 
11:30 am–2:30 pm, in the Skyview 
Room. Call Maris Kuga, 720-748-
0590. 
Men’s Poker
	 We welcome all interested men 
poker players to join us at our regu­
lar poker sessions. On Monday and 
Wednesday of each week, we play 
Texas Hold ’em in the Blue Spruce 
Room. Ladies are invited to join us at 
the Wednesday sessions. 
	 On Fridays, we play friendly, 
small-stakes poker, in the Skyview 
Room, usually including a variety of 
“dealers choice” games. All play is 
5-9 pm. Please call Larry Hill, 720-
272-7765, or Milt Merrick, 303-829-
7188. 
Mah Jongg
	 We meet 12:30–4 pm every Mon­
day, Blue Spruce Room, except the 
third Monday of each month, when 
the VNA has Blue Spruce. Then 
we meet in the Arts & Crafts Room, 
where three card tables are set up for 
us. 
	 You must have the latest Mah 
Jongg League card. We play for a 
maximum of $3 — bring your nickels, 
dimes and quarters. All HG players 
are welcome. For information: Bob­
bie Klapp, 520-743-6849. 
Ping Pong
	 Fun and free, great exercise. 
Come join us in playing ping-pong 
doubles, 2 pm Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays in the 
Game Room. Beginners may meet 
on Fridays at 2 pm, but you must 
call Bob Schlageter, 303-751-2205, 
to make arrangements, and you will 
need to bring someone to play with. 
See you there. – B. Schlageter
Pinochle
	 Evening Pinochle meets 6:30–
9:30 pm Monday nights in the 
Mountainview Room. For informa­

tion, call Ann Gagliardi, 303-332-
2163.
	 Afternoon Pinochle meets 
Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm, 
Mountainview Room. We only play 
for fun and entertainment. With ques­
tions, call Diane, 707-799-6449. 
Pickleball
	 Please Note: This is Very Im­
portant. Even though we are still 
going through the pandemic of the 
COVID-19 virus, Pickleball is taking 
place with new, strict rules that will 
need to be followed. You need to 
call the Clubhouse Reception Desk, 
303-751-1811, Ext. 5, to make a res­
ervation to play. Please remember 
that, before playing, you also need 
to have signed the Heather Gardens 
COVID-19 Release form. This is 
needed, in case we ever have to do 
contact tracing, should someone test 
positive for the virus!  
	 The November times to play 
Pickleball outdoors on the HG Ten­
nis Courts will be Tuesday Thurs­
day, and Sunday, 1-3 pm, when the 
weather is favorable. We are adding 
Sunday now, and using our usual fall/
winter times. All courts are available. 
We will also play indoors, when there 
is available time, and the Clubhouse 
allows it.
	 Since we have Pickleball players 
at all skill levels of play, our players 
have been able to choose playing 
“gentle” Pickleball, with players of a 
similar skill level on one court. Those 
more advanced can play with the 
“competitive” Pickleball players. Of 
course, everyone is welcomed to 
play on any of the courts where they 
feel comfortable. 
	 We hope we can have Pickleball 
lessons again in the Spring of 2021. 
For more info on Pickleball, visit our 
web page: https://plaidflannel.com/
pickleball/lessons.html.
	 If you want to learn more about 
Pickleball, or get on the roster, call 
Rosalie, 303-751-1226, or Judy, 303-
369-6258, or by email, pickleball@
plaidflannel.com. 
Fun (Gals) Golf 
	 Golf without handicaps, score 
keeping. No pressure, record keep­
ing or dues — just fun golf! We will 
resume play in April. Email Linda with 

any questions: LSHileman1958@
gmail.com
Hand and Foot
	 Hand and Foot is a card game 
that is fun, and easy to learn. We 
meet every Tuesday, 12:30-4 pm, 
Mountainview. With questions, call 
Phyllis Lann, 720-535-8531. 
Mah Jongg
	 We meet 1–4 pm every Tuesday, 
Blue Spruce Room, except the sec­
ond Tuesday, when we play in the 
lobby (behind fireplace).
	 All players welcome, including 
beginners. You must have the lat­
est Mah Jongg League card. Social 
game: we do not play for money, only 
glory.
	 Never played Mah Jongg? Come 
and observe, to see if you wish to 
learn. Call Carol, 720-628-4051, or 
Pat, 720-535-4603, for information. 
Billiard Club
	 The members of the HG Billiard 
Club will continue with tournaments 
as soon as the Clubhouse opens 
again for play. We will play Co-ed 
8-Ball on Tuesdays at 7 pm. A Men’s 
group plays 9-Ball on Thursdays at 
7 pm. Please contact Rita Cusack, 
720-535-8637, or Connie Burns, 
303-695-0766.
Ladies Golf Club
	 Although the golf season for the 
HG Ladies Golf Club was finished 
the end of September, the sunny, 
but cool, Colorado weather has kept 
many golfers playing on the course 
through October. Nothing stops us: 
not the turf plugs replacing goose 
droppings, sand and holes on the 
greens, nor a young and confused 
coyote who picks up a ball that has 
landed near him on the fairway. He 
then trots off with it in his mouth. 
	 Now it’s time to plan for next 
year, which began with election of of­
ficers at the Sept. 30 board meeting. 
Beulah Gould will continue as presi­
dent. Carol Ann Mayne will continue 
as vice-president. Gwen Alexander is 
the new secretary. Pat Reichert will 
continue as treasurer. Most officers 
and committee chairs are familiar to 
us, because they are the same as 
2020. 
	 One committee chair position is 
still open, so if you think you would 
enjoy chairing the courtesy commit­
tee, let President Gould know. 
	 Under normal circumstances, 

Sports and RecreationSports and Recreation
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club members would have gathered 
in October to celebrate another suc­
cessful year. In this unusual year, the 
awards were presented at the Sep­
tember board meeting by Vice Presi­
dent Carol Anne Mayne: JoAnn Fitch, 
club champion; Bonnie Soman for a 
hole-in-one on #8 (76 yards); and 
Deb Madril with an eagle on #9.
	 As always, club members appre­
ciate HG’s Golf Pro Greg Kohr, and 
his entire staff for their professional­
ism and courtesy throughout the sea­
son. Looking forward, the forecast is 
for a mild winter this year. 
	 If you are interested in joining 
the league in 2021, applications 
are available in the HG Pro Shop 
or on our website at www.heather-
gardensladiesgolfclub.com. 
	 Golf trivia: If you are not hitting 
the ball as far as usual this fall, it’s 
because golf balls travel significantly  
farther on hot days. A golfer swinging 
a club at around 100 mph will carry 
the drive up to eight yards longer for 
each increase in air temperature of 
25 degrees F. 
League Play Results September 2 
Flight A 
	 1st	 Glenda Pitts,  

Charlane Plucheck
	2nd	 Dee Moore 
Flight B 
	 1st	 Bonnie McMullen 
	2nd	 Rosalie Einspahr 
	 3rd	 Judy Nelson, Bonnie 

Soman, Kathie Steb­
bins 	

Flight C 
	 1st 	 Trudy Marquardt 
	2nd	 Mary Jo Pritchard 
	 3rd	 Sally Koepke 
Flight D 
	 1st	 Eileen Umhoefer 
	2nd	 Sheryl Menger, Vickie 

Wolfe 
Chip-in Pat Profera
September 9 Canceled due to 

weather 
September 16 
Flight A 
	 1st	 Earlyne Winters 
	2nd	 Liz Sanchez 
	 3rd	 Beulah Gould 
Flight B 
	 1st		 Pat Profera 
	2nd	 Barbara Tucker 
	 3rd	 Sharon Westmoreland 
Flight C 
	 1st	 Trudy Marquardt 
	2nd	 Sally Koepke 

	 3rd	 Sharla Sheeks 
Flight D 
	 1st	 Bonnie Domer 
	2nd	 Candia Lang, Lil Pickrel,  

Vickie Wolfe 
Chip-in Trudy Marquardt
September 23 
Flight A 
	 1st	 Charlane Plucheck 
	2nd	 Earlyne Winters 
	 3rd	 Dee Moore 
Flight B 
	 1st	 Pat Profera 
	2nd	 Barbara Tucker 
	 3rd	 Linda Gonzales,  

Flo Madonna 	
Flight C 
	 1st	 Mary Jo Pritchard 
	2nd	 Mary Frevert, Trudy Mar­

quardt, Sharla Sheeks 	
Flight D 
	 1st	 Joyce Angel 
	2nd	 Candia Lang 
	 3rd	 Bonnie Domer 
Birdie Mary Jo Pritchard 
September 30 
Flight A 
	 1st	 Glenda Pitts 
	2nd	 JoAnn Fitch 
	 3rd	 Sara Stoner 
Flight B 
	 1st	 Rosalie Einspahr 
	2nd	 Barbara Tucker 
	 3rd	 Karen Bentley 

Flight C 
	 1st	 Linda Savage 
	2nd	 Sue Robertson 
	 3rd	 Barbara Gierscher 
Flight D 
	 1st	 Vickie Wolfe 
	2nd	 Adele Grasse 
	 3rd	 Sheryl Menger
HG ACBL Duplicate Bridge
	 This club plays 1 pm Wednes­
days in the Blue Spruce Room. Help 
setting up is appreciated, so come 
early. For more information, call Mer­
rily VanZevern, 720-282-3199, or 
John Osterberg, 720-535-1038. For 
partnership information, call Linda 
Harder, 303-369-2032. 
Square Dancing
	 Fun, exercise, and friendship. 
Come square dance on the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month,  
7 pm, Sandberg Auditorium. Bob 
Riggs is the caller. All square dancers 
are welcome. Call Beverly Nelson, 
303-750-6632. Cost: $5 per person. 
Bunko
	 Bunko is played 1–3:30 pm on 
the first and third Thursdays of each 
month in the Blue Spruce Room. For 
information: Debbie Brooks, 303-
923-3809. 
Thursday Open Bridge Club
	 The group meets every Thurs­
day, 1:30–4 pm, in the Arts & Crafts 

See Sports…page 46

Above: Women’s Golf Club Champi-
on JoAnn Fitch and Men’s Golf Club 

Champion Chris Hughes.
Right above: Traditionally, the Women’s Club champion dons the green jacket 
from last year’s winner, Sara Stoner, while club President Beulah Gold looked on.
Right: At it’s next board meeting, the Women’s Golf Club celebrated the Club 
Champion JoAnn Fitch and Debbie Madril, who eagled hole #9 during a champi-
onship round. President Gould and Vice President Carol Anne Mayne joined them. 
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ebratory beverage of your choice, 
and join us in a spirit of community. 
– Marty Karnopp, Chair, 3003-353-
9640, mjkarnopp@gmail.com 
HG Grief Support
	 This group is here to help those 
who have lost a loved one. We offer 
eight-week structured sessions twice 
a year — in the spring and in the fall. 
We combine an educational and sup­
portive approach with the focus on 
healthy grieving and coping with your 
loss. We meet 4–6 pm Tuesdays 
at the Clubhouse, when in session. 
Registration is required.
	 Contact either Joanne Brand, 

303-750-9722, or Marcie Jordon, 
303-805-1881, for information. 
Please leave a message if we are un­
able to answer. We are here to help 
you. – Joanne Brand
Caregivers Support Group
	 This group meets on the last 
Tuesday of the month, 7–8:30 pm, in 
the Aspen Room; however, as long 
as the Clubhouse is closed, we will 
not be meeting. Online resources are 
available at Alz.org. For more infor­
mation, call Nancy Fuhr, 303-337-
4890.
Sevillians
	 A sign-up sheet is posted in the 
mail room of each building. – Patt 
Clark 

HG Frolics
	 The HG Frolics Club hopes you 
remain healthy during the COVID-19 
restrictions. We hope we will be back 
to our new normal by the first of the 
year. We miss seeing you! – Barb 
Schneller, President

Clubs…from page 39 Low Vision Support Group
Until we can gather in per­
son, we are meeting on the 
fourth Friday of each month 
1:30–2:30 pm, via Free 
Conference call. Call Marsha 
Bengen, 720-535-5224, for 
the meeting access number.

Room. Come join us. Please call or 
text Freddie Schroeder, 303-437-
4255, to RSVP, so we can tell how 
many tables set up. 
Tennis Club
	 We are back on the courts, when 
weather allows. Call Wendy, 303-
306-0066, for information.
Men’s Golf Club
Tournament Results September 18
E Flight 
	 1st	 Mike Steffens
	2nd	 Richard Apt
	 3rd	 Neil Miller
D Flight 
	 1st	 Tom Smith
	2nd	 Glenn Riggs
	 3rd	 Ned Westmoreland
C Flight
	 1st	 David Krell
	2nd	 Don Batson
	 3rd	 Tom Merges
B Flight 
	 1st	 Jon Fryer 
	2nd	 Russ Gates, Vern Thompson, 

Tom Parko
	 3rd	 Tom Fitzgerald
A Flight
	 1st	 Pete Profera
	2nd	 Gary Hill 
	 3rd	 Eli Henri
September 25
E Flight 
	 1st	 Mike Steffens
	2nd	 Phil Haas
	 3rd	 Steve Galambos
D Flight 
	 1st	 Henry Ulibarri
	2nd	 Ted Cowan

	 3rd	 Ron Hileman
C Flight
	 1st	 Don Batson, Jim Pardikes 
	2nd	 David Krell
	 3rd	 Tom Merges, Tim Bessey, 

Jess Deal
B Flight 
	 1st	 Jon Freyer
	2nd	 Tom Parko, Jon Good
	 3rd	 Vern Thompson
A Flight 
	 1st	 Phil Marquis
	2nd	 Jerry Joy, Bob Bengen,  

Eli Henrie
October 2
E Flight 
	 1st	 David McCollom
	2nd	 Ralph Romero
D Flight 
	 1st	 Ned Westmoreland,  

Ted Cowan
	2nd	 Mike Benowitz, Joe Rook,  

Al Reasoner
C Flight
	 1st	 Henry Ulibarri
	2nd	 Tim Bessey,  

Robbie Robertson 
	 3rd	 Mike Steffens, David Croak, 

Steve Smith
B Flight 
	 1st	 John Good
	2nd	 Jerry Joy
A Flight 
	 1st	 Gary Hill
	2nd	 Bob Bengen, Eli Henrie,  

Ed Bradley
October 9
E Flight 
	 1st	 Dave Walstrom
	2nd	 David McCollom
	 3rd	 Larry Maitland, Tom Jackson

D Flight 
	 1st	 Phil Corliss
	2nd	 Ron Hileman
	 3rd	 John McMullen
C Flight
	 1st	 Henry Ulibarri
	2nd	 Rob Ledford
	 3rd	 David Croak, Jim Stebbins, 

Glenn Riggs
B Flight 
	 1st	 Brian Bucenec
	2nd	 Dick Baker, Wally Armistead, 

Doug Miller, Bob Riley
	 3rd	 Tom Fitzgerald, Jerry Joy,  

Jon Freyer
A Flight 
	 1st	 Chris Hughes
	2nd	 John Bender
	 3rd	 Eli Henri
	 4th	 Pete Profera
500 Club
	 We want you! Do you like to play 
cards with a fun, easy-going group 
of people? Then you must join us for 
500. We play at 1 pm every Friday 
in the Skyview Room. Don’t know the 
game? It’s easy to learn, and we are 
happy to teach. See you Friday! Lin­
da Serio, 303-368-8123. 
Mexican Train Dominoes
	 We play noon–4 pm every Sat­
urday, Arts & Crafts Room. Games 
start at noon and at 2 pm. – Donna 
Hudziak, 303-833-3115.

Sports…from page 43 
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B217 enjoys biweekly Bingo outdoors
Beginning in August, B217 has had Bingo for 
residents every other Saturday, 10 am–noon. 

Participants average about 10-15. Michele 
Garlock says, “It was really a great way to get 
everyone outdoors, still be safely distant and 

have fun. It has been a huge success.

Below: The NTH had a celebra-
tion for two residents with a birth-
day on Oct. 6: Randy Stitz and 
Wendy Pfaffhausen (standing). 
Randy’s wife, Joyce, is included 

in the photograph.

Below and below right: CP3 residents gathered for specialty 
hot dog and brats by Devil Dog Grill, an Oktoberfest event. 

Many residents wore Halloween hats with their required 
accessory, masks. Photos by Robin O’Meara.

After a memorial tree for Jeanne Hizer was 
planted behind the golf driving cage, a me-

morial service was held next to the Japanese Lilac tree. Her 
husband, Gary, and son (left) attended the event on Oct. 16. 

Foundation Chair Fran Clemens and Mavis Richardson, CP3, 
orchestrated the remembrance.
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Fall in Heather Gardens
Once again, HG photographers 
could not resist — the changing 
colors of the tree leaves on the 

grounds of the community is quite 
artistic. This sampling of photos are 

by Rudy Morris, B217, 
Anne-Hummel-Gillis, CP1, and 

Bonnie Williams, B232.
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With most events sponsored by the HG 
Clubhouse canceled since March, it was 
a pleasant surprise to have an outdoor 

Craft Fair on Oct. 3. Rendezvous helped 
by having Bloody Mary drinks with break­
fast included (hard boiled egg 

and bacon slice). Special 
sandwiches were 

offered.

Two bands enter-
tained shoppers as 

they browsed.

Photos by Anne Hummel-Gillis
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From HG Clubhouse Manager Linda Aluise: Can you 
believe it’s been almost six months since the Clubhouse 
was open? We are so happy to have residents back 
again!
	 Please remember everything you do in the Club­
house requires a reservation, unless noted. Please see 
all requirements for participation. Always wear a mask 
and maintain six feet distancing.
	 Some areas and programs that are open:
	 • Indoor pool, fitness center, and the woodshop are 
open until 8 pm, with reservations. 	
	 •	  Come enjoy a cup of coffee.
	 •	 HG Chapel Service on Sunday, 9 am and 11 am. See 
notice for reservations. 
	 •	 Locker room is available. (No showers)
	 •	 Select classes have started: Creative Clay, Glass Fu­
sion, Tap Dance, Knit & Crochet, Spanish, Line Dance, 
TOPS, Quilting, Grief Support.
	 Watch for updates as more areas of the Clubhouse 
are opened. Thank you for your patience as we take on 
the challenges of keeping everyone safe. 

March a Mile in the Boots of General Norman Schwarz-
kopf, presented by Kathleen Arnold
Tuesday, Nov.10, 2 pm, Sandberg Auditorium
FREE: Registration required, call 303-751-1811, x5
		  Those who knew him called him “The Bear”, a name 
given to him by his troops but the press nicknamed him 
“Stormin’ Norman” while serving as Commander of US 
Central Command during the 1991 Persian Gulf War. 
Join Kathleen to learn the truth behind this famous Gen­
eral who became a media celebrity when he restored re­
spect to all U.S. troops with his stunning swift victory over 
Saddam Hussein and liberated the people of Kuwait.
Mobile Food Pantry
Thursday Nov. 12, 10 am–noon, Parking lot B250
		  In response to COVID-19, the city of Aurora, in part­
nership with SECORCares, is working to launch a mo­
bile food pantry for seniors that will run through the end 
of 2020. We’re looking to serve 100 families per month. 
There is no cost for the food
		  Sample food may include, but is not limited to: rice, 
beans or pasta, cereal /oatmeal, various canned non per­
ishables, fresh produce, dairy, eggs, and protein. *Food 
will be modified to accommodate senior needs as best 
as possible, i.e., low sodium, low fat, softer foods. Ques­
tions? Call 303-739-7281.

Active Minds presents Ireland & Northern Ireland
Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2 pm, by Zoom
	 In January 2020, the United Kingdom (including 
Northern Ireland) completed the first stages of its exit 
from the European Union. Given that the Republic of Ire­
land remains a member of the EU, the exit deal has sig­
nificant implications for the lasting peace on the island of 
Ireland. This, combined with Sinn Fein’s recent surprise 
electoral victory in Northern Ireland, has raised uncer­
tainties about the political future of Ireland. Join Active 
Minds as the history of Ireland is discussed and its cloudy 
future explored. This program is being brought to you by 
Heather Gardens, Garden Plaza of Aurora, Cherry Creek 
Retirement Village, Springbrooke Senior Living, Five Star 
Residences of Dayton Place, and Active Minds®.
To connect via the Internet:
1. Go to www.zoom.com, click “Join a meeting”
	 •	 Enter this Meeting ID:  871 0626 8280 and click “Join”
	 •	 Click OK  if it asks to launch Zoom
	 •	 Enter meeting Password: 550869
	 •	 Follow the prompts to join the meeting. Join audio by 
selecting computer or internet audio (do not select dial-in)
 2. Connect by phone: dial this number (audio only):
	 •	 720-707-2699  
	 When prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 871 0626 8280 
# (spaces are for easy reading)
	 Then press # again. When it asks for participant num­
ber, enter the password: 550869 # 
	 You will be connected to the meeting.

• • •
Q & A for the Clubhouse 
	 Everything has changed in our lives and the Club­
house is no exception. Everyone needs to follow rules 
that previously did not exist. I’d like to take the opportuni­
ty to answer some of the many questions that get asked:
	 •	 Is the Clubhouse open? Yes, the Clubhouse Lobby 
is open to enjoy a cup of coffee and to check in for some 
of the classes that are going on. You must wear a mask. 
The Management Office is only open for appointments, 
303-755-0652. 
	 •	 Is the Locker Room open? Yes, for bathroom use 
and for changing clothes. Showers are unavailable at 
this time. We are working out the logistics of cleaning the 
showers in between sessions. Locker rooms are limited 
to three people per locker room. 
	 •	 Do I need to share a  swimming lane? No, this is 
up to each individual’s discretion. Some individuals have 
compromised health issues in which they may be uncom­
fortable sharing a lane. However, due to the number of 
people wishing to use the lap lanes — do your best to 
share or be efficient with your time. Then allow others to 
use a lane. Please be patient and understanding. 
	 •	 How do I make a reservation? Reservations are re­
quired for most everything at the Clubhouse. You can 
call the Reception Desk, 303-751-1811, extension 5. We 
are researching an online system or may use a separate 
email address to take reservations. 

HG Clubhouse HG Clubhouse 
EventsEvents

Phone 303-751-1811, x5
Clubhouse Manager Linda Aluise

Assistant Clubhouse Manager Lewis Boeve



Heather ’n Yon, November 2020    55

	 •	 Why are we checking people in at the East doors? It 
is recommended by the CDC to create a one-way path 
through the Clubhouse. Then avoid having too many peo­
ple in the Locker Room, crossing paths. As the weather 
gets colder, we will look at alternatives. 
	 •	 Important Reminder: Please do not show up any ear­
lier than 10 minutes prior to your time slot. The attendants 
uses that time to do a thorough cleaning of the area be­
fore the next session starts. 

		  Also, please remember to cancel your reservation 
if you are unable to attend. This helps another neighbor 
who may be able to fill your spot. 
		  Please feel free to email me your questions. I’ll share 
one each month in Heather ’n Yon. Thank you for your 
patience through this process. 
	 – Linda Aluise
	 linda.aluise@HeatherGardensmail.com

GATE CITY MOVING
Reliable, Responsible Movers
 A BBB Goldstar Company

Heather Gardens Discount
Heather Gardens References

303-744-8692
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	 President Andrew Jackson who 
was supported by the Democrats in 
1828, earned the nickname “Jack­
ass” for his stubbornness, says Jon 
Grinspan, curator of political history 
at the National Museum of Ameri­
can History. The image stuck to the 
Democrats and took off after the Civ­
il War, when they were seen as the 
defeated party that wouldn’t accept 
its loss. Around the same time, car­
toonist Thomas Nast started drawing 
a stumbling elephant to represent 
the Republican Party, once united by 
its abolitionist goal but struggling in 
the post war years. Originally some­
what insulting, the two symbols were 
embraced in the early 20th century. 
{Smithsonian.com, December 2019}

• • •
	 What was the origin of zip codes?
	 The U.S. Postal Service intro­
duced the “zone improvement plan” 
(ZIP) code in 1963. The nationwide 
system mechanized more of the work 
of mail sorting, which had previously 
been done by hand, says Lynn Hei­
delbaugh, curator at the National 
Postal Museum. The idea dates to 

1944, when postal inspector Robert 
Moon proposed adding a three-digit 
code to addresses; the first number 
referred to a region and the next two 
to a mail processing center. Two de­
cades later, after mail volumes had 
grown exponentially, Postmaster J. 
Edward Day adopted a version of 
that plan, adding a fourth and fifth 
digit designating a specific post of­
fice. The Zip code has been expand­
ed twice four additional numbers indi­
cate what side of the street, or even 
hallway, the destination is on. Two 
more numbers sequence the carri­
er’s route to make it more efficient. 
{Smithsonian.com, December 2019}

• • •
	 Did Japan ever compensate and 
apologize to the American civilians 
held captive in the Philippines during 
World War 2?
	 Not formally, says Frank Blazich, 
curator of modern military history at 
the National Museum of American 
History. Many civilian internees re­
ceived toke restitution from the U.S. 
War Claims Commission which liq­
uidated assets seized from Germa­
ny, the Imperial Japanese Empire 
and other Axis parties, and distribut­

ed more than R13.6 million to over 
9c000 internees of the Japanese in 
the 1950s. When Japan and the Al­
lies re-established relations in 1951, 
the multilateral Treaty of Peace 
waived reparations, citing Japan’s 
lack of resources as it rebuilt its 
economy. But despite statements of 
regret from Japanese politicians, Ja­
pan has never offered reparations or 
unambiguous apology to U.S. cap­
tives. {Smithsonian.com, November 
2019}

• • •
	 When did Americans start to 
worry that foreigners were interfering 
with U.S. politics?
	 In the earliest days of the Repub­
lic, says Jon Grinspan, a curator at 
the National Museum of American 
History. During the French Revolu­
tion, a faction of conservative, pro-En­
glish Americans worried that radical 
Jacobins — who were beheading 
the compatriots in Paris — would try 
to meddle in U.S. politics. That fear 
led to the 1798 passage of the Alien 
and Sedition Acts, which, among 
other things, tightened restrictions 
on criticism of the government and 

FYI…from page 34 

See FYI…page 59
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PROPERTY FOR SALE

Wanted to Rent or Purchase. 
Parking space or garage. Con-
tact Dana, 303-704-9152.

FOR RENT

2 Bedroom, 1 Bath. Available 
in November. Second floor end 
unit, same level as the building 
laundry room. Screened in lanai. 
Rent includes heat, water, trash, 
HOA dues. $1,250 per month. By 
owner, 303-503-9686.
Newly Remodeled Patio Home. 
2 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath. Finished 
basement, washer/dryer, dou-
ble-car garage. For information, 
call 303-622-6163 or 772-215-
6887.
2 Bedroom, 1 Bath. First floor 
end-unit condo with beautiful 
enclosed lanai.  Includes secure 
underground parking, in-unit 
washer dryer, and all appliances.  
$1,200 per month. Call Connie, 
303-919-1433.
 

Garage For Rent. Parking lot 
#2, space #240. Available imme-
diately. Call Svetlana: 303-915-
8597. 

FOR SALE

Fabulous Christmas Present:  
Mink Coat.  Full length, size 14. 
Marshall Field’s most expensive, 
$14,000. Cold storage, cleaned, 
and glazed every year. Den-
ver’s M L Furs certified appraisal 
$3,000. See at HG Omega. Best 
Offer: call 720-693-8020. 
Help!  Do You Know Anyone 
selling a car, truck, or SUV?  (I 
like “old cars” too!) I am looking 
for an original-owner, low-mile-
age vehicle. Will pay book-value, 
cash. Richard, 720-333-2120. 

SERVICES

Massage Therapy In Your 
Home. For seniors. Massage 
can help improve circulation, 
promote relaxation, aid in joint 
mobility, and reduce stress and 
tension. HG references avail-
able. Call Cheryl Raney, CMT, 
303-589-8902.
Licensed Massage Therapist 
In-home Visits. Pain? Stress? 
Massage therapy can help with 
an integrative session tailored 
to your needs! 23+ years expe-
rience LMT and CNA. Comfort 
touch, Swedish, deep tissue, 
neuromuscular, reflexology are 
some modalities offered. There-
sa Conde, LMT, 720-690-5016. 
$20 off first visit! 
Home Visits By Registered 
Nurse. Offers medical pedi-
cures/foot care, reflexology and 
other holistic modalities.  Re-
duced prices on services for res-
idents of Heather Gardens.  Call 
Kirsten, 303-668-8992, or visit 
www.kirstenantony.com. 
How’s Your Dental Coverage?  
Physician’s Mutual dental plan 
is affordable and better:  no de-
ductibles, no caps on services. 
More than 350 covered services. 
Choose covers any dentist. Cov-
ers dentures and implants.  Call 
Maria Gondra, 720-385-6006, 
for more information. “Protecting 
Your Health, Life, and Retire-
ment.” 
Professional Hair Care. In your 
home, men and women. Sham-
poo, sets, colors, perms, cuts 
men/women. State licensed 30 
years. Joy Scott, 303-755-1097. 
In Home Haircuts. Men and 
women, State licensed and prac-

ticing sanitation and sterilization 
for 28 years. Specializing in hair-
cuts for the last 15 years. Other 
services also available. Call or 
text Jennifer Cope, 720-940-
8092.
I Love Animals. Experienced, 
dogs walked and pet sitter. Ref-
erence available. Over 13 years 
experience. Call Carrie, 720-
325-3461, lewisa658@gmail.
com.

Pet Sitter/Walker. I’m an HG 
resident. I will walk, feed, admin-
ister medication, sit your pets. 
References upon request. Call 
Crystal, 720-391-3726. 
Dog Walker, Overnight Pet 
Care. Also companion, light 
housekeeping, grocery shop-
ping. Reasonable! Janet, 303-
987-2661.
Pet Sitting In My Home. As a 
former owner/operator of a pet- 
and house-sitting service, I have 
many years of loving experience 
with dogs. Also experienced with 
senior dogs, medications, etc. 
HG resident for 8 years. Ref-
erences available. Karen, 720-
535-1551. 
Just Call Jill. I’m here to help. 
Any task, just ask. Airport drop off 
and pick up. Dependable rides. 
HG resident senior concierge. 
Last-minute appointments OK. 
303-929-6351. 
My Natural Calling Senior 
Services. 37 years experience. 
Skilled and non-skilled long-term 
care, palliative and hospice care. 
References available. University 
educated in Aging Studies, Cul-
ture, Humanities. Available most 
nights and occasionally days. 
Cynthia Hardiman, 720-403-
6697, mynaturalcallingseniorser-
vices@gmail.com. 
Companion, Caregiver, PCA. 
14 years experience. Depend-
able, compassionate, honest. 
Grocery shopping, doctor, hair 
appointments, companion. Af-
fordable rates. HG references. 

Available Mon.–Fri. 8 am–noon, 
afternoons and Sat. by appt. 
only. Sarah Lee, 720-297-3317. 
Companionship, CNA, Care-
giver, Cleaning. Dependable, 
10 years experience. Doctor, hair 
appointments, grocery shopping, 
laundry. Affordable rates. HG 
references. Available Monday 
3:30–5 pm, Tuesday–Friday  
9 am–Noon/3:30–5 pm. Cirue 
Kumahn, 303-328-8176; Mary 
Zulu, 720-206-7332.
Experienced, Loving Caregiv-
er Available. Housecleaning, 
light cooking, grocery shopping 
with you or can deliver. Transpor-
tation for doctor appointments or 
errands. Any day of the week. 
References available. Call Cindy, 
303-910-7405.  
Cleaning. Many years cleaning 
at HG. Trustworthy, friendly and 
dependable. Free estimate. Su-
san, 303-537-5785.
Cut Rate Hauling. Junk and 
trash removal. All phases of 
rubbish removal. 720-434-8042, 
720-519-5559. Call today.
Hauling – Estate Cleanout Ser-
vice. General furniture removal, 
estate dispersal. Remove un-
wanted junk or appliances, or 
complete unit cleanout. David, 
720-879-7173. 
Lanai Windows Washed and 
other odd Jobs. Flexible pricing. 
Call Brian Bergner, 720-429-
6329, son of HG residents.
Window Cleaning. Former own-
ers Chris and Mike, same num-
ber: 303-756-8408. Call now to 
schedule a cleaning. We are fully 
insured and bonded.  Meticulous 
workers. BBB A+ Rating.  Serv-
ing the Front Range since 2004. 
New owner: Nick Rallo www.ral-
loswindows.com 
Al’s Window Washing. Refer-
rals; reliable, reasonable rates. 
10% discount for HG residents. 
720-237-4041, HG resident. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISINGCLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Deadline is the 17th of each 
month. Rate is 30¢ per word with a $6 minimum. Write your ad 
and deliver or mail with a check payable to Heather ’n Yon, c/o 
Mary Hafka, 14311 E Marina Dr, Aurora, CO 80014. Keep ads 
short (50 word maximum). Publication does not imply endorse-

ment. Call Mary Hafka, 303-368-7559;  
e-mail: mhafka@comcast.net
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loosened those on depor­
tation of non-citizens. The 
fear of meddling rose next 
in the 1840s, when the an­
ti-immigrant and anti-Cath­
olic Know-Nothing Party 

saw new immigrants from 
Ireland as part of a papal 
plot to take over America. 
{Smithsonian.com, Ju­
ly-August 2019}

Need Your Antique Lamps 
or any other electrical lamps 
repaired? Call John, 720-319-
3664. HG resident, free pickup 
and delivery.
Need Some Interior Décor 
Ideas? Do you want more excit-
ing rooms? I can help you. Inte-
rior design consulting. Choosing 
furniture, accessories, paint col-
ors, framed art. I do all window 
coverings: drapery, blinds. Kathy 
Liss, Heather Gardens Interiors, 
303-618-2599. 

Costume Jewelry Repair. This 
is a great time to repair your 
broken jewelry, including watch-
bands. Need easy on the hands/
eyes clasps? I live in HG and 
offer free consult, pick-up and 
delivery, with COVID protocols.  
Super reasonable rates. Sharon, 
303-882-2929 or sharonwestmo-
reland@me.com.
Notary: HG Resident. I’ll come 
to you. No trip charge. Reason-
able rates. Call Nancy, 303-902-
6166.

Free Legal Coaching. Retired 
attorney. Estate planning. Busi-
ness law, family law. Call 303-
367-1980. 

WANTED

Electric Scooters. Wanted to 
buy. Alan, 303-232-1212. HG 
resident, serving HG 16 years.
Wanted: Knives and Military 
Items. Alan, 303-232-1212. HG 
resident, serving HG 16 years. 
Wanted to Buy. I am searching 
for old coins and coin collections, 

silver and gold jewelry, tea sets, 
flatware, antiques from China 
and Japan. Old watches, more. 
A collector and dealer of fine an-
tiques. Can’t have estate sale? I 
also purchase entire estate con-
tents. Please call Ted, HG resi-
dent, 720-327-7867. 
Cat Sitter Needed Occasion-
ally. Two cats, B212. Contact 
Dana, 303-704-9152.

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

303-332-8462

Licensed • Insured • Senior Citizen Discount
New Installations • Repair • Remodel

All Plumbing Problems • Drain Cleaning

A+ Plumbing

Oleg

FYI…from page 56 Happy Thanksgiving —  
however you choose to  

celebrate this year!
– Heather ’n Yon staff
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SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

Painting and Wallpapering by Nathan
Quality Work at Reasonable Rates.

Crown Molding • Baseboard • Chair Rail Installation
Drywall • Texturing • Faux Paint • Cabinets • Handyman

Honest and Reliable
Nathan Cordova 303-341-5542

Ready and Willing to Help
Administrative/Typing needs, Bill Pay/Personal 

Bookkeeping, Home/Office Organization,  
Transportation, Meal Prep,  Med tracking,  

Pet Sitting, and so much more!  Call for a brochure.
Holly Emick 303-349-6631

Full Window Cleaning and 
Screen Mesh Replacement

	 HG Discount

Yellowtail Window Cleaning

Bernie 720-232-4779
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SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

A Pane in the GlassA Pane in the Glass
Full Service glass, screen and window replacement
Lanai, Patio Door, Window and Closet Door Repairs
Prompt • Courteous • Professional • Reliable Service

7% Discount for HG Residents
Michael Garcia 303-478-6768
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	 In October, a golfer got attacked 
by a bull elk, on the Evergreen Golf 
Course, and was sent to the hospital. 
The golf cart in which the golfer was 
riding sustained irreparable damage. 
I believe this occurred because the 
golfer was wearing a red polo shirt, 
and the elk mistook him for a Trump 
supporter.
	 Conversely, maybe I got this 
wrong, and the elk was the Trump 
supporter. These days, it’s so hard 
to tell — it would be difficult to get a 
MAGA shirt and hat on, over those 
antlers.
	 In a time when even the elk 
seem unusually cranky, this might 
be a good opportunity to take stock 
about why everyone is so tense. 
Politics? The virus and its smother­
ing quarantining? The onset of gray, 
winter weather, with its seasonal 
affective disorders?
	 Just being in the HG age group 
comes with its fair share of crabbi­
ness, I decided long ago. In October 
— as I do every election — I voted 
my ballot immediately upon receiv­
ing it. This is so that, if I get run over 
by an RTD bus or struck down by an 
errant golf ball, my vote still will get 
counted.
	 But this “I’ve already voted” syn­
drome comes with a regular annoy­
ance quotient. Even though I’ve 
voted (and despite proudly wear­
ing my “I Voted” sticker, my “Vote” 
coronavirus mask, and my Vote 
necklace commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of Women’s Sufferage), 
I still receive reams of politically 
motivated mailers. I get stuck watch­
ing repetitious candidate ads on TV. 
Deeply offended, I cart the mailers 
to the recycling bin, and scream at 
the TV set. It’s my deeply held belief 
that, once I’ve voted, I shouldn’t be 
subject to these onslaughts. And yet, 
they just keep coming.
	 (And don’t even get me started 
about the political emails. Arg-g-g-g-

g-g-gh! Make it stop!)
	 In an effort to calm my cranky 
feelings, I cast my mind back to the 
last time when I was in this bad a 
mood. It was about 18 months ago, 
when I took a trip to France, to com­
memorate the 75th anniversary of 
D-Day. (For those of you who didn’t 
even notice I was gone — you’re not 
very observant, are you?)
	 My dog, Mortie, certainly missed 
me. I could tell from the way she 
tried to rip my face off, when I picked 
her up from the kennel. She was 
so glad I was home. It’s taken all of 
the past 18 months to re-establish 
myself in her good graces.
	 It was harder to tell with the cat. 
He’s 21 years old, now, and — so 
long as someone plunks his food 
down, twice a day — he’s not picky 
about who the plunker is. The sub­
stitute plunker, who tended his every 
need for the week I was gone, suited 
him just fine.
	 My weeklong trip resulted in a 
major pain in my gluteus maximus 
— with a heavy dose of gluteus 
medius and gluteus minimus thrown 
in. At the very start of the trip, I pulled 
a muscle, climbing on and off the 
steep stairs of the tour bus. Since 
the entire trip consisted of clamoring 
on and off the bus, several times a 
day, things didn’t get better.
	 I know it’s tempting to make 
predictable jokes about having a 
pain in the rear, and to blame it 
all on the French — because we 
Americans enjoy blaming stuff on the 
French — but I found this affliction 
cast a pall over my enjoyment of the 
remarkable events we encountered 
in Normandy. 
	 When I got to The Louvre 
Museum, and saw all those steps a 
tourist has to transverse to get from 
exhibition room to exhibition room, I 
seriously thought about sitting in the 
museum corner and weeping softly. 
It wouldn’t have been because I was 

overcome by the D-Day events, mov­
ing though they were.
	 The good news is, the gluteus 
maximus, and all its brother pains, 
faded when the tour was over and 
I kissed that bus goodbye. I even 
sprang for an Uber back to the 
Charles De Gaulle Airport, although a 
free bus ride was offered — because 
when a women’s gluteus has had 
enough, it’s had enough.
	 As happens when pains fade, I 
soon was remembering only the won­
derful parts of the trip: the panorama 
of the English Channel — arising 
gray — beyond Omaha Beach. And 
Sound of the Rockies — the choral 
group with which I traveled — sing­
ing in the sand, breaking from their 
planned repertoire, for once, to mov­
ingly perform any songs they felt like.
	 WW2 veteran Sam Pitzen tells 
me he has a photograph of me 
pushing him in his wheelchair around 
the scenic stone streets in the town 
of Sainte-Mère-Église, in the rain. I 
never got around to asking him for 
a copy of it, but I’m sure it’s very 
attractive. It rained a lot in Normandy, 
that June. We all looked like different 
versions of drowned rats, most of 
the time. Some nice lady took pity 
on Sam and me, and gave us her 
umbrella.
	 Last June, one year later, the 
annual D-Day celebrations were dif­
ferent. The COVID-19 virus was in 
full bloom, and many tourists had 
to stay home. Those who travel to 
Normandy, every year, were quoted 
in the news as being sad, because 
so few people came to commemo­
rate the event. Omaha Beach was 
empty.
	 Events such as the coronavirus 
pandemic have a way of aligning 
one’s attitude. I was glad I went to 
Normandy in June 2019, after all, 
because the following year — and 
for an unknown future — it became 
impossible.
	 So I’ll try to stop grousing. 
Conditions these days aren’t so bad. 
If lonely, we can all meet up for a 
spirited game on the Golf Course. 
	 Just watch out for those angry 
elk. Who knows what subversive 
group with which they might be affili­
ated?

O v e r h e a r d  @  H G
Vive la différence? 

Them’s fightin’ words
by Mary Hafka






