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	 The July 11 HGA Board Meeting convened with eight 
directors present. Two homeowners who applied to fill the 
ninth, vacant, seat on the board presented their creden-
tials to all.
	 Chuck Montgomerie, B214, and Mel Rawles, B202, 
each received four votes, on the first ballot, to fill the va-
cant seat. The board voted a second time, and elected 
Montgomerie to serve on the board until Dec. 31.
	 Montgomerie is a two-year resident of HG. He stated 
he had extensive experience in working with HOAs, in his 
previous career as a realtor.
	 The board also ratified the appointment of John Coil 
to the board, and as the board’s treasurer. It also ratified 
making him a signer on the bank account, while concur-
rently removing retired treasurer Susan Lambert as a 
signer.
	 President Kay Sawyer admitted she’d made a mis-
take, at the June meeting, in not having the board vote on 
Coil’s appointment. Because he was the only homeowner 
to apply for the vacancy, Sawyer simply appointed him.
	 Coil reported on the status of the Capital Reserve 
program, noting, “It appears costs will rise by the end of 
this year at a faster rate than the inflation number that 
was used.” The change might lead to an adjustment, 
during the budget process, of the amount of money ear-
marked to be collected in homeowners fees for the capi-
tal reserve fund.
	 He also reported, “The monthly operating analysis 
(MOA) continues to raise concerns about surpluses that 
arise at the end of each month.”
	 The MOA indicated a surplus of $260,000, to date. 
“We will continue to ask, what’s not being done? If it’s 
nothing, we might lower the budget,” Coil said.
	 The board approved changing the date of its monthly 
meeting to the third Tuesday of each month. The date of 
the Budget & Finance (B&F) Committee Meeting would 
change, too, to the day (Monday) before the board meet-
ing. The later dates would give the B&F Committee and 
the board more time to study the financial reports pro-

duced by the controller each month.
	 Coil led a discussion on involving HGA committees 
more in identifying capital projects. When initiating the 
capital reserve program, he said, the subcommittee iden-
tified projects to be funded under the program with the 
help of HG employees. Only one other board director, 
Kathy Berman, attended the meetings.
	 In the future, Coil said, he would recommend that 
standing committees identify or review capital reserve 
projects by July in advance of the annual budget review. 
Projects on the list could be added, removed, or put on 
a different timeline. The Capital Reserve Subcommittee, 
then, would be charged with coming up with a plan for 
how to fund the recommended projects that were priori-
tized for next budget year, and for several years to come.
	 When the meeting opened to residents wishing to ad-
dress the board, Marilyn Anger, B236 spoke on the topic 
of second-hand smoke seeping into her unit. While HG 
instituted some changes to its smoking policy in 2015, 
Anger indicated that the changes were too mild and al-
lowed “grandfathering” to existing residents. It did not as-
sist her family in the health concerns they experienced 
while living next door to a heavy smoker. (Grandfathering 
meant that the new rules did not apply to current resi-
dents who smoked, only to new owners and renters.) 
	 Anger noted her husband died recently. “I have cham-
pioned getting rid of grandfathering [those who smoked 
in 2015]. Someone has to do something. People who 
smoke are not a protected class, according to the state. 
They [the state] say I have to file a lawsuit. I am now pre-
pared to do that. I’m asking the board to do something.” 
	 Other actions by the board:
	 …ratified an approval for installation of an air condi-
tioner in a B243 unit.
	 …tabled proposed changes to 
the Architectural Control Committee 
PM, for additional study. 

New director appointed, treasurer 
appointed last month ratified

Two flower memorials flank East 
Yale Avenue, marking the site not far 

from HG where a tragic car accident caused 
the deaths of HG residents, Jetta and Larry 
Feil, B219. 
(See story, 
page 31.)
Photos by 

Anne Hum-
mel-Gillis
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See Fire…page 10

 Extra! Extra! Information for you–
Pool maintenance

	 A big “Thank you”  to Ray Black-
well, Joe Giacinto and other main-
tenance staff for all their hard work 
in cleaning the indoor pool. It looks 
great! 
	 Also thanks to Cheryl Branch for 
pitching in during that time to assist 
with the outdoor pools.
	 Now that both pools are open, it’s 
a good time to remind everyone of 
the pool hours, and also some gen-
eral  pool rules. 
	 Family hours for the outdoor 
pool: Monday–Friday 10 am– 
12:30 pm, Saturday and Sunday, 
10 am–2 pm. The indoor pool is not 
open for family swim time during the 
summer months. 
	 Each unit is allowed up to four 
guests. Residents must be at the 
pool with their guests.

	 Some reminders:
	 •	 Please do not spit in the pool and 
on the deck.
	 •	 Please do not wear band-aids 
in the pool. If a cut requires a band-
aid, you should not be in the pool. No 
open sores in the pool. 
	 •	 Please shower prior to entering 
pool and spa. You may think your lo-
tion will not affect the pool, however, 
it throws off the chemical and calcium 
balance, which then results in clean-
ing the pool filters more frequently. 
	 •	 Voices carry in water. Your con-
versations may not be as private as 
you think, please be aware . 
	 •	 When escorting children to the 
pool, please use discretion when en-
tering locker rooms of the opposite 
sex. Announce your entrance. Chil-
dren (8 years and older) should use 

appropriate locker room. A family ca-
bana is available next to the Fitness 
Room. If you need assistance in get-
ting a child through the locker room, 
please ask someone at the Recep-
tion Desk for assistance. 
	 •	 During Family hours, the Pool At-
tendant has discretion to enforce all 
rules, including banning offenders, 
prohibiting large flotation devices 
and closing the pool due to health or 
weather conditions. 
	 Both the Indoor and Outdoor 
Pools will close if there is thunder 
and lightening overhead. The pools 
will remain closed for 30 minutes af-
ter storm has passed. 

– Linda Aluise
Clubhouse Manager

Replacing smoke detectors at HG
	 Heather Gardens (HG) has 
announced a replacement program 
for AC-wired smoke detectors in all 
units.
	 Most of these detectors have 
exceeded the recommended 
10-year-life cycle, and do not have 
battery backup, HG has embarked 
on a program to replace all the built-
in smoke detectors in HG units. Due 
to the scope and expense involved, 
the replacement program will be 
spread over seven years, starting 
with the oldest buildings and working 
to the newest. There will be no cost 
to the homeowner. 
	 NOTE: The smoke detector 
wired into your unit only sounds an 
alarm when detecting smoke IN your 
unit. It does not trigger the building 
alarm. It does not call 911. You have 
to do that.	
	 See HG Fire Evacuation Plan  
(facing page) that should already 
be posted on your building’s bulletin 

board. It is also available on the HG 
website: www.heathergardens.org/
ResourceCenter/13855/Resource-
Center

Security and Safety/Safety Tips
Fire Evacuation Plan
	 The original AC-wired smoke 
detectors did not have a battery 
backup in case of power failures. 
Today all wired smoke detectors 
come with backup batteries. 
	 Your smoke detector is inspect-
ed yearly by HG staff when your 
annual plumbing is inspected (IF you 
give access to your unit). The alarm 
is tested with the push button (tests 
the electrical) and with a “Smoke-in-
a-can” (that simulates real smoke), to 
check the detector circuit. 
	 It is recommended that you also 
test your smoke alarm monthly by 
pushing the test button yourself. You 
don’t need a ladder, just use a broom 
handle, mop handle, etc,. to push the 
button momentarily.

	 M a i n t e n a n c e 
began replacing the 
smoke alarms in 
B201, B202, B203 
and B204 ​in April. 
The program will 
continue until all 
units have been replaced.
	 As previously covered in the 
Nov. 2016 issue of Heather ’n Yon, 
the SEC Committee also recom-
mends adding one additional detec-
tor per floor level. It could be one 
near your kitchen (but not in the 
kitchen), to duplicate alarms when 
there is smoke in your condo. The 
wired-in smoke alarms are placed in 
the hallway outside your bedrooms, 
and may be some distance from the 
kitchen where most fires begin.
	 The SEC Committee also sug-
gests that you might want to add a 
smoke detector in the outside hall-
way (multi-story building residents) 
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Recall HGMD election could remove 
Director Vincent Velasquez

HG Fire Evacuation Plan
	 This Fire Evacuation Plan has 
been coordinated with the Aurora 
Fire Department. It is an excellent 
quick reference list, and should be 
placed in a conspicuous location as 
a reminder to follow in case of a fire.
To Report a Fire: Call 911
	 1.	 If there is smoke or fire in your 
unit — stay calm, get out safely, close 
your door, and do not lock it.
	 2.	 Information needed for 911 
Dispatch
		  a)	 Give the street address and 

unit (if applicable).
		  b)	 Give your name and tele-
phone number.
		  c)	 Give the nature of the fire 
and any injuries.
	 3.	 Activate the building alarm (if 
applicable)
When the Alarm Sounds 
(Remain in your unit)
	 1.	 If you don’t smell smoke or see 
fire, STAY PUT!
	 2.	 Keep your door closed, but un-
locked.

	 3.	 BE READY TO EVACUATE.
		  a)	 Dress appropriately for the 
weather. Have a flashlight. Do not 
carry any personal property.
		  b)	 Use the end stairwells if 
possible. The center stairwell should 
be left clear for Fire Fighter use.
		  c)	 DO NOT use the elevator.
		  d)	 Fire Department and HGA 
security personnel will assist handi-
capped residents evacuate accord-
ingly.

– Heather Gardens Security
303-750-9477

	 The sample ballot, shown at right, for the HGMD 
Recall Election to remove Director Vincent Velasquez 
was mailed to all eligible voters in HGMD during the 
third week of July. Completed ballots may be returned 
to a lock box at the HG Clubhouse, or sent by mail to 
the company managing the election, Special District 
Management Services Inc. by Aug. 9. Details are in-
cluded with the ballot.
 There are two elements to the ballot. First, 
you should vote “yes” or “no” to removing Director 
Velasquez. Second, you may vote for one of three 
candidates to replace him: Gary Hizer, B232; Bonnie 
McMullen, B234; or Sandra Rosenberg, STH. The can-
didate with the most votes will join the HGMD Board, if 
Velasquez has more “yes” votes than “no” votes in the 
balloting. Velasquez will remain a board director until 
May 2020 if the “no” votes outnumber the “yes” votes 
in this election.
	 Re: voter eligibility. To vote in the election one 
must be an “eligible elector,” which is defined as:
		  A person who is registered to vote in Colorado and 
meets at least one of the following requirements:
•	 A resident of the District, or
•	 The owner (or the spouse or civil union partner of the 
owner) of taxable real or personal property situated in 
the District. 
	 Mail ballots will be sent to the address indicated on 
your voter registration filed with Arapahoe County. While 
eligible electors MUST be registered in Colorado, it is 
NOT REQUIRED that the address listed on your voter 
registration, be an address in the District. 

AJ Beckman, District Manager
Special District Management Services Inc.

• • •
	 If the recall election is successful, and Director Velas-
quez is removed, interviews of candidates to fill three 
open director positions on the HGMD board will be con-

ducted and appointments made at a special meeting 1 
pm Friday, Aug. 25, in Sandberg Auditorium. New direc-
tors will be seated, then participate in a short business 
meeting. 
	 Self-nomination papers are available in the Manage-
ment Office. Your application must be returned by noon 
Friday, Aug. 18. Residents who have previously applied 
need not apply again, but must indicate their continued 
interest in joining the HGMD Board by emailing Heather 
Gardens’ Executive Secretary Stephanie Wyche, stepha-
nie.wyche@heathergardens.org, prior to the deadline.
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Charles Anger (236)
Jetta Feil (219)
Larry Feil (219)
Lucile McCann (former 232)
Jim Metcalf (218)
Marjorie Sutton (202)
Vivian Turner (former 218)

IN MEMORIAM

Sobering Statistics…
	 •	 One of every three Americans aged 65 years or older 
falls each year.
	 •	 Falls are the most common cause of fatal injuries in 
people aged 65 years or older.
	 •	 Fractures from falls are a leading cause of disability 
and loss of independence.
	 •	 Most falls occur in the home and can be prevented by 
Step-Smart changes!

Step-Smart Tip #1 - Take Care of Yourself
	 •	 Get regular medical checkups. Talk to your doctor 
to ensure you are taking appropriate levels and types of 
medication.
	 •	 Have your hearing and vision checked on a regular 
basis.
	 •	 Exercise regularly and eat nutritious meals.

Step-Smart Tip #2 - Remove Existing Hazards
	 •	 Remove throw rugs or fasten to the floor with double-
sided carpet tape.
	 •	 Keep cords out of pathways.
	 •	 Clean up spills as soon as they happen.

	 •	 Use sturdy stepstools with handrails. If you use a lad-
der, be sure it’s the right size for the job and that it’s se-
cured. Don’t be afraid to ask for help!
	 •	 Arrange furniture to minimize obstructions and allow 
for easy navigation.
	 •	 Have sidewalks and walkways repaired so that sur-
faces are level.

Step-Smart Tip #3 - Add Protection
	 •	 Wear shoes with non-skid soles.
	 •	 Turn on lights when walking through dark rooms or 
hallways.
	 •	 Use night lights in bathrooms, bedrooms, and hall-
ways.
	 •	 Install grab bars in the bathtub, shower, and toilet ar-
eas.
	 •	 Install handrails on both sides of interior and exterior 
stairwells.
	 •	 Place phones in multiple rooms in case you need to 
call for emergency assistance.
	 – Life Safety Division

Aurora Fire Department

Step Smart Tips for Seniors

Fire…from page 6 

to alert you if a neighbor down the 
hall has a fire. If you didn’t keep the 
November 2016 issue of Heather ’n 
Yon to review the article about smoke 
alarms (page 6), the archives are 
available in the HG Library or on the 
website: www.heathergardens.org/
ResourceCenter/13855/Resource-
Center/ 
	 The new smoke detectors are 
equipped with a new 10-year sealed 
Lithium-Ion battery (the life of the 
detector). Annual battery changes 
should not be required for the new 
wired-in units. If you have supple-
mental detectors in the living or din-
ing area, or outside in the hallway, 
you can buy the newer type detec-
tors with these lifetime batteries for 
$30-40 at Home Depot, Lowes or 
Amazon.com. 
	 A cheaper alternative may be 
purchased at Walmart that sells a 
basic detector for $7. It uses the 
regular 9-volt battery that requires 

changing about once per year. ALL of 
these detectors should be checked 
MONTHLY by pushing the test but-
ton.
	 If you add supplemental de
tectors, the HG Maintenance 
Department can help you install all 
that you purchase for a $20 fee. 
There will be no installation fee for 
replacing the wired-in detectors that 
HG is installing in all units.
	 Note: First Alert and Kidde are 
the two major brands selling the new 
10-year-battery smoke detectors. 
They are marketing them in pairs, 
with the newer detectors having both 
smoke detectors and carbon monox-
ide detectors included in the same 
unit. 
	 Smoke detectors should 
be mounted up high about 2 feet 
below the ceiling (hot smoke rises). 
Because multi-story building resi-
dents do NOT have gas appliances, 
stoves, or furnaces, they do not need 
a carbon monoxide detector. Any 
supplemental detectors you want to 

add can be a single detector mount-
ed up high for smoke detection. 
	 Country Place condos and 
Townhome units DO have gas appli-
ances. It is prudent for residents in 
these homes to have both smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors. For 
best coverage, if a combined smoke 
and carbon monoxide detector is 
used, it should be installed outside 
every bedroom in the ceiling or the 
upper wall.

​Rudy Morris​
B217

​HGA SEC Committee

The Aurora Fire Department provides this information as a public service with the intent of improving safety within 
the city of Aurora and “ensuring a safe community.” This bulletin is intended to provide general information related 

to Step-Smart and is not designed nor can be relied upon to completely cover all situations.
Your safety can best be assured through continued personal vigilance, education and diligence.
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	 The future of the Heather Gardens Metropolitan Dis-
trict (HGMD) lies in your hands, along with every other 
resident and homeowner. Literally. By that, I mean you 
received a ballot (between July 18 and July 25) concern-
ing a recall of one director. If the recall is successful, a 

candidate on that ballot will fill the remaining term for that 
person. Your vote will determine the course of HGMD. 
The deadline for returning ballots, either by mail or to be 
dropped off at the mail ballot drop-off location at the Club-
house, is no later than 7 pm Wednesday, Aug. 9. Since 
this is a mail ballot election, all voting will occur by mail 
ballots. The ballot drop-off location is for drop-off only. No 
walk-in voting will occur at polling places. 
	 If the recall passes, the results of the election will be 
certified by the canvass board on Wednesday, Aug. 23. 
Following certification by the canvass board, the newly 
elected director will subscribe to an oath of office, and 
may be seated at a special meeting on Friday, Aug. 25. 
Interviews will be conducted at that meeting, and three 
candidates may be appointed to fill the remaining vacan-
cies. 

	 With respect to the residents of B217 on the 6th 
floor and the article that appeared in last month’s issue 
of Heather ’n Yon, I know it is difficult for most HG resi-
dents to imagine the frustration you are feeling after be-
ing homeless for a period of 14 months after the fire in 
one unit in May 2016. The HGA Board and I know that 
your stress level has understandably hit the top of the 
charts.
	 It is true that the chain of command puts the board in 
first position in all matters of HG, with General Manager 
Calvin White working at the board’s direction. Further-
more, as president, I am the spokesman for the board. I 
inherited the 6th floor fire and all efforts to rebuild begin-
ning Jan. 1, 2017, when I began my term as president. At 
that time, there was a board director who had accepted 
the responsibility to liaise with the 6th floor residents.
	 The board was relying on weekly reports from Der-
rick, the RESCON Project  Manager. Derrick resigned on 
May 1, after lying to the board as well as to the residents 
and his company. Next came project manager Chuck, 
who lasted only one month. He was followed by the com-
pany Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Bill Graham. In the 
last week, Joe McDonald has been named project man-
ager. 
	 This project has lasted too long. It is unfortunate that 
the board was not aware of the mismanagement and lack 
of true progress for months.
	 Currently, both Calvin and I are doing our own weekly 
inspections. When I saw no progress on my second in-

spection, we called a meeting with the CEO of RESCON 
and a board attorney who has been working on the fire 
negotiations. A timeline was established that included in-
stalling electrical work, cabinets, flooring, fixtures, plumb-
ing, and drywall finishes. I will personally continue to in-
spect this work with the intent to keep the timeline on 
target.
	 While I believe that the board should have been in-
specting and tracking the work long ago, I can’t redo his-
tory. Hopefully the end should be in sight now. I cannot 
tell you how badly I feel about the long delays on this 
project. HG residents (neighbors) should not have been 
without their homes for this long. 
	 Hindsight allows for growth. As president of the HGA 
Board, I recognize that many areas of change are need-
ed for leadership at HG going forward. 
	 First, with respect to major work on the property — 
whether it be fire, weather damage, or upkeep — the 
HGA Board should inspect the work, and when appro-
priate have the residents involved in decisions surround-
ing said work. Many of the problems with restoring B217 
could have been avoided with transparency, involvement, 
and inspections. 
	 Second, HG does not have any training for the in-
coming president as to their role. This needs to change. 
I plan on putting together clear guidelines for any future 
president. 
	 I do run the HGA Board meetings using Robert’s 
Rules of Order as required by our bylaws. General rules 
are announced at the beginning of each meeting. I apolo-
gize for having to cut some of you short because of the 
three-minute rule to address the board, but it is in the 
interest of having an efficient meeting. If you do not get a 
concern explained or question answered, I do follow up 
with this information by email or phone to all speakers.
	 I am also a resident of HG and enjoy the wonderful 
extremely well-maintained grounds, activities, entertain-
ment, clubs, Library and beautiful Clubhouse. I am happy 
to be a part of this retirement community. I believe that it 
is run by excellent people, both residents and staff. 

HGA Board
President
Reports

By Kay Sawyer

See Baldwin…page 27

By Craig Baldwin

HGMD Board
Secretary
Reports
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	 At its July meeting, the HGA 
Board voted to change its meeting to 
the third Tuesday of the month. It was 
made for quite practical reasons — it 
gave more time to develop the criti-
cal monthly financial reports. Then 
the Budget & Finance Committee 
and board directors get more time to 
review these before their meetings. 
	 The HGA Board meeting had pre-
viously been a complicated schedule: 
second Tuesday after the first Mon-
day. Sometimes it was the second 
Tuesday of the month. Sometimes it 
was the third.
	 As the editor and publisher of 
this newsmagazine, Heather ’n Yon, I 
gulped. The monthly deadline for ma-
terial to go into Heather ’n Yon is the 
15th of the month. Most of the adver-
tisers and residents who submit let-
ters or stories are accustomed to this 
schedule. It has allowed my staff and 
me to easily put the newsmagazine 
together then get it delivered to your 
doorstep by the first of each following 
month.
	 Now, I am not sure that will al-
ways work. Because I consider it 
fairly important that the two board 
meetings are reported on as soon 
after they happened, there may be 
some months when the deadline and 
delivery of the newsmagazine will be 
delayed.
	 Looking at the months remain-
ing in 2017, a deadline on the 15th is 
good for every month except one — 
November. If the HGA Board does not 
meet until Nov. 21 (the third Tuesday 
that is two days before Thanksgiving) 
this newsmagazine’s deadline may 
have to slip a few days. Then, I have 
to consider that the printer usually is 
closed for Thanksgiving and some-
times for Black Friday, although there 
might be a “skeleton” crew working.
	 Heather ’n Yon might not be de-
livered until Dec. 4, if this series of 
events occurs. My suggestion is that 
you check page 34 (third page of the 
calendar) for each month’s deadline.

• • •

Quintessential American culture
	 The July 16 issue of Parade 
Magazine had an article by Kathleen 
McLeary, that listed diverse national 
treasures in “America the Unique.” I 
won’t list all of them, but I will chal-
lenge HG readers to write about 
those things that they remember 
being created in the U.S., and still 
dominate American culture. Submit 
those thoughts, ideas and your es-
say to Heather ’n Yon at its box in the 
Clubhouse, or via email, LynnNeu@
comcast.net. I’ll publish those in fu-
ture issues of these newsmagazines.
	 Among the items listed by 
McLeary:
	 •	 Little League Baseball, which be-
gan in 1939 in Williamsport, Pennsyl-
vania. It has become the world’s larg-
est organized youth-sports program 
with 200,000 teams in all 50 states 
and 80 countries.
	 •	 Crash Test Dummy was “invent-
ed by Samuel W. Alderson in 1960 to 
gauge the impact of car wrecks on 
humans.” In the 1980s and 1990s, 
commercials starring Vince and Larry 
(animated crash test dummies) led to 
an increase in safety belt usage from 
14 to 74 percent.
	 •	 Chocolate Chip Cookie is 79 
years old this year. Owner of a Toll 
House restaurant in Whitman, Mas-
sachusetts, Ruth Wakefield added 
cut-up bits of chocolate to the cookie 
she served with ice cream.
	 •	 Food Trucks are a fast grow-
ing industry in 
the U.S. (You 
can see this 
locally by the 
increased pres-
ence of these 
trucks in metro 
Denver at large 
events/fairs or 
farmers’ mar-
kets.) “More 
than 4,000 food 
trucks roam the 
U.S., generat-
ing $1.2 bil-

lion in annual revenue.” Historically, 
it started with push cart vendors in 
17th-century New Amsterdam (now 
New York City) and post-Civil War 
chuck wagons.
	 •	 Crayons debuted in 1903, cre-
ated by Binney & Smith Company 
in Pennsylvania. Do you color within 
the lines or outside the lines? Or, are 
freehand illustrations your prefer-
ence?

• • •
	 The following “rules” was pro-
vided by Nancy McBride, CP3, at a 
recent Communications Committee 
meeting. Chair Bill Reynolds has is-
sued a call for three new members 
to the committee. It’s a fun group that 
grapples with how to improve com-
munications to HG residents. 

8 Rules for Public Relations
(Originally printed in an unknown 
publication from Ivan Kershner, 
an administrative assistant with 
the North Platte, Nebraska, Public 
Schools.)
•	 No matter what you do, it isn’t 
enough.
•	 No matter what you do, it will be 
misinterpreted by somebody.
	 •	 No matter how many copies you 
distribute, you have forgotten some-
body.
•	 No matter how many people proof-
read, something is misspelled.
•	 Media importance is awarded to 
an issue in direct opposition to that 
given the issue by your boss.
•	 Never fall prey to the thought that 
your organization’s side of an issue 
is understood.
	 •	 Assume a total vacuum of com-
prehension on the part of all parties, 
and you shall not be disappointed.
	 • No matter who you know, some-
body else knows somebody more im-
portant.

by Lynn Donaldson, Editor of Heather ’n Yon

Deadlines and other 
musings

Publisher ’s Corner

Above: Two of the six trucks at the July Rodeo at Aurora 
Municipal Center. Most handle lines efficiently. Ice cream 

truck was popular.
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	 Summer is in full swing, and Heather Gardens (HG) 
is seeing many renovations being done in units and 
around the property during this busy construction sea-
son. It is understandable for owners to want to improve 
their homes. During the planning of your renovations, you 
will need to keep in mind the Architectural rules for HG. 
Architectural control regulations are not just to create a 
hurdle for you to leap over in your pursuit to complete 
your projects; it helps to protect the association and own-
ers from making costly mistakes.
	 Unfortunately, many times the dream of a newly ren-
ovated unit can turn into a nightmare if the proper steps 
aren’t followed. Much of HG was built in the 1970s when 
lead-based paint and asbestos were readily used in the 
construction process. You may have seen the notices 
displayed by the state of Colorado saying that, based 

upon the age of the property, the state requires tests be 
performed before certain work is done within your unit.
	 In addition to the state requirements, HG provides at 
least some protection to prevent problems. The process 
that should be followed by residents wishing to do work in 
their units is to submit an Architectural Control Project Ap-
plication to the Management Office. The project will be re-
viewed, parameters given, and generally approved within 
30 days by the Architectural Control Committee (ACC). 
On some occasions, you may need to provide more in-
formation about your project. Or in rare instances, you 
may have to meet with the ACC to discuss your project. 
In the end, all parties involved hope that you are able to 
complete your project in a safe and efficient manner.
	 The guidelines for following the process for Archi-
tectural Control are contained in the main document of 
rules, Procedure Memorandum A1 or PMA1, located on 
the HG website (www.heathergardens.org) or in the Man-
agement Office. At times, following these steps can save 
hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars because making 
corrections after a project is finished, if improperly com-
pleted, can be costly.
	 Please remember to contact the Management Office 
before you start your renovation project. Once your proj-
ect has been approved — have fun improving your home!

General Manager
•	 Attended board and committee 
meetings.
•	 Reviewed payables and Capital 
Projects.
•	 Reviewed ACC Project Approval 
forms.
•	 Attended B217 meeting.
Controller
•	 Submitted applications for insur-
ance renewals.
•	 Hired Martha Kouba for Resident 
Services Coordinator position. 
•	 Updated job description for new 
HR position.
•	 Began recruiting process for the 
HR Generalist position.
•	 Reviewed the HGA Capital Re-
serve plan with the new HGA Trea-
surer.
•	 Reviewed changes to Capital Re-
serve schedules as requested by 
HGA board.
•	 Updated the Return-to-Work poli-
cy.
Paint
•	 Completed 44 work orders.
•	 Continued working on chair project 

and began painting walls in B207.
•	 Painted parking stripes on parking 
deck of B215.
•	 Continued working on Walk Around 
work orders.
•	 Attended safety meeting.
•	 Completed painting reception area 
of the Management Office. 
•	 Completed drywall repair and 
painting of men’s and women’s lock-
er rooms.
Maintenance
•	 Completed 1,012 work orders. Of 
those 137 were billable to owners. 
•	 Completed plumbing inspections at 
B206 and CP2.
•	 Completed repair of slab water-
proofing at B224.
•	 Installed Fire Department key Knox 
Boxes in B221, B222, B224, B231, 
B232, B233, B234, B235 and B236. 
•	 Installed new A/H evaporator pads 
in five multi-story buildings and res-
taurant.
•	 Replaced rusted out window wells 
at 2774 and 2820 South Heather 
Gardens Way 
•	 Modified 12 light fixtures to LED 
lighting in dining area in the restau-
rant.
•	 Replaced cast iron tee for the tub 
drain in B233.

•	 Re-installed lanai railing back on 
concrete slab at B213.
•	 Repaired a 4-inch cast iron pipe in 
garage at B218.
•	 Replaced A/H fluid control valve in 
B203.
•	 Replaced heat pump motor in 
B201. 
•	 Installed a new evaporative cooler 
for Mechanics shop at Maintenance 
building. 
•	 Installed new stack isolation valve 
in B217 for the 02 stack. 
•	 Completed elevator cab renovation 
at B223. 
•	 Installed a new mailbox in CP4.
Clubhouse
•	 Attended: Events Committee, 
Class Committee.
•	 Held five trips and 11 events.
•	 Held Health and Wellness Day with 
9Health Fair (500 in attendance).
•	 Hosted students from NW Missouri 
University.
•	 Hired Reception Desk staff to fill 
open positions.
•	 Completed class brochure and reg-
istration for summer classes. 
•	 Planned summer trips with RTD 
Senior Ride.
•	 Completed indoor cleaning.

GM’s Report

See GM Report…page 30

By Calvin White
General Manager

Management
Renovating 

your HG 
home
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	 Its easy to strike up a conversation with Joan Obeslo, 
B210. You’re likely to find her and Spencer, a nine-year-
old golden retriever, mixed breed, walking around HG 
golf course mornings and evenings. Spencer is social 
— expect him to move in for a scratch behind the ears 
as Joan calls out a friendly “hello.” The two moved here 
last November from Littleton, where 
Joan had lived for 30 years. Active 
in Retriever Rescue of Colorado, an 
organization that accepts homeless 
pets throughout the country, Joan 
adopted Spencer shortly before his 
scheduled euthanasia. 
	 He was reproductively intact 
and running loose when he was 
picked up. 
	 “A lot of people in Missouri 
don’t believe in spaying or neuter-
ing. They let their animals run wild. 
That’s why we get a lot of pets from 
Missouri and Texas,” she said. “My 
pets are my children. I have a dog 
and a cat now.”
	 Incorporating a pet as a mem-
ber of the family is important to 
Joan. As a volunteer at Retriever 
Rescue, she won’t hesitate to deny 
a pet being adopted by a potential 
owner who doesn’t recognize the 
physical or emotional needs of the pet. She’ll screen out 
someone who states her children are allergic to pets, or 
people who will banish a puppy to the basement over-
night.
	 Born in the Pacific Northwest on a birthday shared 
with her father and brother, Joan completed a small fami-
ly of four. Their large extended family lived in Nevada and 
South Dakota, where her Norwegian grandmother and 
Bohemian grandfather had homesteaded. Joan keeps in 
touch with, and likes visiting, some of her 100-plus cous-
ins who live closer to the old homestead. They laugh at 
some of the strange food recipes brought over by their 
grandmother, recipes that call for pig’s blood or cow’s 
brains.
	 Her grandparent’s dry prairie climate was a contrast 
to the constant rain and dimness of Portland. Only when 
temperatures hit the magic 70-degree mark were she and 
her brother allowed to dress for summer and play in the 
water. The climate was good for gardening. 
	 Joan tended a vegetable plot, “I just kind of liked do-
ing it.” She picked wild berries and twice a year fished 
along the coast for salmon, crabs and clams.
	 Sunshine entered her life when Joan moved to 

Littleton in 1986. She worked an interim job during her 
first year in Colorado as surveillance at Bullwhackers in 
Blackhawk. 
	 “Every day up there somebody dies,” she said. El-
derly persons would join excursions that bussed them in. 
They could be on the premises as early as 10 am and 

stay until midnight. Absorbed and 
adrenalin-stoked with gaming, “peo-
ple forgot to eat.” They fell (by ac-
cident) — or collapsed (dehydrated, 
heart attack)? Joan reviewed the 
recordings to find out which was the 
most likely explanation. 
	 Joan’s principal line of work was 
as a claims representative for health 
and life insurance companies. 
	 “Some of the life was very inter-
esting. Sometimes people die under 
mysterious circumstances.” When 
processing claims, she had to make 
sure, “if they were murdered that the 
person receiving the benefits wasn’t 
the murderer. 
	 “In winter you get terrible claims. 
People want to go ice fishing. In 
many states, they let you drive your 
car out on the ice. They fall through 
[the ice]. They drown. And it can 
take awhile to find them. And some-

times they never find them.” 
	 Joan keeps an open mind and curiosity toward phe-
nomena beyond the scope of normal scientific under-
standing. She enjoys late night call-in radio program-
ming, where she hears people discuss Sasquatch, the 
Abominable Snowman Man, Moth Man, UFOs and the 
like. 
	 “It interests me that people are still looking for this 
stuff. They find them all the time. Yet common society 
says there’s no such thing. If you know where to go — 
then, yes, there is. I find it interesting that so many people 
don’t believe in so many things that so many people have 
found.”  
	 She cites, as example, phenomena that are unex-
plained by the technology we have today, such as the 
precise cutting and moving of large blocks of granite in 
buildings, walls and trails that the Incas completed dur-
ing their 100-year golden era. She believes it is possible 
aliens have traded technical information in exchange for 
exploring Earth. 
	 “There are things that go on that people don’t talk 
about, because no one can explain them, and they don’t 

Obeslo…page 27

New HG resident rescues dogs for 
Retriever Rescue of Colorado

Above: Joan Obeslo, B210, takes a 
break with Spencer, a dog she adopted 
that is a mixed breed, but looks distinc-

tively golden retriever.
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FREE House Visits and 
Evaluations 

 Call to Learn More

Cl in ica l  Serv ices:
• Hearing Testing and Demos
• Consultation & Education
• Earwax Management

• Hearing Aid & Ear Mold Sales
• 8-pack batteries for $4
• Hearing Aid Cleaning
• Hearing Aid Repairs

Appointments Welcome!
Cell: 720-937-9919
Office: 303-752-7200

“Walk In”
for a FREE 

Battery Pack

BAYER EAR CLINIC, INC.
 "Over 20,000 ears of experience"

Serving Residents at   
Heather Gardens for 20 Years

HG Resident!

Sylvia Bayer, B.S., BC • HIS

Speech & Hearing Therapy

Weekly Clinic — Every Monday
Arts & Crafts Room

9 am–noon

	 Personal and  Professional Service  
	 Always the Best in Price,  
	 Technology and Service

Guarantee
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	 I bought a new car last year. I use the word “car” in 
the generic sense, but that gives you no concept of the 
vehicle. If I had called it a buggy, I wouldn’t have been 
more misleading.
	 First of all, it is an SUV, but that’s not its main won-
der. I’ve been driving SUVs since Toyota came out with 
the Land Cruiser. That got me hooked. It had the ride of 
a farm buckboard and a throaty roar that told everybody 
how masculine you were. When you came to a steep 
mountain trail, you could get out, lock the hubs, climb in, 
put her in bull-low and go up that mountain sounding like 
a grizzly bear.
	 My wife, Lorna, liked it well enough though it lacked 
the feminine conveniences she preferred. So the next 
SUV we bought had a little smoother ride, wasn’t so 
noisy, and you did not have to get out to lock the hubs. 
We eventually gave that one to our daughter.
	 Our next SUV was what they mistakenly called an 
“upgrade.” It had a Kleenex holder in the console and 
a make-up mirror on the back of the sun visor. It had a 
gentle ride, even on mountain trails. It made so little noise 
that nobody turned to watch you go by. But at least you 
could take it into the mountains.
	 We gave that one to another daughter.
	 For the next SUV, I voted for a domestic brand. I told 
Lorna I was doing it out of patriotism, but I had actual-
ly seen a Ford Explorer advertised in Field and Stream 
Magazine. The vehicle was tearing up a nearly vertical 
cliff, with a guy in a cowboy hat driving. That would be 
me.
	 They had about 150 Ford Explorers at the dealership. 
I thought we’d be there all day, but I spotted the one I 
wanted right off. It was a dull forest green with spotlights 
above the cab and a winch in front. The interior could 
be described as “early boxcar.” To me it looked perfect. 
Lorna found it wanting.
	 As a mature married couple, we discussed the issue, 
and finally came to a compromise.
	 We decided on a delicate Champagne-tinted beige 
model with Air Cushion Ride. It had eight cylinders. You 
couldn’t hear the engine running unless you held your ear 
close to the hood.
	 That car served us well, but it was aging by the time 
we moved into our retirement home. We passed it on to 
the next generation, and went shopping for a new SUV.
	 I had not gotten the image out of my mind of that 
cowboy driving his SUV up a cliff. If I was going to do that, 
I had to do it soon. So I was ready to put my foot down. 
As usual, though, I did not put it down fast enough. Lorna 
was three steps ahead of me. She had memorized the 
contents of that month’s Consumer Reports. 
	 She said, “In their latest survey, the best SUV scored 
83 out of 100. The next closest was only 69.5.”

	 “Uuh…which SUV was that?” I asked, although my 
suspicion was rising.
	 “It’s the 2015 Subarota.” (I’m purposely disguising 
the brand.)
	 So we went to the dealership and were met by a very 
respectable gentleman, not in the red checkered sports 
jacket I expected of a proper car salesman. He wore a 
slightly off-beige, double-breasted camel hair coat.
	 He had just the SUV we were looking for right there in 
the show room. It was cream-colored with metallic flecks 
in the paint that glittered like jewels in the soft overhead 
lighting.
	 He laid a hand on the door and said, “This one is our 
LoveCruiser model.”
	 Lorna, of course, swooned. The double-breasted guy 
beamed at her, then he lifted an eyebrow in my direction.
	 “It’s a beauty, sir, don’t you think?”
	 “Oh, you bet,” I said, “but can you take it off road?” I 
felt bad as soon as I’d asked. I’d hurt his feelings.
	 “You most certainly can, sir,” he said. “It will handle 
any county road in the state.”
	 “No, “ I said, “ I don’t mean gravel roads. I mean 
mountain trails like in the National forest.”
	 He gaped at me as if I’d made an indelicate noise.
	 “Sir,” he said patiently, “This is not one of those Ter-
minator models you see on the Tractor-Pull Channel. I 
don’t think you want one of those. You don’t look like the 
Arnold Schwarzenegger type.”
	 By this time, Lorna had hopped inside and was coo-
ing over the interior. She ran her hand over the passen-
ger’s seat and gave a slight frown.
	 “Are they heated?” she asked.
	 “No, Ma’am, but I have one in stock. Only $750 
more.”
	 This time I did put my foot down and pretty firmly too, 
even though I was wearing my crepe-soled loafers.
	 “No way,” I said. “This one will do fine.”
	 Lorna and the salesman looked a bit disconsolate at 
my open defiance. 
	 He gave her a consoling look and said, “It’s okay 
Ma’am. We have a special on dashboard flower-holders 
today. I’ll install one free of charge.”
	 I held my tongue. I know when to pick my fights.
	 – Keith McDonald, CP3

Gender identity when buying a car
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I-225 Noise
Control!!!
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	 HGMD held no board meeting on July 13; however, 
an issue surfaced regarding repair of the HG well system 
that waters the golf course. Three bids were obtained, 
and the board was asked to approve replacing the well 
power cable, for $34,185, a capital expenditure.
	 As the two remaining directors on the HGMD Board 
both must vote “yes” to pass any approvals, board sec-
retary Craig Baldwin asked Director Vincent Velasquez, 
on July 17, to approve the expenditure, via email, so that 
work could begin “almost immediately.” Baldwin stated 
that, without the repair, HGMD was forced to use city 
water, “at a great expense,” to irrigate the property. 
	 “To comply with the open meetings law and HGMD’s 
Annual Resolution of January 12, 2017, we will notify the 
residents by email blast of an HGMD emergency meet-
ing, and that we will ratify this vote at our next meeting, 
either regular or special,” Baldwin said. 
	 Velasquez declined to approve the emergency mea-
sure to replace the well power cable, claiming that 
such an expenditure could not be approved via email. 
He offered the opinion, “This item cannot legally be 
approved without a special meeting or waiting for the 
August HGMD meeting.”    

• • •
	 HGMD Director Vincent Velasquez filled a sec-
ond, amended complaint against HGMD Director Craig 
Baldwin in Arapahoe County District Court on July 3. 

This action is pursuant to C.R.S. § 24-4-106 against 
Baldwin as to alleged actions by Baldwin in his capacity 
as a director and secretary of the HGMD. The actions 
cited were  allegedly taken by Baldwin at the March 16, 
2017 and April 13, 2017, HGMD Board meetings. Plaintiff 
seeks various relief related to the foregoing, all pursuant 
to the cited statute.
	 Baldwin’s lawyer has filed a motion to dismiss Velas
quez’s second amended complaint for three reasons. 
First, his claim for review under C.R.S. § 24-4-106 fails 
because HGMD is not an agency with statewide territorial 
jurisdiction subject to the State Administrative Procedure 
Act (“State APA”). Second, even if HGMD actions were 
subject to review under the State APA, Velasquez has 
no standing to bring his claim. Third, by Velasquez’s own 
admission, his claim is largely moot because the actions 
taken at the meetings were rescinded.

• • •
	 After a request from a resident, Architectural Control 
Committee Chair Dave Archer, at the July 11 HGA Board 
meeting, told residents who wish to gather falling rain in 
rain barrels, to irrigate their gardens, that Colorado had 
passed a law that allowed such. Adapting this law for HG 
residents, Archer said his committee had reviewed the 
issue and decided that residents living in CPs and THs 
can collect rainwater in barrels under certain conditions. 
No multi-story building residents may participate.

 The Month (July)

303.693.0200 
14555 East Hampden Avenue 

Aurora, CO 80014
CherryCreekRetirement.com

Quality Independent & Assisted Living
Schedule a personalized tour today!

Play more
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89
9

303.750.0820 
14221 East Evans Avenue 

Aurora, CO 80014 
GardenPlazaAurora.com
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	 At HG, the barrels have to be screened, and have a 
sealable lid, to discourage mosquitos, Archer continued.
	 “To collect the water, you have to modify your down-
spouts, then restore them when you move.”
	 General Manager Calvin White added, “I think own-
ers must pay HG to properly modify downspouts.” The 
board took no action, tabling the motion for additional 
review.

• • •
	 Chair Bill Reynolds reported the Communications 
Committee has only four members, and can barely make 
a quorum, for the committee to meet. He asked residents 
to apply, noting it needs at least three additional mem-
bers. The Communications Committee meets at 10 am 
on the first Tuesday of each month.

• • •
	 The plan to rework the terrain around B221, to save 
water, “wasn’t going to work out to our financial benefit,” 
said Roads & Grounds Committee Chair Michael Lickteig. 
“We are now [studying] replacing the bluegrass along the 
wall next to I-225” along South Heather Gardens Way.
	 “HG is surveying our trees, and looking at their 
health,” he continued. “Some trees were planted too 
close to buildings, causing some damage.” 

• • •
	 A founding member of USA Today in 1982, and sec-
ond editor John Quinn recently died at 91. A couple of 
quotes from him, as reported by Ken Paulson in the July 
13 issue of USA Today, are instructive and fun.
•	 Editors “should look today at whether they are treating 
their readers as one of ‘us’ or one of ‘them.’ And make 
certain ‘they’ are invited in.”
•	 “Journalism is the most fun you can have with your 
clothes on.”

• • •
 	 On April 6, 1917, Congress declared war on Germany, 
after President Woodrow Wilson requested it. Almost a 
year later, troops arrived in Europe to support the British 
and French in WW1. This followed two years in which the 
U.S. had attempted to remain neutral in the conflict.
	 U.S. entry into WW1 was commemorated by 
President Donald Trump on July 13, when he visited 
France, joining French President Emmanuel Macron in 
celebrations surrounding Bastille Day. (Bastille Day on 
July 14 recalls the French Revolution of 1789, not WW1.)

Subscriptions: To accommodate owners, who wish 
to receive Heather ’n Yon while away, the publisher 
has a subscription policy. Provide a forwarding ad-
dress, plus a check for $2.50 (payable to Heather ’n 
Yon) for each issue desired. Annual subscription is 
$30. You may drop off your check with address infor-
mation and what month the subscription should start 
at the HG Management Office. Alternatively, mail to 
Heather ’n Yon, 2888 S Heather Gardens Way, Aurora, 
CO 80014. Past issues (2008–14) are available on  
www.heathergardens.org/Resource Center.

That Was…
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Photos by 
Anne  
Hummel-Gillis

Whether it was the Clubhouse pool (above) or the 
Seville pool (below), swimming provided cool relief 

from the heat.

Are you enjoying one of the many summer activities at HG?

Golf is the game of 
friendship — you 
may not score in 
the low handicap 

range, but you’ll get 
to know your play-
ing partners after 
two hours walking 
the HG course with 

them!
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Photos by Anne 
Hummel-Gillis

Left: Pickleball 
is a relative 
newcomer to 
HG activities. 
Players share 

the tennis courts 
at the Clubhouse and Se-
ville. Proponents claim it is 
a gentler activity than ten-
nis, but it still encourages 

movement that is “good for 
you.”

For information on the clubs 
that sponsor these summer 

activities, see the Sports 
and Recreation section of 

this 
newsmag-

azine,  
pages 42–43, 51. The clubs 

welcome all newcomers.
If your preference is for 

more indoor activities such 
as Ping Pong, card games 

or Square Dancing — those 
are described in this section 

as well.
You can be as active and 
busy as you want to be!

Tennis (below) is the game of “love,” because the 
score can be 15 – love (0); or love – 30; or 40 – 

love. The tennis club even provides refresher les-
sons for residents who have not played for a few 
years. Rekindle your “love” of the game at either 
the Clubhouse courts or the Seville single court.

Opportunities abound — find one that suits you! 
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	 After appointments, electing of-
ficers of the board will be conducted. 
The board chair will appoint directors 
to the three standing HGMD (citizen) 
committees. A short HGMD business 
meeting will then be held.
	 If the recall passes, the elected 
candidate will serve a term that ex-
pires May 2020. The three directors 
who may be appointed at the Aug. 25 
special board meeting will serve until 
the next regular election on May 8, 
2018.
	 If the recall election is unsuc-
cessful, Director Vincent Velasquez 
is retained as director. It may be 
possible that the Arapahoe County 
Board of Commissioners will need to 
appoint three directors to the current 

vacancies. The Aurora City Coun-
cil has chosen not to act to appoint 
directors to vacancies. It is possible 
the Arapahoe County Attorney will 
recommend that the commissioners 
act to appoint directors to the vacan-
cies. 
 	 Timing is critical in both instanc-
es, due to statutory deadlines in the 
2018 budgeting process — HGMD 
certifies a mill levy, a process that 
must be completed prior to Dec. 15, 
2017. Our citizen (HGMD) commit-
tees review and make budget recom-
mendations to the HGMD’s Board of 
Directors. The HGMD Board direc-
tors must have a preliminary budget 
on or before Oct. 15, 2017. 
	 After the preliminary budget re-
ceipt and consideration, a public 
hearing is conducted. At that meet-

ing, a final budget is adopted, and 
a mill levy is certified on or before  
Dec. 15, 2017. 
 	 Your vote counts, so please vote.
 	 All three citizen (HGMD) com-
mittees (Clubhouse/Restaurant, Golf 
and Foundation) will be meeting at 
their regular times in August. This will 
be the first time any of us will have 
the opportunity to see the draft of 
the 2018 budget. The department 
supervisors and management team 
have been working hard to get to this 
point, and will attend the meetings to 
discuss the numbers they have set. 
Your input is critical in this matter, so I 
encourage you to attend these meet-
ings. 

Baldwin…from page 11 

Obeslo…from page 17 

want to sound crazy. I believe in 
some of that stuff, not all of it.”
	 In daily life, Joan reads, plays 
on the computer, watches Rockies 
baseball games and walks the dog. 
Still the vegetable gardener, she 
tends a garden plot at HG, where she 
grows tomatoes, cucumbers, onions 
and zucchini. The added benefits are 
social. 

	 She likes HG for its well-main-
tained buildings and grounds. It is 
important to her to express her satis-
faction.
	 “When I walk the dog every day, 
we come across everybody — cut-
ting grass, trimming trees, taking 
trash out. I always tell them what a 
great job they are doing, because 
they are.” 
	 “I like visiting with people. We 
stop and talk to everybody.” 
	 – Dala Giffin

	 The Board of County Commissioners voted July 18 to 
adopt recommendations made by the Arapahoe County 
Cultural Council for the allocation of Scientific and Cul-
tural Facilities District (SCFD) Tier III funds. Those rec-
ommendations will be forwarded to the SCFD Board for 
final approval.
	 Tier III funding supports local art, cultural, scien-
tific and historical organizations that benefit Arapahoe 
County citizens. For the upcoming program year, Arap-
ahoe County received and allocated nearly $1.5 million 
in SCFD tax revenue derived from the 1/10th of 1 per-
cent sales tax collected in Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield, 
Boulder, Denver, Douglas and Jefferson counties.
	 Each year, the County’s Cultural Council publicizes, 
receives and processes grant applications for funding 
allocation from Tier III of the SCFD funds. The council 

reviews all applications and makes recommendations to 
the commissioners for funding based upon a specific set 
of criteria.
	 This year, 79 operating requests and 21 project re-
quests will receive funding. Organizations to receive 
funding include Arapahoe Philharmonic, Aurora Sympho-
ny Orchestra, Cherry Creek Chorale, Downtown Aurora 
Visual Arts, Englewood Cultural Arts Center Association, 
Greenwood Village Arts and Humanities Council, Heri-
tage Fine Arts Guild of Arapahoe County, Littleton Town 
Hall Arts Center, Museum of Outdoor Arts, South Subur-
ban Parks and Recreation District, and more.

– Arapahoe County News
July 20,2017

www.arapahoegov.com/civicalerts.aspx?AID=781

Arapahoe County Commissioners 
allocate SCFD funds
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GM Report…from page 15 

Contracts
•	 Monitored siding, roofing and chim-
ney replacement at CP3, CP5, and 
CP6.
•	 Monitored B235 and B234 exterior 
painting.
•	 Worked with architect and contrac-
tor for Seville Spa repairs.
•	 Worked with contractor for carpet 
replacement in various areas. 
•	 Worked with contractor on Seville 
footbridge replacement. 
•	 Worked with contractor on multi-
story fascia replacement. 
•	 Worked with Maintenance Connec-
tion on new work order software. 
•	 Continued working on the Reserve 
Study.
•	 Obtained bids for roof replace-
ments on B241, B242, and B244. 
•	 Obtained bids for lighting in NTH. 
•	 Obtained bids for B217 projects.
•	 Reviewed bids received for eleva-
tor preventative maintenance. 
Custodial
•	 Completed 16 work orders. 
•	 Completed 12 set-ups at Club-
house. 
•	 Completed inspections in the Club-
house and Restaurant.
•	 Hired new employee for Zone 3 
(B213 through B216).
Roads and Grounds
•	 Continuing to assist roofing and 
siding contractors with tree and shrub 
pruning.
•	 Hired and trained seasonal work-
ers.
•	 Ordered 221 replacement shrubs 
and began planting.
•	 Annual shrub pruning is underway.
•	 Continued weed pulling. Herbicide 
treatments are ongoing.

•	 Completed annual irrigation back-
flow inspections.
•	 Completed seven rock bed renova-
tions.
•	 Completed sweeping of PS1 
through PS4.
•	 Planted six additional replacement 
trees.
•	 Hired seasonal workers to assist 
with weed mitigation.
•	 Hired new Plant Healthcare Tech-
nician.
Golf 
•	 Installed sod along concrete path 
between #6 green and #9 green.
•	 Repaired mainline leak left of #2 
tee box. 
•	 Continued irrigation sprinkler re-
pairs.
•	 Continued hand watering dry 
spots.
•	 Installed mainline and quick cou-
pler to #9 green. 
•	 Sprayed herbicide in rocks around 
lake shores and landscape beds. 
•	 Repaired valves and activated city 
water source. 
•	 Solicited bids for well cable re-
placement. 
•	 Ordered new fairway mower. 
•	 Applied fungi-
cide to greens 
and fairways 1 
through 6. 
•	 Applied fertil-
izer to greens. 
•	 Installed cedar 
mulch around 
putting green and 
tree beds. 
•	 Sent mower 
reels in for sharp-
ening. 

Restaurant
•	 Hosted two memorials, a 70th 
Wedding Anniversary, Sock Hop, din-
ner for the Aurora Bar Association, 
and Father’s Day Brunch.
•	 Started new items on menu.
•	 Hired 3 new cooks. 
Security
•	 Total of 531 reports written and a 
total of 4,844 miles patrolled. 
•	 Scheduled consultations and re-
ceived estimates for security camera 
upgrades.
•	 S.E.C. Committee planned to order 
new “Private Property” signs to be 
posted in various locations through-
out HG property.
•	 Held monthly “Safety Meeting.” 
Topic of discussion, “Adverse Weath-
er Conditions,” and tips on how to be 
prepared.
Employee of the Month: Julian Na-
varro, Paint Department

	 Government funds nearly two-
thirds of all U.S. health care costs. 
A study published in the American 
Journal for Public Health reported 
that per capita spending for health 
care was $9,267 in 2016. Of that 
amount, government spending to-
taled $5,960, or 64.3 percent. Medi-
care, Medicaid, and Veterans Admin-
istration health programs accounted 
for 47.8 percent.

	 Government outlays for public 
employees’ health insurance and tax 
breaks for employers who provide 
health insurance for workers in the 
private sector account for the rest. 
(Sources quoted in the study include 
the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, the Census 
Bureau and the Internal Revenue 
Service.) 

	 If you believe issues like this 
deserve our attention, please join 
us for our HG Indivisible meeting at  
3:30 pm in the Aspen Room on the 
second Tuesday of each month. At 
the August meeting, we will discuss 
the book Dark Money by Jane Mayer.
	 – Al Lindeman
	 CP5

Did You Know?

Summer cool…
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Heather n ’ Yon
	 HGMD has several openings for 
board members. I don’t personally 
know all of those running. However, I 
do know Bonnie McMullen and Gary 
Hizer. I have worked with both on 
various committees throughout the 
years. I have a deep respect for both 
Bonnie and Gary. They are dedicated 
to our community and take their re-
sponsibilities very serious. 
	 HG would be able to depend on 

them to have the entire HG commu-
nity in their sights, working toward 
a vision that would keep HG one of 
the premier retirement communities. 
Please get out, vote and support 
Bonnie or Gary.

Mavis Richardson
CP3

Heather n ’ Yon
	 The residents of HG have had a 
tough year trying to decide the direc-
tion our community is going. I know 
many of us have tried to make sure 
we have the current and correct infor-
mation available to make good deci-

sions in the upcoming election. 
	 I am a member of the Ladies HG 
Golf League and have known Bonnie 
McMullen while she has been presi-
dent. She has done a wonderful job 
of telling HG residents and the wom-
en golfers about our ongoing situa-
tion. She is a strong leader and will 
work for the good of our community. 
Please vote for Bonnie to continue 
to improve our wonderful retirement 
community here at HG.

Barb Tucker
CP5

See Letters…page 35

Letters

Larry and Jetta Feil, B219, perished 
after car accident on Yale Avenue
	 Larry and Jetta Feil’s daughters wish to share with HG residents, the 
Colorado mountains of gratitude they have for their parents. Family was 
everything! Beautiful family values were key. We were always surrounded 
by their love and support. They modeled a loving, committed, companion-
ship during their 62 years of marriage, focusing on each other’s good-
ness. They guided us to see and feel the beauty of the outdoors, and we 
will respect and appreciate all they gave to us and each community they 
influenced, forever!

Lovingly, René, Coleen and Denise
• • •

	 On June 21, two beloved HG residents, Larry and Jetta Feil, were 
killed in a head on car wreck on Yale Avenue between East Marina Drive and South Chambers Road. Larry and 
Jetta’s daughter, Colleen Feil, a Denver resident, told me that, after grocery shopping the Feils were returning 
home, westbound on Yale at approximately 4 pm when an eastbound SUV crossed lanes of traffic and hit the Feils’ 
car head-on. The impact was so great that emergency workers had to cut the couple out with Jaws for Life. They 
were taken to an Aurora hospital by ambulance where they both died within one minute of each other in the Emer-
gency Room. On the Next Door website, one person driving by the accident described it as “an horrific scene.” It is 
marked by plastic flowers placed by the Feils’ three daughters.
	 The most important story here is about the Feils themselves, and the fact that many HG residents are grieving 
their loss. They were beloved in B219. At one time, Larry was an avid golfer, known to many on the HG course. 
They were lovely hosts to many — serving dinners or wine/cheese in their home. They were masters at stimulating 
conversation. 
	 Larry and Jetta regularly attended Active Minds lectures, most recently on the topic of Iran in June. Always, 
Larry raised insightful questions. Perhaps they were most easily recognized as the HG couple riding recumbent 
tricycles with orange flags. They biked regularly through HG to Cherry Creek Reservoir and beyond. I’m sure many 
residents who knew them better than I have much to say about them and their activities as longtime HG residents. 
	 I knew and loved the Feils because Dr. Feil (Larry) was a professor of mine at Tabor College in Hillsboro, Kan-
sas, many years ago. He also hired me as a faculty member there when he was Academic Dean of the college. 
Four years ago, when I moved here, we discovered we were neighbors and re-kindled our friendship. 
	 Larry and Jetta were remarkable people. Their story of living and the circumstance of their senseless deaths 
need to be told. Local newspapers have failed to cover just another accident on a too-busy street in Aurora with 
speeding traffic and inattentive drivers.

Anna Spradlin, CP4
{Editor’s Note: The Aurora Sentinel did run a brief story in its July 6 issue. Anna Spradlin sent an update on July 14 
that an eyewitness to the accident had been contacted by police. The eyewitness allegedly told police that it was 
as if the SUV was making a left turn when there was not a street there to turn into when the SUV veered into Larry 
and Jetta’s car. She was glad that the police did finally interview the eyewitness further.
	 Heather ’n Yon extends their condolences to the family and friends of the Feils who were so deeply affected by 
this tragic accident. A celebration of life was held at HG on July 30.}
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A U G U S T  C A L E N D A R
Tue	 1	 Bridge (every Tuesday) Skyview Room 12:30–4 pm
		  Hand and Foot (every Tuesday) Mountainview Room 12:30–4 pm
		  Mah Jongg (every Tuesday) Blue Spruce Room 1–4 pm
		  Ping Pong Doubles/Intermediate (every Tuesday) Game Room 2–5 pm
		  Grief Support Group (every Tuesday) Mountainview Room 4 pm
		  B215 Happy Hour Rendezvous Restaurant 5 pm
		  Co-Ed Billiards Club (every Tuesday)  Billiards Room 6:30 pm
		  NoteAbles Mixed Chorus (every Tuesday) Sandberg Auditorium 7 pm
Wed	 2	 HG Ladies’ Golf Scoring (every Wednesday) Game Room 7 am–1 pm
		  Meet & Greet with General Manager Calvin White Clubhouse Lobby 8–9:30 am
		  Mobile Post Office Circle Driveway 11:30–11:45 am
		  ACBL Duplicate Bridge (every Wednesday)  Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms  1–4:30 pm
		  Pinochle (every Wednesday) Mountainview Room 1:30–4 pm
		  Woodshop Club Mountainview Room 4 pm
		  Men’s Poker (every Wednesday) Skyview Room 4–9:15 pm
		  CP1 Happy Hour Rendezvous Restaurant 5 pm
		  Square Dancing Club Sandberg Auditorium 7:30–9:30 pm
Thu	 3	 HG Breakfast Optimist Club Rendezvous Restaurant 7:45 am
		  TOPS (every Thursday)  Blue Spruce Room  8:30–9:30 am
		  HG Writers Club (every Thursday) Mountainview Room 1–3:30 pm
		  Bunko Blue Spruce Room 1–3:30 pm
		  Cribbage (every Thursday) Arts & Crafts Room 1–3:30 pm
		  Ping Pong Doubles/Intermediate (every Thursday) Game Room 2–5 pm
		  CP4 Social Rendezvous Restaurant 5 pm
		  Kiwanis Club of Aurora (every Thursday) Rendezvous Restaurant 6 pm
		  Duplicate Bridge (every Thursday) Blue Spruce Room 6–9 pm
		  American Legion Post 2012 Mountainview Room 7 pm
		  Men’s 9-Ball Billiard Tournament (every Thursday)  Billiards Room 7–9:30 pm
Fri	 4	 HG Men’s Golf Scoring (every Friday) Game Room 8 am–1 pm
		  Men with Purpose Coffee Skyview Room 10 am
		  HG Indivisible Group (every Friday) Rendezvous Restaurant 12:15 pm
		  500 Club (every Friday) Blue Spruce Room 12:30–4 pm
		  Clubhouse Matinee: Gifted Sandberg Auditorium 1 pm

Mon, Aug. 7	 Bayer Ear Clinic (Every Monday) Arts & Craft Room, 9 am–noon (see ad page 18)
Sat, Aug. 5	 Fresh Ideas for Seniors and Coffee, The Cottages at Dayton Place, 10–11:30 am, (see ad page 44)
Wed, Aug. 9	 NEW Reverse Mortgage Seminar, Shana Judd, Mountainview Room 10:18 –11 am (see ad age 36)
Thu, Aug. 10 	Window Seminar, Renewal by Andersen, Rendezvous Restaurant, 11 am–1 pm (see ad page 49)
Wed, Aug. 16	Jacuzzi Walk-In Tubs, Colorado Living, Mountainview Room 10:00 am–1 pm (see ad page 12)
Sat, Aug. 19	 American Queen Steamboat, AAA Colorado, Aspen Room 10:00 am (see ad page 9)
Fri, Aug. 18	 9-Hole Golf Tournament at Windsor Gardens, Harvard Square, 7:30 am & 9:30 am (see ad page 41)
Sun, Aug. 20	 Acappella Quartet Showcase, HG Brokers, Sandberg Auditorium, 2 pm (see ad page 13)
Thu, Aug. 23	 Type II Diabetes, Home Smart, Arts & Crafts Room, 1–2:30 pm (see ad page 40) 

 Advertised Activit ies and Seminars
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Fri	 4	 Men’s Poker (every Friday) Skyview Room 4–9:15 pm
(cont’d)		 Clubhouse Movie: Gifted Sandberg Auditorium 6:30 pm
Sat	 5	 Mexican Train Dominoes (every Saturday) Arts & Crafts Room noon–4:30 pm
		  Ping Pong Doubles/Intermediate (every Saturday) Game Room 2–5 pm
		  Clubhouse Event - 1st Saturday Night Live Dance Sandberg Auditorium 6:30–9:30 pm
Sun	 6	 B203 Picnic Picnic Pavilion noon
Mon	 7	 Mah Jongg  (every Monday)              Blue Spruce Room 12:30–4 pm
	 	 Men’s Bridge (every Monday; note new time) Skyview Room 11:45 am–3 pm
		  Ping Pong Singles/Advanced (every Monday) Game Room 2–5 pm
		  Men’s Poker (every Monday) Skyview Room 6–9 pm
	 	 Pinochle - Open (every Monday) Mountainview Room 6:30–9:30 pm
Tue	 8	 Clubhouse Event - Ask a Doctor Mountainview Room 8–9:30 am
		  Clubhouse Event - CarFit Clubhouse Parking Lot 10 am–2 pm
		  VNA Clinic Blue Spruce Room 1–3:30 pm
		  Parkinson’s Support Group Aspen Room 1–3:30 pm
		  HG Indivisible Group Aspen Room 3:30 pm
		  B203 and B204 Social Drinks/Dinner Rendezvous Restaurant 5 pm
Wed	 9	 Clubhouse Event - Active Minds: Atomic Bomb Sandberg Auditorium 2 pm
		  Tennis Club Social and Dinner Rendezvous Restaurant 5 pm
		  Aviation Club Aspen Room 7 pm
Thu	 10	 Green Team Skyview Room noon 
Fri	 11	 Clubhouse Event: Flea Market Sandberg Auditorium 8 am–4 pm
		  Clubhouse Event: AARP Driving Course Arts & Crafts Room 1–5 pm
		  CP3 Picnic Picnic Pavilion 5:30 pm
		  Karaoke Club Aspen/Blue Spruce Room 6 pm
Sat	 12	 Clubhouse Event: Flea Market Sandberg Auditorium 8 am–4 pm
		  B220 Picnic Picnic Pavilion noon
		  B223 Picnic Picnic Pavilion 5 pm
Sun	 13	 Clubhouse Event: HG Got Talent Sandberg Auditorium 3 pm
Mon	14	 Photography Club Aspen Room 3–5 pm
Tue	 15	 Clubhouse Event: Chair Massage Arts & Crafts Room 9–11:30 am
		  Genealogy Swap Shop Skyview Room 9–11 am
		  B205 and B206 Happy Hour Rendezvous Restaurant 5 pm
		  Capitol Update with Colorado Legislators Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms 6:30 pm
Wed	16	 Colorado Symphony Guild (Hilltop SE Chapter) Rendezvous Restaurant 11:30 am
		  CP3 Social Rendezvous Restaurant 5 pm
		  Square Dancing Club Sandberg Auditorium 7:30–9:30 pm
Thu	 17	 HG Breakfast Optimist Club Rendezvous Restaurant 7:45 am
		  Clubhouse Event: Watch Batteries Lodgepole Lounge 9 am–1 pm
		  Clubhouse Event: Card Making Skyview Room 1 pm
		  Bunko Blue Spruce Room 1–3:30 pm
		  Residents’ Open Forum Rendezvous Restaurant 3 pm
		  CP4 Picnic Picnic Pavilion 5 pm
Fri	 18	 Men with Purpose Coffee Skyview Room 10 am
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• Monthly Meetings •
Boards and Committees
Communications – 10 am Tue, Aug. 1

Long Range Plan – 10 am Wed, Aug. 2
Civic Affairs – 10 am Thu, Aug. 3

Golf – 1 pm Tue, Aug. 8
Foundation – 1 pm Wed, Aug. 9

Clubhouse/Rest – 1 pm Thu, Aug. 10
Budget & Finance – 10 am Mon, Aug. 14

HGA Board – 1 pm Tue, Aug. 15
SEC – 1 pm Wed, Aug. 16

Resident Open Forum – 3 pm Thu, Aug. 17
(Rendezvous)

Campus Technology – 10 am Tue, Aug. 22
ACC – 10 am Thu, Aug. 24

HGMD Board – 1 pm Fri, Aug. 25
Roads and Grounds – 10 am Tue, Aug. 29
Structure Maintenance – 1 pm Tue, Aug. 29

Heather ’n Yon Deadline - 8/15Bible Study (Interdenominational), Wednesday 8–9 am
 We probe the Scriptures with an eye to practical applications 
for everyday living. It is a great mid-week boost. Women meet 
in the Aspen Room. Men in the Mountainview Room. For more 
information, call Daisy Hoeme, 303-752-2312.
Rosary Prayer Group - meets every Tuesday, 9 am, in the 
Aspen Room. For information, call Joe, 913-526-4177.
Catholic Mass - Saturday, 1 pm, Sandberg Auditorium. All HG 
residents are welcome. Father Terry Kissell presiding.
Chapel (Interdenominational Church Service) - 11 am, Sunday, 
Sandberg Auditorium. Reverend Bill Cheyne.
 Bible Study - Sunday, 10 am, Mountainview Room. Leader: 
Reverend Bill Cheyne.
 Coffee Time - 3rd Sunday, prior to the chapel service.
 Prayer Meeting - 2nd Thursday, 2 pm.

VNA Senior Wellness Clinics
 Charges: Toenail Cutting (includes blood pressure) 
$45 (1st visit, 1 hour), $35 (returning client); Fingernail 
trim $15; Blood Pressures $3; B-12 Shots (serum sup-
plied by client) $15, Glucose $5. If you cannot keep 
your appointment, please cancel or you will be charged 
$5. Have exact cash amount or checks, made out to 
“VNA.” The clinic has no change.

Schedule: 
Tuesday, Aug. 8, 1–3:30 pm, Blue Spruce Room,
		  Rebecca Hodgkins, 303-728-4368, or 

Barbara McShane
Monday, Aug. 21, 1–3:30 pm, Blue Spruce Room, 
		  Blanche McKinney, 303-751-6444
Note: Kaiser covers 100% medical foot care for some 
patients. Call 303-698-6496 to verify coverage.

AUGUST CALENDAR,  Cont .
		  Clubhouse Matinee: Going in Style Sandberg Auditorium 1 pm
		  Clubhouse Movie Night: Going in Style Sandberg Auditorium 6:30 pm
Sat	 19	 Chapel Picnic Picnic Pavilion 11 am
		  Frolics Picnic Picnic Pavilion 5:30 pm
		  Wine and Cheese Social Club Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms 3–5 pm
Mon	21	 VNA Clinic Blue Spruce Room 1–3:30 pm
Tue	 22	 HG Republican Club Aspen Room 1:30 pm
		  B204 Picnic Picnic Pavilion 5 pm
Wed	23	 Clubhouse Event: Gerotechnology Sandberg Auditorium 2:30 pm
Thu	 24	 Clubhouse Event: Bingo Sandberg Auditorium 1 pm
Fri	 25	 Clubhouse Event: Platte Park Chorus Sandberg Auditorium 1 pm
Sat	 26	 Billiards Club Picnic Picnic Pavilion 11 am
		  B218 Picnic Picnic Pavilion 3 pm
		  50 and Who’s Counting Picnic Picnic Pavilion 5:30 pm
Sun	 27	 B208 Picnic Picnic Pavilion 2 pm
Mon	28	 Clubhouse Event: Depression Prevention Arts & Crafts Room 1 pm
		  Low Vision Support Group Mountainview Room 1:30 pm
		  HG Democrat Club Aspen Room 4:30 pm
Tue	 29	 Caregiver’s Support Group Aspen Room 7 pm
Wed	30	 Resident Orientation Board Room 9:45 am
Thu	 31	 Clubhouse Event: Comedy Night @ The Clubhouse Sandberg Auditorium 6:30 pm
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Heather n ’ Yon
	 For reasons thoroughly docu-
mented by others, I urge HG resi-
dents and property owners to vote 
to recall Mr. Vincent Velasquez from 
his position on the Heather Gardens 
Metropolitan District (HGMD) Board. 
	 Eligible voters should have re-
ceived ballots for the Recall Election 
by now. Please note that voters first 
indicate their wishes to recall (or not 
recall) Mr. Velasquez (Question A). 
Voters should also respond to Ques-
tion B, choosing one of three nomi-
nees to fill Mr. Velasquez’s position, 
assuming the recall vote is success-
ful.
	 I would like to call attention to the 
noteworthy qualifications of Sandy 
Rosenberg, one of the candidates 
listed to replace Mr. Velasquez. Ms. 
Rosenberg has been my neighbor for 
the past six years, and she has been 
both AR and AAR for our residence 
group. 
	 With a professional background 
in banking (she was a fraud investi-
gator), Rosenberg well understands 
complex financial issues. I can wit-
ness that she is conscientious and 
thorough in fulfilling any responsi-
bilities she undertakes. Her back-
ground, her skills, and her tempera-
ment would, I believe, quickly help 
restore harmonious and responsible 
functioning to the recently belea-
guered HGMD Board.
                                       David Faris     

                              STH
Heather n ’ Yon
	 Ballots were sent out last month 
to elect a new director for the HGMD 
Board. We need positive, energetic, 
qualified individuals with integrity to 
serve our community. 
	 I would like to recommend a vote 
for Gary Hizer. When Gary and Jean 
first moved to HG, I was the presi-

dent of the Men’s Golf Club. Shortly 
after that I received a call from Gary 
inquiring about the club. He joined 
not long after that phone conversa-
tion. In a few years, Hizer joined the 
Men’s Golf Board, and later, served 
as its president. He demonstrated 
the involvement and willingness to 
volunteer for the benefit of the club. 
	 During the recent turmoil in 
HGMD, Gary was instrumental in ral-
lying the people and resources to ad-
dress these problems. I feel he has 
shown commitment and initiative to 
meet problems head on and work to-
ward consensus. His skill set on the 
HGMD Board will benefit the entire 
HG community. 
	 It is essential that we have board 
members who are dedicated to work-
ing for us and I am sure he will. As a 
17 year resident of HG, I am proud to 
endorse Gary Hizer.

Manny Gallegos
CP5

Heather n ’ Yon
	 The July issue of Heather ’n Yon 
presents a very important issue in 
the letter submitted by Rudy Morris. 
Briefly summarized, that issue is as 
follows: 
	 HG is a condominium commu-
nity. The residential structures and 
a small parcel of land surrounding 
each are held by HGA. The owners 
own the airspace within the struc-
tures.
	 Eliminating HGA would place 
said structures and land under the 
control of HGMD. Pursuant to Colo-
rado law, the structures and land 
would become subject to the HGMD 
debt, currently about $9 million dol-
lars. 
	 This would undoubtedly raise 
the Federal Housing Administration 
(FHA) issues that Morris described in 
his letter because it will yield a mix-
ture of residential and commercial 
debt attributable to HGMD.

	 His letter should be carefully 
read and re-read. This issue is raised 
directly by one of the plans presented 
by Director Vincent Velasquez, who 
is facing recall; and Bob Gullion. See 
Colorado Revised Statutes Section 
32-1-1204.
	 Jim Regan
	 CP1
Heather n ’ Yon
	 Ashamed of ourselves?! All of 
HG should be embarrassed and ac-
countable for the travesty that has 
become B217/Floor 6. Any reason-
able timeline should have had the 
owners back in by last Thanksgiving 
or Christmas! Look how fast the units 
are going up north of Yale; to the cha-
grin of many.
	 On the other hand, our “Golf Lob-
by” and HGMD will spend upwards 
of $100,000, collectively, on a recall 
with legal fees and management time 
added in. Where are our priorities? 
To bad that time, $$, and energy was 
not directed by the general manager 
to get that job done for B217 “at risk” 
seniors.
	 People get upset with the mes-
senger and/or perceived message. 
Look behind for the facts. What are 
the real issues or personnel prob-
lems? It may not be what it seems. 
What’s behind the scapegoat? Spe-
cifically, as this applies to Vincent 
Velasquez, you may not like his style, 
but an objective look or conversation 
will find him searching for account-
ability. Hence, let’s vote to retain him!
	 Myself, and many others have 
expressed concerns at board meet-
ings, resident forums and in Heather 
’n Yon. 
	 A positive suggestion: When 
residents make suggestions - start a 
policy to add to agendas. The boards 
should discuss, assign a committee, 
or staffer, then bring an action or, at 
least get back to residents.
	 Start with refund of B217/6th 
floor dues.
	 Many others have privately ex-
pressed all of the above. Involved, in-
formed, show up, demand answers, 
and positively move forward!
	 Bruce Cairns, CP4

Letters…from page 31 

See Letters…page 37

	 Heather ’n Yon welcomes letters concerned with community issues. 
Letters must be signed, dated and include the writer’s address and phone 
number. Letters may be edited for clarity. The HGA Board requires that 
letters longer than 300 words be returned to the writer to shorten if editing 
cannot do it. Letters will not be run from the same individual in successive 
months. Writers may publish only 4 letters per year.
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Encore Brokers Real Estate
25 years of experience

HG Resident
Different than the competition
Elle owns and manages this 

Company
Call for a free consultation

Elle Pope
303-794-2441 Office
303-912-5650 Cell
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Letters…from page 35 
Heather n ’ Yon
	 How sad to read of the hard 
times the residents of B217 have had 
to suffer through this last year. I knew 
the rebuilding process was taking 
way too long, but I had no idea the 
board and management of HG was 
complicit in unwarranted delays and 
inadequate supervision of the proj-
ect. 
	 Blame the workers, the contrac-
tor, the inspectors, the insurance 
companies all you want, the buck 
stops at HG management and board 
for ignoring the project, and not ag-
gressively  pursuing its completion. 
	 Get it done now. To delay further 
reflects on all of HG as a reliable 
place to live.

Duff Stewart  
B233

Heather n ’ Yon
Looking for Slot Car Enthusiasts

	 Did you enjoy slot cars when you 
were younger?
	 Many of you may remember the 

3-inch wide black plastic track, with 
two small electric cars that you raced 
as a kid!
	 A group has discovered that HO 
slot cars have even more enjoyment 
now that we are adults. Some are 
also collectors. We would welcome 
talking with you about joining our 
group of HO slot car enthusiasts.
	 We get together every other 
Thursday evening for a few hours to 
reminisce about old slot cars versus 
new slot cars — which is the fastest. 
Plus we even race these miniature 
speed machines. We race on totally 
modern tracks, with 4–6 lanes, com-
puterized lap timing, and with 50-feet 
or more of length per lane!
	 In addition to the enjoyment of 

racing and talking about the HO slot 
cars, we work on tuning them up for 
smoother running, more speed, and 
better handling. We are looking for 
slot racing fans to join our group. We 
have tune-up parts, and can show 
you how to make the slot cars better 
and faster. 
	 Contact me to let me know of 
your interest and to get an invitation 
to check it out. My track: www.mho-
sa.org/passkey-speedway.html.

Scott Johnson
303-683-5977, www.mhosa.org

Heather ‘n Yon
 	 This letter is to notify residents 
that the HG Grief Support Group will 
begin our fall sessions on Tuesday, 
September 5, 2017 in the clubhouse. 
Sessions will be from 4 to 6 pm once 
a week for anyone who is struggling 
with a loss. We will have educational 
and supportive sessions. For more 
information on the Grief Support 
Group, please call  303-750-9722. 

Joanne Brand
B233

Johnson’s Automotive Repair, Inc.
Scott Johnson 303-360-6111
West of Airport RD at 6th and Olathe, 
Aurora, CO 80011

For all Your Automotive Needs

10% Senior Discount -excluding other specials

Above: Slot car enthusiasts since 
childhood are seeking fellow enthusi-

asts at HG to join their group.

The Green Team presents

SHRED DAY
Saturday, September 23

10 am – noon
sponsored by 

Heather Gardens Brokers
Look for the on-site shred truck,  

located in the golf parking lot next to the  
Picnic Pavilion. Shred three full standard-size 

file boxes for $5
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Joppa Daylight Lodge AF & AM
	 All Master Masons living in HG 
are invited to attend Joppa Daylight 
Lodge. We meet the first and third 
Tuesdays of the month at Radiant 
Temple, 225 Acoma St., Denver. 
Lunch is at 11:30 am, and Lodge is 
at 12:15 pm.
	 We are the only lodge that meets 
during the day in the Denver metro 
area. For information, call Bill Rapp, 
303-953-1021. 
Woodshop Meeting
	 The next Woodshop Club meet-
ing will be at 4 pm Wednesday, Aug. 
2, in the Mountainview Room. Please 
join us and bring your ideas, con-
cerns and expertise. – Jim Sollecchio 
Meditation Group
	 This group meets once a week, 
10:30 am Wednesdays, in CP1. 
Offers a practical method to relax, 
focus, and improve the quality of 
your life. Free. Call Carl, 720-495-
9979, for more information. 
CP1 
	 Our monthly happy hour is on 
the first Wednesday of the month,  
5 pm, in the Banquet Room. See you 
on Aug. 2! 
HG Breakfast Optimist Club
	 We are a service organization 
that focuses on youth in the com-
munity, and we are always look-
ing for folks interested in joining 
us. Our projects this year include 
Yale Elementary School, Childhood 
Cancer Campaign, and Type 1 
Diabetes. 
	 Our next fundraiser is an Ice 
Cream Social 4–7 pm Friday, Aug. 4, 
in the Banquet Room. All proceeds 
will go to the Aurora Cooking School, 
for scholarships. 
	 We meet at 7:45 am in 
Rendezvous on the first and third 
Thursdays of every month. Please 
join us — we’ll treat you to a com-
plementary buffet breakfast at your 
first visit. For reservations, contact 
Jeannine Montgomerie, 309-310-
5315 or jmntg.1229@gmail.com.
	 August programs: 
	 Aug. 3, Tony Krentz, Aurora Fire 
Dept., will speak on Fire Safety.
	 Aug. 17, Lt. Tim Pemberton, 
Salvation Army, will speak.

TOPS
	  Are you ready to stop diet-
ing, and start making real changes? 
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) 
can help you reach your weight-loss 
goals by providing the tools, infor-
mation, support, and accountability 
you need to be successful. After all, 
this has been a winning formula for 
TOPS members over the last 60+ 
years. 
	 We are also the least expensive 
weight loss group around. At only 
$32 a year and 15¢ a meeting, it’s 
a real bargain. The HG TOPS club 
meets 8:30–9:30 am every Thursday 
in the Blue Spruce Room. All are wel-
come. Come in around 8:15, so we 
can say “hi!” For more information, 
contact Krista Loetscher, 303-330-
0322, or visit www.TOPS.org.
HG Writers Club
	 Whether you’re just beginning to 
put pen to paper or you are a pub-
lished author, we invite you to join 
us for a time of education, fellowship 
and inspiration. New members are 
always welcome. 
	 We currently meet 1–3:30 pm 
every Thursday in a Clubhouse 
room. Please contact Joanne Brand, 
303-750-9722, for further informa-
tion. We look forward to meeting you. 
CP4
	 Our monthly socials are 5 pm 
on the first Thursday of the month, 
at Rendezvous,. Come meet your 
neighbors. Ordering food is optional. 
– Carol Drollinger 
Kiwanis Club of Aurora 
	 The club is a member of a global 
organization of volunteers, dedicated 
to changing the world, one child 
and one community at a time. The 
club meets 6 pm Thursdays at the 
Rendezvous Restaurant at HG.
	 We also are on the web: Aurora-
co.kiwanisone.org. For more infor-
mation, call Rich Richardson, 303-
368-5747.
American Legion Post 2012
	 We are a small post, chartered in 
2012, and have now moved to HG. 
We are always looking for veterans 
interested in helping veterans in our 
community. We offer friendship, com-
munity service, fellowship and fun 

with other vets and their families, and 
outreach to homeless vets. Come 
to a meeting, and check us out. We 
meet on the first Thursday of every 
month at 7 pm in the Mountainview 
Room. 
	 For more Information, contact 
Don Clair (B243), Commander, 
copost2012cmd@gmail.com or 720-
219-8707. 
Men with Purpose
	 A group of men, with diversi-
fied backgrounds, gather to discuss 
timely topics regarding healthy aging 
and purposeful retirement. Books 
and articles relating to these topics 
are discussed by group members.
	 Leadership is shared. Men With 
Purpose meets the first and third 
Fridays of each month, 10–11 am, 
in the Skyview Room. For further 
information, contact Gene Dawson, 
720-535-9672. 
Heather Gardens Indivisible
	 Our group is an informal net-
work of citizens concerned about 
the increasing role of anonymous 
big-money organizations in our 
democratic processes. We focus on 
providing information that individual 
citizens can use to communicate 
effectively with elected officials. We 
view such individual involvement as 
the only way to counter-balance the 
role of big money in setting the 
governmental agenda at both the 
national and local levels. 
	 We are concerned about the 
environment, the shrinking middle 
class, health care, quality public edu-
cation, and all the fundamental fac-
tors needed to ensure that a govern-
ment of the people, by the people, 
and for the people can survive in this 
era of big-money politics. 
	 We hold an informal informa-
tion sharing meeting every Friday 
in Rendezvous at 12:15 pm, and 
a monthly general meeting on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
3:30 pm in the Aspen Room. We are 
developing a closed (safe) Facebook 
group to share information. Please 
join us if you share our concerns. Our 
web site is: https://sites.google.com/
view/hg-indivisible. – Al Lindeman
The NoteAbles Mixed Chorus
	 The community chorus, the 
NoteAbles, will be singing weekly at 
7 pm on Tuesday evenings, in the 
Sandberg Auditorium. Residents as 
well as non-residents are invited. 

Clubs and Organizations 
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	 Our mission is to provide the 
experience of singing good mixed 
chorus music, in a variety of musical 
genres, with the simple goal of enjoy-
ing singing together. Performance 
opportunities, for those who wish, 
may include holiday concerts, church 
services, community facilities and 
activities, and NoteAbles club-orga-
nized concerts.
	 This group was organized in 
July. We invite you to join us now, 
to participate in the “ground floor” 
development of the NoteAbles. 
Aurora Christian Women’s Vital 
Network Brunch
	 We invite you to join us the 
second Tuesday of the month, 
9:30–11 am, at Blossoms in Windsor 
Gardens. We have an interesting 
feature, and a speaker who has an 
uplifting story. 
	 We have brunch, which costs 
$13, including tax and tip. Everyone 
is welcome. For information, call 
Karen, 303-888-3555. 
Parkinson Support Group
	 This group meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month, 1-3 pm in 
the Aspen Room. Please contact 
Meredith, 303-731-4620, with ques-
tions.
B203 and B204
	 B203 and B204 hold a combined 
social, meeting at Rendezvous on 
the second Tuesday of each month, 
5 pm, for drinks and dinner. – Laurel 
McClaren, 303-337-2685.
HG Aviation Club 
	 The club’s next meeting will 7 
pm Wednesday, Aug. 9, in the Aspen 
Room. This month’s program will be 
on the rare WW2 fighter plane, the 
Northrop P-61 “Black Widow.”
	 The Black Widow was the first 

fighter designed for night fighting. 
It had two gun turrets (top and bot-
tom fuselage) with four 50-caliber 
machine guns each. The turrets were 
radar assisted for the gunner. It was 
quite deadly, as many enemy planes 
discovered. The turrets could fire 360 
degrees top and bottom.
	 Come join us to learn about this 
very unusual plane. Bring a friend. 
All are welcome — all you need is an 
interest in airplanes. – Rudy Morris 
The Green Team
	 If you are concerned about our 
environment and related issues, 
please join us on the second 
Thursday of the month in the Skyview 
Room, noon–2 pm. Our next meeting 
will be on Aug. 10. For more informa-
tion, call 303-306-0066.
	 Another Shredding Day is 
coming! Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, Sept. 23, 10 am–noon. 
The Green Team is hard at work 
making the arrangements. We are 
joining forces with Heather Gardens 
Brokers, who have graciously agreed 
to sponsor this event. 
	 A special curbside recycling truck 
will be located in the parking lot north 
of the picnic pavilion. You will be able 
to watch your important papers being 
shredded on the spot, for peace of 
mind. Gather all your old documents, 
put them in standard size file boxes 
and bring them for a nominal fee of 

$5 per three boxes. (Of course, we 
will take more if you have them.)
	 What is a standard size file box? 
It is what a case that copy paper 
comes in. We will accept anything 
close in size. Please do not bring 
your documents in plastic bags. 
	 Another event, which may be 
of interest to you, is taking place on 
Tuesday, Oct. 24. The Green Team is 
taking a trip to Waste Management’s 
Single Stream Recycling Plant. We 
will car pool, leaving the clubhouse 
at noon and returning by 3 pm. If you 
would like to be included, please call 
the number above.
Karaoke Club
	 The Karaoke Club meets 6–8 pm 
on the second Friday of every month 
in the Aspen/Blue Spruce Rooms. 
BYOB and snacks. 
	 Great songs to choose from and 
sing. Sing solo or with a group. For 
information, call 303-398-3998 or 
309-310-5315. 
A Circle of Friends
	 Do you need to meet new friends 
and find new activities? Give us a 
call. This group is the original Ports 
of Call Singles (OPOCS) group, 55+. 
Monthly activities include Panera’s, 
9–11 am on the third Monday of the 
month for coffee, social time. Birthday 
Lunch Brunch: poker, pinochle, 
bridge plus social times. Senior Ric’s, 
4–6 pm, second Monday. Bakers St. 
Pub, 4–6 pm, fourth Thursday.
	 Call Joann Cunningham, 303-
751-5195, HG resident, for more 
information and monthly newsletter. 
Genealogy Swap Shop 
	 If you are interested in find-
ing your ancestors and tracing your 
family history, please join us on the 

See Clubs…page 47
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Mah Jongg
	 We meet 1–4 pm every Tuesday, 
Blue Spruce Room, except the sec-
ond Tuesday, when we play in the 
lobby (behind fireplace).
	 All players welcome, including 
beginners. You must have the lat-
est Mah Jongg League card. Social 
game; we do not play for money, only 
glory.
	 Never played Mah Jongg? Come 
and observe, to see if you wish to 
learn. Call Carol, 720-628-4051, or 
Pat, 720-535-4603, for information. 
Hand and Foot
	 Hand and Foot is a card game 
that is fun, and easy to learn. We 
meet every Tuesday, 12:30–4 pm, 
Mountainview. With questions, call 
Phyllis Lann, 720-535-8531. 
Billiard Club
	 The club’s play schedule is:  Co-
ed 8-Ball, 7 pm Tuesdays; Men’s 
9-Ball, 7 pm Thursdays. 
	 All new players are welcome. 
Questions? Call Sean Kelliher, 720-
427-6174, or Connie Burns, 303-
693-0766.
Co-ed 8 Ball June 20
	 1st 	Geri Bartolini, Gil Lochhead
	2nd	Judy Brehmer, Brian Bucenec
	 3rd	Chuck Finder, Tony Duran
June 27
	 1st	Tina Larry, Chuck Finder
	2nd	Judy Brehmer, Ray Binder
	 3rd	Virginia DiGuiseppi,  

Gil Lochhead
July 11
	 1st	Dee Moore, Hi Reynolds
	2nd	Greg Kachadoorian,  

Joe Ozorkiewicz
	 3rd	Geri Bartolini, Brian Bucenec
Men’s 9-Ball June 15
	 1st	Greg Kachadoorian
	2nd	Hi Reynolds
	 3rd	Lucky Highfill
June 22
	 1st	Chuck Finder
	2nd	Hi Reynolds
	 3rd	Greg Kachadoorian
June 29
	 1st	Roger Goldstein
	2nd	Lindy Davenport
July 6
	 1st	Greg Kachadoorian
	2nd	Lucky Highfill
	 3rd	Ron Spry

July 13
	 1st	Greg Kachadoorian
	2nd	Brian Bucenec
	 3rd	Gail Gibson
	 – Connie Burns  
HG ACBL Duplicate Bridge
	 This club plays 1 pm Wednes-
days in the Blue Spruce Room. Help 
setting up is appreciated, so come 
early. 
	 For more information, call John 
Osterberg, 720-535-1038, or Merrily 
VanZevern, 720-282-3199. For part-
nership information, call Corley Frei-
sen, 303-872-3308.
	 Thursday evening duplicate 
bridge is in the Blue Spruce Room, 
6–9 pm. Contact persons  Linda 
Harder, 303-369-2032 or Merrily 
VanZevern, 720-282-3199.
Ladies Golf Club
	 The SE Metro Women’s Golf 
League Network (made up of vari-
ous women’s golf leagues, including 
Heather Gardens) held its June 26, 
Cha-Cha-Cha Tournament at Heath-
er Ridge for the benefit of “The First 
Tee of Denver.” The weather was 
perfect, golf was great (for those who 
have not golfed at HR, the course 
offers plenty of challenges for any 
skilled golfer). Everyone had a won-
derful time. 
	 The tournament was followed by 
a luncheon, raffle and a silent auc-
tion. It was a huge success, raising 
money for such a great organization. 
Thanks to Connie Burns, Florence 
Madonna and Liz Sanchez for their 
wonderful job in planning and orga-
nizing the event. Some of the tourna-
ment winners from the HGLGC are 
listed below. (If I missed anyone, my 
apologies.)
The First Tee of Denver Benefit 
Tournament 
1st Low Net Score  Florence  

Madonna, Beulah Gould  
(What a great couple of months of 
golfing – congrats!)

2nd Low Net Score  Kathy Hunt, 
Debbie Madril, Gini Klein

1st Low Gross Score  Patricia 
Reichert

2nd Low Gross Score  Glenda Pitts, 
Mary Lou Corliss 

Closest to Pin on Hole #14  Char-
lane Plucheck

	 By the time you read this arti-
cle, the “Battle of the Gardens 2017 
Tournament” (Heather Gardens and 
Windsor Gardens) will have been 
played, and a new winner crowned. 
Details of the tournament will be 
provided in the September issue of 
Heather ’n Yon.
For the rest of the season 
	 •	 Tournament of Champions   
Aug. 28 and 30, with a luncheon and 
election of 2018 officers to follow.
	 •	 Springhill Tournament at HG on 
Sept. 7, and at Springhill on Sept. 14. 
Both days will be a 9-hole shotgun 
start. 
•	 Awards Luncheon will be Wednes-
day, Oct. 4 in the Rendezvous Ban-
quet Room.
•	 Helpers Tournament is scheduled 
for Wednesday, Oct. 11.
•	 The next board meeting will be  
1 pm Wednesday, July 26.
Tournament Winners June 21
Flight A
	 1st	Dee Moore
	2nd	Nancy Bonniwell, Pat Reichert
Flight B
	 1st	Judy Brehmer
 2nd Bonnie McMullen,  

Mary Ann Morris
Flight C
	 1st	Linda Savage
	2nd	Marilyn Cornell, Lil Pickrel
Flight D   
	 1st	Nancy Henson
	2nd	Joyce Angel
	 3rd	Kathy Liss
Tournament Winners June 28  
Flight A
	 1st	Nancy Bonniwell
	2nd	Judy Nelson
	 3rd	Margie Francone
Flight B
	 1st	Diane Dean
	2nd	Paula Hammond, Kathy 

Shields, Barbara Tucker
Flight C
	 1st	Gini Klein
	2nd	Mary Lou Corliss, Cindy Belz
Flight D  
	 1st	Candia Lang
	2nd	JoAnn Cunningham,  

Suzi Stolte 
Tournament Winners July 5
Flight A
	 1st	Beulah Gould, Dee Moore
	 3rd	Charlane Plucheck,  

Margie Francone
Flight B
	 1st	JoAnn Sterling
	2nd	Pat Profera

Sports and Recreation 
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	 3rd	Rosalie Einspahr, Jeanne Hizer
Flight C
	 1st	Karen Huber
	2nd	Carolyn Anne Mayne, Georgia 

Ptacek, Helen Reasoner
Flight D
	 1st	Lee Boland, Suzi Stolte,  

JoAnn Cunningham 
Tournament Winners July 12 
Flight A
	 1st	Patricia Reichert, Beulah 

Gould, Dee Moore
 Flight B
	 1st	Shirley Hendren
	2nd	Carolyn Manley, Betty Parko
Flight C
	 1st	Sharla Sheeks
	2nd	Georgia Ptacek 
	 3rd	Helen Reasoner
Flight D 
	 1st	Candia Lang
	2nd	Suzi Stolte
	 3rd	Lee Boland
	 For membership information, 
contact Carolyn Manly, 303-745-
1060, or Karen Huber, 303-246-3859. 
Also, check out our website at www.
heathergardensladiesladiesgolfclub.
com for additional details and our 
membership application. – Charlane 
Plucheck 
Square Dancing
	 Fun, exercise, and friendship. 
Come square dance on the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month, 7 
30–9:30 pm, Auditorium. Bob Riggs 
is the caller. 
	 All square dancers are welcome. 
Call Dolores Bendekgey with ques-
tions, 720-747-4666. Cost: $5 per 
person. 
Bunko
	 Bunko is played 1-3 30 pm on 
the first and third Thursdays of each 
month in the Blue Spruce Room. For 
information: Debbie Brooks, 303-
923-3809.
Tennis Club 
	 Interested in getting back into 
tennis? Drop-in tennis is every week-
day morning 8–10 am. Quick brush-
up sessions can be arranged free of 
charge. Or, if you would like to learn 
the game, reasonably priced lessons 
can be arranged with one of our pro 
instructor members. 
	 We would like to see you 5 pm on 
Wednesday, Aug. 9 in Rendezvous, 
for our meeting followed by a social 
hour. Come see that tennis is alive 
and well at HG. Call Wendy for more 

information, 303-306-0066.
	 For the second time this sum-
mer, the HG Tennis Club hosted an 
Invitational Tennis Challenge. On 
Sunday, July 2, the Heritage Eagle 
Bend Men’s and Women’s teams vis-
ited our courts to enjoy the game and 
socialize.
	 Despite the temperature being 
over 90 degrees, most matches were 
close, with HG winning two of the six 
challenges. Congratulations to Debi 
Gomery and Christine McKenney for 
taking their match 6-1. 
	 Bob Schlageter and Mike Corco-
ran came out on top with a score of 
7–5. The Picnic Pavilion afforded all 
players and fans a great spot to relax, 
and enjoy snacks, with liquid refresh-
ment in a cooler setting following the 
challenge. 
	 It was a wonderful opportunity to 
meet new folks and introduce them 
to the wonderful facilities here at HG. 
A very special thanks to the Golf Di-
vision of Roads & Grounds for sup-
plying us with plenty of cold water 
and cups. They also have been do-
ing a great job cleaning the courts for 
these challenges. – Wendy Pfaffhau-
sen
Pickleball
	 The schedule for Pickleball will 
be emailed to everyone on the Pick-
leball email list for August. We will 
play Pickleball outdoors on the HG 
tennis courts every Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Sunday morning, 9–11 am, 
and Tuesday and Friday evenings, 
5–7 pm. 
	 We also are offering free Pick-
leball lessons for HG residents on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday 
mornings, 9–10 am. Beginners are 
welcome.
	 To see this fun sport in action, vis-
it the “Pickleball at Heather Gardens” 
website  plaidflannel.com/Pickleball. 
The website offers detailed informa-
tion on the free lessons, our current 
playing schedule, instructional vid-
eos, and information on the game’s 
history, rules and equipment.
 	 If you want to learn more about 
Pickleball, or get on the roster, call 
Rosalie, 303-751-1226, or Judy, 303-
369-6258, or contact us by email at 
pickleball@plaidflannel.com. 
Mexican Train Dominoes
	 We play noon–4 pm every Sat-
urday, Arts & Crafts Room. Games 
start at noon and 2 pm. For infor-

mation, call Viola, 720-535-5638, or 
Peggy, 303-752-4696. 
Seville Pickleball
	 Seville Pickleball is back. Se-
ville residents and their guests are 
welcome to play 8–10 Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. The 
courts are available to all Seville resi-
dents for Pickleball, and tennis at all 
other times on a first-come basis. 
	 The scheduled Pickleball ses-
sions are for beginner and interme-
diate players. We are not offering 
instruction. Instruction is available at 
the HGA courts. For further informa-
tion, contact Rita Effler, rl_effler@ho-
tmail.com or 303-619-3515.” 
Men’s Poker
	 We welcome all interested men 
poker players to join us at our regular 
poker sessions. We play 4–9:15 pm 
on Wednesday and Friday evenings 
in the Skyview Room. We play Texas 
Hold ’em 6–9 pm Mondays, in Sky-
view.
	 We play friendly, small-stakes 
poker, usually including a variety of 
“dealers choice” games. For more 
information, please call Milt Merrick, 
303-829-7188, or miltmerrick@hot-
mail.com.
Men’s Bridge 
	 This group meets every Mon-
day, 11:45 am–3 pm, in the Skyview 
Room. Call Maris Kuga, 720-748-
0590. 
Ping Pong
	 Fun and free; great exercise. 
Come join us in playing ping-pong 
doubles on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays, 2 pm in 
the Game Room. Beginners may 
meet at 2 pm on Fridays, but you 
must call Bob Schlageter, 303-751-
2205, to make arrangements. You 
will need to bring someone to play 
with. See you there. – M. Mines
Mah Jongg
	 We meet 12:30–4 pm every Mon-
day, Blue Spruce Room, except the 
third Monday of each month, when 
the VNA has Blue Spruce. Then 
we meet in the Arts & Crafts Room, 
where three card tables are set up for 
us. 	You must have the latest Mah 
Jongg League card. We play for a 
maximum of $3 — bring your nickels, 
dimes and quarters.
	 All HG players are welcome. For 
information  Estelle, 303-750-0936.

See FYI…page 51
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 Julian Navarro was hired in May 2016. Upon joining 
the Heather Gardens Paint Department, Julian has taken 
on responsibilities with the utmost professionalism. His 
drywall repairs are flawless. He can match any texture 
and paint color perfectly. 
 Every work order Julian completes is done with great 
care to the resident’s property. After each work order is 
completed, the residents often call, and ask specifically 
for Julian to do any future work in their units. Julian is 
always on time to appointments, and has stayed late to 
complete the job. Julian communicates and works well 
with residents and staff. 

 Julian is well liked 
and a vital part of the 
Paint Department, and 
a great asset to Heather 
Gardens. 
 For these reasons, 
I am pleased to an-
nounce Julian Navarro 
Employee of the Month 
for June 2017.
 – Calvin White, 

CMCA
General Manager

Employee of the Month
Employee Recognition

Julian Navarro
Paint Department

Important Reminder to all New HG Residents: 
	 On the fourth Wednesday of each month, a Resident Orientation meeting is held at 9:45 am, in the Board 
Room, second floor of the HG Clubhouse. All new residents are provided a Resident Handbook, an indispensable 
publication and guide. It is filled with useful and helpful information that will greatly assist you as you transition to 
the unique HG lifestyle. Knowing where to find help will facilitate your access to its wonderful community resources. 
	 If you are unable to attend the orientation session, you can pick up a copy of the handbook in the HG Manage-
ment Office. An electronic version of the handbook is also available on www.heathergardens.org.
	 – Chair Bill Reynolds
� Communications Committee

See FYI…page 46

Ward V Town Hall Meetings
	 Councilman Bob Roth, who represents HG/Ward V 
on city council, has monthly town hall meetings on vari-
ous topics. The next meeting will be 6–8 pm Tuesday, 
Aug. 22, at Shalom Cares, 14800 East Belleview Dr., 
Aurora, 80015. Topic: Council Appointees. Four appoin-
tees are the only direct employees of City Council, and 
are responsible for all aspects of day-to-day operation of 
Aurora. City Manager Skip Noe, Court Administrator Zel-
da DeBoys, City Attorney Mike Hyman and Chief Judge 
Shawn Day will be on hand to give us a rundown on their 
areas of expertise. Check www.auroragov.org, for details. 
Sign up for Roth’s weekly newsletter at broth@aurora-
gov.org, or call him, 720-202-2695.
HG Optimist Club
	 Please remember the Optimist Ice Cream Social 4–7 
pm Friday, Aug. 4, in Rendezvous. All proceeds go to 
benefit many youth programs in our area. Come, have 
a good time and a chance to win a prize! Tickets on sale 
Tuesday and Friday evenings by the restaurant and in 
the Clubhouse Lobby. 
Food Truck Rodeo

11 am–2 pm Friday, Aug. 4
Aurora Municipal Ctr (west side) 

15151 E. Alameda Pkwy

FYI
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FYI…from page 45 
	 Come to Aurora’s civic campus 
and try lunch at some of the hot-
test local food trucks. Trucks sched-
uled: J Street (seasonal street food), 
Simply Pizza (Neapolitan-inspired 
wood-fired pizza), The Real Deal 
(100 percent Natural Smoothies and 
Latin food), Street Frites (globally in-
spired street food), Royal Hustle (fun 
and Inventive tacos), Maine Street 
BBQ (eclectic cuisine of BBQ and 
New England fare), Gigi’s Cupcakes 
(gourmet cupcakes and cookies), 
Repicci’s (Italian Ice, Gelato, Gelati). 
Prices vary. AuroraGov.org/events.
On Havana Street
Six Foot Joe and the Red Hot Rhinos

Ice Cream Social
6–8 pm Tuesday, Aug. 22

Bring a lawn chair and a bottle of wa-
ter or nonalcoholic drink in the rose 
garden plaza. This free concert has 
free parking and an ADA porta potty 
on site. The rose garden plaza is lo-
cated south of Dick’s Sporting Goods 
and Maurice’s, 1250 S Ironton, at 
The Gardens on Havana (former 
Buckingham Square Mall location, 
SE corner of Mississippi & Havana).

Global Fest
1–9 pm Saturday, Aug. 19

Aurora Municipal Center Great Lawn
1551 E. Alameda Pkwy

	 Experience fantastic flavors, cul-
tural experiences and artistic expres-
sion from around the world. Aurora-
Gov.org/events.
Delaney Farm Historic Site

10 am–2 pm Saturday, 
Aug. 12 and Aug. 26

	 Explore a historic homestead, 
one-room schoolhouse and rare round 
barn. 170 S. Chambers Rd, 303-739-
6660, or Auroramuseum.org.
Citizens Planning Academy
	 Ever wonder how Aurora plans for 
its future, how city staff make those 
plans a reality and how the elements 
of our city — people, housing, busi-
nesses, roads, transit systems and 
more — come together to make this 
place Aurora?
	 Join us for this year’s Citizens’ 
Planning Academy, 8 am–1 pm Oct. 13 
at the Aurora Municipal Center, 15151 
E. Alameda Pkwy, Aurora Room.
	 The Academy will introduce the 
basics of community planning and how 
to think about our community in a new 

way. This half-day academy will de-
scribe why planning is valuable, cover 
a range of planning topics and issues, 
show tools planners use to make and 
implement plans, and teach how to get 
involved so you can apply your new 
city planning knowledge. Contact Nate 
Owens, nowens@auroragov.org, or 
303-739-7271 to register by Oct. 6. 
Lunch will be served.
Adopt a Park or a Slice of 
Urban Forest
	 Enjoy the outdoors and connect 
with neighbors and wildlife by becom-
ing a volunteer steward for the city of 
Aurora.
	 Help out with graffiti busting, trash 
pick-up, flower-bed care, playground 
safety monitoring and trail upkeep in 
nearly 100 parks throughout the city, 
while promoting community pride and 
improving park aesthetics and safety. 
Or be the eyes and ears of the city’s 
Forestry Division by gathering informa-
tion, planting trees and improving pub-
lic safety while learning how to prune 
branches and identifying dead or dan-
gerous trees.
	 The city provides training, supplies 
and ongoing support. No experience 

See FYI…page 59
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third Tuesday of each month, 9– 
11 am, Skyview Room. For infor-
mation, Harold Thompson, 720-748-
7090, or Ruth Miller, 720-535-4954. 
B205 and B206
	 Happy hour is 5 pm on the third 
Tuesday each month in Rendezvous. 
Colorado Symphony Guild–
Hilltop/Southeast Chapter
	 The Hilltop/South unit of the 
Colorado Symphony Guild meets 
over lunch the third Wednesday of 
each month at Rendezvous. A busi-
ness meeting starts at 11:30 am. We 
invite new members to join us. 
	 RSVPs are required. For further 
information, call Connie Reger, 720-
535-6485. 
CP3 
	 The CP3 Social meets 5 pm the 
third Wednesday of each month in 
Rendezvous Restaurant.
Wine and Cheese Social Club
	 Come join us on the third 
Saturday of each month, 3–5 pm. 
We get together in the Aspen/Blue 
Spruce Room. Everyone is welcome. 
Bring a bottle of wine and a snack. 
Enjoy socializing with other HG 
neighbors. Entertainment is provid-
ed. If you have a talent you want 
to share, we invite you to join in. – 
Karen McClaury
Frolics Club
	 The annual Frolics Club picnic is 
at 5:30 pm Saturday, Aug. 19 in the 
Picnic Pavilion. The cut-off date for 
reservations is Aug. 10; we need to 
know how many people will attend in 
order to plan for it. 
	 RSVP to Sheila Bluestein,  303-
745-5646. The Frolics Club will sup-
ply meat (hamburgers and chicken), 
in addition to water and soda (BYOB 
if your beverage preference is some-
thing else). Last names A-H, bring 
appetizers; I-P, bring a side dish or 
salad; and Q-Z, bring dessert.
	 Board elections will be held dur-
ing the picnic. The slate of candi-
dates is as follows:
	 President: 
	 Sheila Bluestein, Barbara Schneller
	 Vice President: Mel Rawles
	 Treasurer: Winnie Jennings
	 Recording Secretary: 
	 Jerry Brewster, Blanche McKinney
	

	 Corresponding Secretary:  
	 Maria Mines
	 Business Manager: Joyce Laman
	 Asst. Business Manager:  
	 Tina McLaughlin
	 We will also be voting to approve 
the revised bylaws, which were 
emailed to members for their review. 
Be ready to pay your 2017–18 club 
dues ($10, check or cash). Hope to 
see you all there! – M. Mines
Photo Club
	 Residents of HG who enjoy 
photography get together the third 
Monday of the month, 3-5 pm, Aspen 
Room, to Learn, Shoot and Share. 
The club is a good venue for meet-
ing people with the same interest as 
yours. You can form new friendships, 
and enjoy learning new things about 
the craft.
	 The club is open to persons 
without regard to their photographic 
knowledge, experience or type of 
equipment (I-Phones do take very 
good photographs.) We are not 
about competitions, and do not col-
lect dues.
	 We are about promoting photog-
raphy through learning from other 
members about your equipment, 
how to shoot better photos (with 
occasional field trips), and sharing 
those photos with others to improve 
your skills. Whether you’re a hobby-
ist, serious amateur or professional 
photographer, joining a photogra-
phy club is one of the best ways to 
improve your skills. 
HG Republican Club 
	 We are pleased to announce 
our Vice President Dick Laslo will 
speak on the 13th, 14th and 15th 
Amendments to the Constitution. 
Join us at 1:30 pm Tuesday, Aug. 
22,  in the Aspen Room. Everyone 
is welcome. See y’all then. – Ruth 
Prendergast
50 & Who’s Counting
	 Like a true Nature’s child, we 
were born to be wild. So be wild for 
the night, and come to the Hippie 
Party at 5:30 pm Saturday, Aug. 26, 
in the Picnic Pavilion.
	 Bring a dish to share and your 
own beverage. Enjoy the outta sight 
entrée provided. Shel McClaury’s 
band, Final Approach, will provide 
far-out tunes for listening, singing 
and dancing. The cost for non-mem-
bers attending the picnic will be $5. 

	 Be groovy, and wear your tie-dye 
and beads. Give peace a chance, 
and call in your reservation by  
Aug. 24 to Steve, 303-601-7858. 
Right on!
Seville Recreation Association
	 SRA meets the fourth Monday 
of every month, 10 am, in a differ-
ent Seville building each month. For 
information: Charles Goodgain, 303-
481-8412.
Low Vision Support Group
	 Our no-cost meetings are held 
the fourth Monday of the month,  
1:30 pm, Mountainview Room. We 
hope you will join us. Marsha Bergen, 
720-535-5224. 
HG Democrats	
	 The HG Democrats meet on 
Aug. 28 (fourth Monday) at 4:30 pm 
in Rendezvous Restaurant. The din-
ner buffet is available, and all are 
welcome!
Caregivers Support Group
	 This group meets on the last 
Tuesday of the month, 7–8:30 pm, in 
the Aspen Room. The group is open 
to all residents of HG who provide 
care for family or friends. 
	 The object is to meet for fellow-
ship, fun, education, and to solve our 
problems together. It is a chance to 
meet others in the same situation, 
and to learn how we each meet the 
challenges of caregiving. 
	 Our experienced caregiver will 
be unavailable to take our special 
people due to a schedule conflict, for 
August, only. For more information, 
call Nancy Fuhr, 303-337-4890. 
HG Grief Support
	 The Grief Support Group offers 
weekly sessions, to help participants 
through their grief. Registration is 
required. 
	 Call Joanne Brand, 303-750-
9722, for information. Brand has 
been offering these support groups 
for 12 years. 
League of Women Voters
	 The League of Women Voters 
of Arapahoe and Douglas Counties 
(LWVADC) is a cadre of dedicat-
ed volunteers whose mission is to 
educate, advocate, and empower 
our fellow citizens in the democrat-
ic processes. Membership is open 
to women and men. Call Charlotte 
Faris, 303-690-8466, for information 
on   meetings. 

Clubs…from page 39 
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COLOR ADVERTISING FOR USE IN MAGAZINES
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WOOD RECONDITIONING
CABINET REFACING  - CUSTOM CABINETS 
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EXPERIENCE THE ONE DAY
KITCHEN UPDATE

EXPERIENCE THE ONE DAY

KITCHEN UPDATE

See what a difference a day makes. Kitchen Tune-Up 
can work miracles. We offer three separate “tune-up” packages 
that help repair, restore and rejuvenate your kitchen cabinets. 
Take advantage of a free consultation to see which service 
makes the most sense for your kitchen.  

See what a difference a day makes. 
Kitchen Tune-Up can work miracles. We 
offer three separate “tune-up” packages 
that help repair, restore and rejuvenate your 
kitchen cabinets. Take advantage of a free 
consultation to see which service makes the 
most sense for your kitchen.  

PACKAGES
STARTING AT

$777
PACKAGES

STARTING AT

$777

Wood Reconditioning • Countertops
Cabinet Refacing • Custom Cabinets

303-699-0821
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Mysteries of China
Tuesday, Aug. 15, 2 pm, DMNS IMAX
Cost: $20
	 Through the lens of one of the 
great archaeological events — the 
discovery of the iconic terracotta 
warriors and the first emperor’s tomb 
— Mysteries of China 3D reveals the 
underlying story of how this world su-
perpower came to be.
Downtown Aquarium
Thursday, Aug. 17, 10:30, Downtown
Signup Deadline: Aug. 3
Cost $16
	 The entertainment and dining 
complex features an aquarium boast-
ing one million gallons of underwater 
exhibits that highlight fascinating 
ecosystems, and houses over 500 
species of animals; an interactive 
stingray touch tank; the Aquarium 
Restaurant and amusements for the 
entire family.
Colorado Rockies Game
Sunday, Aug. 20 
(vs. Milwaukee Brewers)
Meet in parking lot B243, B242, at 
11:30 am. Game time 1:10 pm.

Men Are From Mars
Saturday, Aug. 26, 2 pm, 
Garner Galleria 
Cost $46
	 The Off-Broadway hit comedy 
is a one-man fusion of theatre and 
stand-up, and is a light-hearted theat-
rical comedy based on the New York 
Times #1 best-selling book of the last 
decade by John Gray. Contains adult 
themes and content.
Dazzle
Thursday, Aug. 31, 10 am
Thursday, Sept. 28, 10 am 
Downtown (New Location!)
Signup Deadlines: Three weeks prior 
to each trip
Cost $23 
	 Lunch and live jazz! Includes 
your choice of three chef-inspired 
entrees, soda, coffee, tea or glass of 
red or white wine, draft beer or well 
drink.
A Chorus Line
Wednesday, Sept. 20, 1 pm
Main Stage
Signup Deadline: Aug. 30
Cost $58
	 Everything is on the line for 17 
dancers as they audition for a highly 
sought-after place in the chorus of a 
Broadway musical. Through this ex-
hausting process, their stories and 
vulnerabilities are laid on the line as 
they ultimately come together and 
become one singular sensation!

Celestial Seasonings / Sculpture 
Garden Tour
Tuesday, Sept. 26, 10 am, Boulder
Signup Deadline: Sept. 5
Cost $3
	 On this tour, you can see first-
hand how the finest all-natural ingre-
dients from around the world become 
your favorite Celestial Seasonings 
teas. After the tour, you can shop in 
the Tea Shop, and then you can eat 
lunch in the café or bring your own 
sack lunch. Tour lasts 45 minutes.
Cripple Creek Fall Colors
Wednesday, Sept. 27, 8 am–6 pm
Fee: $33. 
	 Includes charter bus, $10 in Wild-
loot at the Wild Wood Casino. There’s 
gold in the hills! Enjoy a beautiful ride 
to see the fall colors and maybe win a 
little something at the Wildwood Ca-
sino in Cripple Creek.

Casino Trips
Mardi Gras or Golden Gate – 
Blackhawk
Tuesday, Aug. 15, 8:30 am–3:30 pm
Tuesday, Sept. 19, 8:30 am–3:30 pm
Cost: $6
	 Passengers get a $10 food voucher 
redeemable at either casino. You will 
also get $5 free play on a Players Card. 
If you don’t have a Players Card, you 
will need to register for one!

 No transfers or refunds. 
Note that RTD trip times listed 
are not actual departure times. 
Please call if unable to attend. 
Bring your receipt to trip check-
in. All RTD times are approxi-
mate.
 Please note the payment 
deadline for each trip. Don’t wait 
until just before the trip depar-
ture date to register or you’ll 
miss it!
 The local fare for SeniorRide 
and Senior shopper is $2.60 
round-trip for passengers 65 

years or older and $5.20 round-
trip for all other passengers. 
Regional fare is $4.50 round-trip 
for passengers 65 years or older 
and $9 round-trip for all other 
passengers. Fare paid to driver.
 All HG trips include an 
escort and small administrative 
fee. RTD fares are not included 
in trip fees and are to be paid 
to RTD bus driver at time of 
pickup. Exact change required. 
Drivers and HG staff do not 
have change available.

TRIPS POLICY

Sold Out

Tr ips and Tours

Check out www.heathergardens.org  
Potential buyers:  

www.heathergardenslifestyle.com
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Sports…from page 43
Pinochle
	 Evening Pinochle meets 6:30–
9:30 pm Monday nights in the Moun-
tainview Room. For information, call 
Ann Gagliardi, 303-332-2163.
	 Afternoon Pinochle meets 
Wednesdays, 1:30–4 pm, Mountain-
view Room. We only play for fun and 
entertainment. With questions, call 
Virginia Walcher, 303-632-8039. 

HG Men’s Golf
	 June and July are always hot 
months for golf. Two important tour-
naments took place. 
	 First, in June, was the Garden 
Cup where 18 two-man teams from 
HG competed against 18 two-man 
teams from Windsor Gardens. The 
two-day tournament split play be-
tween the two golf courses. The com-
petition was spirited, but in the end 
the Windsor Gardens men prevailed, 
and won the cup this year. 
	 I will say it was very gracious for 
Windsor Gardens to provide all golf-
ers with a delicious lunch after the 
final day of competition. Thanks to 
them and all who participated. We 
will get them next year!  
	 Second, in July, was the 2nd An-
nual Disabled American Veterans 
Charity Tournament at HG. Last year, 
over $4,000 was raised. At this writ-
ing, it is hoped that the total will be 
greater this year. Many local busi-
nesses, organizations and individu-
als contributed to make the tourna-
ment a big success. Please look for 
highlight information in Heather ’n 
Yon next month. Thank those spon-
sors.
	 August will be the Men’s Club 
Championship. There is still time to 
hone your game to razor sharpness 

and grab one of the trophies. Be sure 
to visit the club website for the latest 
news.
	 Results from tournaments 
June 16
A Flight 
	 1st	John Bender, Jess Deal
	2nd	Chuck Finder
	 3rd	Frank Leydens, William Schmit, 

Tom Parko
B Flight
	 1st	Gary Hizer
	2nd	Randy White, Owen Williams
	 3rd	Paul Zipps, Brian Bucenec, 

Tom Fitzgerald
C Flight
	 1st	Tom Smith, Manny Gallegos
	2nd	Ron Hileman, Tom Merges
	 3rd	Robbie Robertson, Henry Hein
D Flight
	 1st	Van Kinahan
	2nd	Sam Lozano, George Brown
	 3rd	Jim Sellers
	 4th	John McLaughlin, Al Reasoner
E Flight
	 1st	Neil Wilkins
	2nd	Gil Tellis
	 3rd	David McCollom
	 4th	Phillip Corliss, Allen Lindeman
June 23 
A Flight
	 1st	Jess Deal, Frank Leydens
	2nd	John Bender, Dan Wallace
B Flight
	 1st	Len Liss
	2nd	David Krell, Ted Cowan,  

Owen Williams, Bob Neu
C Flight
	 1st	Ron Hileman
	2nd	Robbie Robertson
D Flight
	 1st	James Sellers
	2nd	John R McLaughlin
	 3rd	John McMullen
	 4th	Matt Dunne
E Flight
	 1st	Jon Erion

June 30 
A Flight
	 1st	Dave Oakland
	2nd	Jess Deal, Vern Thompson
	 3rd	Gene Barth
B Flight
	 1st	Randy White
	2nd	Brian Bucenec
	 3rd	Larry Francone
	 4th	Mike Meagher, Bob Neu
	 5th	Carlos Chavez, Gary Hizer
C Flight
	 1st	Ben Chavez, Rich Wall
	2nd	Tom Smith, Mark Marquardt
	 3rd	Robbie Robertson, Joe Mares, 

Ray Binder
D Flight
	 1st	Bill Riley, Matt Dunne
	2nd	Ralph Romero, Steve Galam-

bos, George Brown, John R 
McLaughlin, Tom Scally

E Flight
	 1st	Milton Bonham
	2nd	Jon Erion, Larry Maitland,  

Bill Scaff
July 7 
A Flight
	 1st	Bob Bengen
	2nd	William Schmit, Allen Torrey, 

Tom Parko
	 3rd	Jerry Joy
B Flight
	 1st	Randy White
	2nd	Carlos Chavez, Russ Gates
	 3rd	Mike Meagher
	 4th	Brian Bucenec, Gary Hizer, 

Pete Profera
C Flight
	 1st	Jim Jensen, Gale Gibson
	2nd	Robbie Robertson
	 3rd	Ted Cowan, Ray Binder
	 4th	George Wiemann,  

Virgil Thompson
D Flight
	 1st	John Good
	2nd 	Van Kinahan,  

John R. McLaughlin
	 3rd	Sam Lozano
E Flight
	 1st	Don Jackson, Phillip Corliss
	2nd	Sharad Buddhdev
	 3rd	Steve Galambos
	 The first Friday of the two Friday 
combined “Memorial Tournament” 
that honors club members who have 
passed was on July 14. Results will 
be posted in next month’s issue. 
	 As always, respect other play-
ers, respect the course, and keep on 
swinging. We all want to say thanks 
to the Golf Shop and maintenance 
teams for all their hard work.
	 –Ed Bradley
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Meet & Greet with General Manager Calvin White
Wednesday, Aug. 2, 8–9:30 am, Clubhouse Lobby
	 Join Calvin White for a roundtable discussion on a 
variety of topics. This is your opportunity to hear answers 
to your burning questions.
Movie Matinee and Night: Gifted
Friday, Aug. 4, 1 pm and 6:30 pm, Sandberg Auditorium
Fee: $4 pre-register, $5 on day of event
	 Frank Adler (Chris Evans) is a single man raising a 
child prodigy — his spirited young niece Mary (Mckenna 
Grace) — in a coastal town in Florida. Frank’s plans 
for a normal school life for Mary are foiled when the 
7-year-old’s mathematical abilities come to the attention 
of Frank’s formidable mother, Evelyn (Lindsay Duncan), 
whose plans for her granddaughter threaten to separate 
Frank and Mary. Rated PG-13
1st Saturday Night Dance
Sat, Aug. 5, 6:30–9:30 pm
	 Music by Perfect Harmony 4
Fee:	 HG resident, $6
		  Non-resident and on the day of event, $8
	 Enjoy an evening of dance, good music and good 
friends. There will be dance hosts, mixer dances and 
light refreshments. Alcoholic beverages can be pur-
chased at the restaurant bar prior to 7 pm. Bar opens at 
the dance at 7 pm. Note: Dance hosts receive compli-
mentary admission, and the event can always use more 
volunteers for that pleasant task.

CarFit
Tuesday, Aug. 8, 10 am–2 pm
South side of Clubhouse Parking Lot 
FREE: Registration required, call 303-751-1811
	 Reaching Older Adults Program (ROAD) will conduct 
a free CarFit event. This is an educational program that 
offers older adults the opportunity to check how well 
their personal vehicles “fit” them for greater comfort and 
control. Small adjustments to things like proper settings 
and seat positioning can make a big difference in your 
comfort level and help protect you. During CarFit, trained 
experts will teach you how to optimize the safety of your 
vehicle. To register for the 20-minute CarFit check up, 
call the Clubhouse Reception 
Desk, 303 751-1811
Ask A Doc
Tuesday, Aug. 8, 8–9:30 am, Mountainview Room
FREE: Registration required, call 303-751-1811
	 Got a question and just don’t know who to ask? This 
is your opportunity to sit down privately with a doctor of 
physical therapy to discuss options for a myriad of neu-
romuscular, musculoskeletal and metabolic disorders. 
Ten minute appointments available. Sponsored by St. 
Andrew’s Village Rehabilitative Services.
Active Minds: History of the Atomic Bomb
Wednesday, Aug. 9, 2 pm, Sandberg Auditorium
FREE: Registration requested, call 303-751-1811
	 On Aug. 6 and 9, it will have been 72 years since the 
atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
ushering in the nuclear age. Join Active Minds for a look 
at the origins and history of atomic weapons. We will dis-
cuss the achievements of the Manhattan Project and the 
subsequent nuclear arms race during the Cold War. We 
will end with a discussion of current nuclear proliferation 
concerns. 
Flea Market
Friday and Saturday, Aug. 11–12, 8 am–4 pm
	 One man’s junk is another man’s treasure. Thirty dif-
ferent tables will contain items you can peruse to find that 
certain treasure. 
AARP Drivers Safety
Friday, Aug. 11, 1 pm, Arts & Crafts Room
Fee: $15 AARP Member/$20 non-member
	 A certified AARP instructor teaches this course. 
Class size is limited, so registration is required. Pay the 
instructor on the day of the class.
Heather Gardens Got Talent!
Sunday, Aug. 13, 3 pm
Fee: $2 payable at the door. Registration requested, call 
303-751-1811 
	 So much talent in our “Gardens.” Come see your 
local talent. We have a variety of 20 acts to keep you 
entertained. 
Chair Massage
Tuesday, Aug. 15 , 9–11 am, Art & Crafts Room

HG Clubhouse 
Events

Please bring your receipt to the event.
Clubhouse Hours: 6 am to 10 pm, Monday–Saturday

6 am to 8 pm Sunday • Phone 303-751-1811
Clubhouse Manager Linda Aluise

Assistant Clubhouse Manager Lewis Boeve

Left and below: Gino diQuinzio 
entertained HG residents with 
his vocal variations on songs 
from the great American song-
book on July 14.
Photos by Anne Hummel-Gillis
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Fee: $20 per 15 min. Appointment, call 303-751-1811. 
	 Chair massage is a style of seated massage that 
focuses mainly on your neck, shoulders, back, arms and 
hands. It is done over your clothes and does not require 
the use of any lotions or oils. You will be seated in a 
special chair made for massage, which allows you to feel 
completely supported while your therapist uses a com-
bination of techniques to relieve tension and promote 
relaxation. Enjoy a relaxing 15-minute chair massage 
with Hollie McIntire, RMT.
Watch Batteries
Thursday, Aug. 17, 9 am–1 pm, Lodgepole Lounge
Fee: $6 per battery.
	 Need a watch or fob battery? While you wait, the 
technician will replace your watch batteries.
Card Making
Thursday Aug. 17, 1 pm, Skyview Room
Fee: $3 registration, $20 material fee paid to instructor
	 Make beautiful decorative cards for any occasion. All 
materials provided, just come with your creativity. 
Movie Matinee and Night: Going in Style
Friday, Aug. 18, 1 pm and 6:30 pm, Sandberg Auditorium
Fee: $4 pre-register, $5 on day of event
	 Lifelong buddies Willie (Morgan Freeman), Joe 
(Michael Caine) and Albert (Alan Arkin) decide to buck 
retirement and step off the straight-and-narrow when their 
pension funds become a corporate casualty. Desperate 
to pay the bills and come through for their loved ones, 
the three men risk it all by embarking on a daring adven-
ture to knock off the very bank that absconded with their 
money. Rated PG-13.
Oxford Study Lecture Series: Bridging the gap between 
world class research, and community health promotion.
Gerotechnology: Solutions for independence?
Wednesday, Aug. 23, 2:30–3:30 pm,  
Sandberg Auditorium
Fee: $3, $4 on the day of event. Registration requested, 
call 303-751-1811
	 Gerotechnology, (or gerontechnology) has great 
potential to improve the quality of life and health among 
older adults. Technology has changed our lives dramati-
cally in the last few decades and promises to create a 

revolution in successful aging in the decades to come. 
Learn about existing technologies that can help you 
solve the problems of daily life, learn how to find evi-
dence based information to help you live younger longer.
Bingo
Thursday, Aug. 24 , 1 pm, Sandberg Auditorium
FREE: Registration requested for seating purposes, call 
303-751-1811
	 Come play a few rounds of Bingo, sponsored by New 
Dawn Memory Care in Aurora. 
Platte Park Senior Chorus
Friday, Aug. 25, 1 pm, Sandberg Auditorium
Fee: $2 payable at the door — Registration requested, 
call 303-751-1811 
	 Enjoy a wonderful performance, and sing along with 
these fun and enjoyable entertainers. 
Depression Prevention
Monday, Aug. 28, 1 pm, Arts & Crafts Room
FREE: Registration requested, call 303-751-1811
	 This educational seminar deals with the ins and outs 
of depression. Join Dr. Martinez as he goes in depth 
on what depression is, and how to prevent it. Learn the 
importance of a healthy diet, exercise, and social interac-
tion as a means to dealing with depression. Then learn 
how you can possibly get rid of it. Sponsored by Iora 
Primary Care.
Comedy Night @ the Clubhouse
Thursday, Aug. 31, 6:30 pm, Sandberg Auditorium
Fee: $7 pre-register, $9 on day of event
	 Laughter is the best medicine. Come for a good dose 
of laughter. Several comedians will keep us in stitches. 
Fall Craft Fair 
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 20–21
	 Applications to exhibit your wares in this show will 
be available Aug. 1 by email or pick up a copy at the 
Clubhouse Reception Desk. 
Fruit Shack 
Sunday, 9 am–2 pm
	 The Fruit Shack will be in the Clubhouse parking lot 
selling fresh seasonal fruit and vegetables. 
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GATE CITY MOVING
Reliable, Responsible Movers
 A BBB Goldstar Company

Heather Gardens Discount
Heather Gardens References

303-744-8692
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Photos by 
Rudy Morris, B217

From Steelwave’s website: Parq @ Iliff Station, 2602 S. Anaheim St, 
Aurora, CO 80014, 424 Units

Living features of the apartment complex:
•	 Luxurious clubhouse with flat screen TVs and catering kitchen for pri-

vate parties and community events
•	 Resident business center and conference room
•	 State of the art Fitness Center Treadmills and Body Arc Trainers with 

embedded HDTV, free weights and stretching mats
•	 Spinning studio with Fitness on Demand; Golf Simulator and Infrared 

Sauna
•	 Resort-style swimming pool and jetted spa in lushly landscaped court-

yard with relaxing lounge furniture, BBQ, picnic area and fire pits
•	 On-site bicycle storage areas and ample guest parking
•	 Near great shopping & dining at Iliff Plaza, Town Center at Aurora and 

retail services along I-225 corridor
•	 Close to neighbor-

hood parks including 
Eagle Park, Tierra 
Park, Meadowood 
Park, Olympic Park 
— with many more 
within a 2-mile radius

•	 Central park with 
children’s play-
ground structure

•	 Professional onsite 
management

Yale Apartments 
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FOR RENT
Looking To Rent Or Buy 
one or two bedroom condo. 
Buying condition not impor-
tant, willing to do clean up 
and upgrades. Moving to 
be close to my parents that 
live in the community. Call/
text Val, 842-642-1879, or 
email valene1963@yahoo.
com. 
Mountain Views Wanted. 
Looking for a one- or two-
bedroom unit. I have en-
joyed HG for the past year; 
now it’s time to find a unit 
with mountain views. Golf 
views are nice too! Jean-
nette, 303-917-2993.
RV Rental. Would like to 
rent your RV for my 35-
year class reunion at Cher-
ry Creek Reservoir. Dates 
are Sept 6 to 11, Wednes-
day to Monday. Prefer if 
owner could deliver and 
set up at group campsite. 
Call Val, 832-642-1879, or 
email valene1963@yahoo.
com.
For Rent:  1,400 Sq. Ft.  
2 bedroom, 2 bath. $1,350. 
B208, Unit 305 (third floor). 
Call Susie, 303-745-1815.

FOR SALE
Fair Trade Jewelry. Help 
women in developing coun-
tries become self-sufficient 
while obtaining uniquely 
beautiful handmade jew-
elry. Gina Abegg, 303-923-
3415, www.ginaabegg.
threadsworldwide.com 

SERVICES
Toenail trouble? Thick 
toenails, painful feet, corns 
and calluses? Please call 
Kirsten Antony, RN. Kirsten 
provides in-home medical 

pedicures in the comfort 
and privacy of your own 
home. Kirsten has been 
providing foot care to HG 
residents since 2001. 
Please call 303-668-8992 
for information/appoint-
ment, or visit www.kirst-
enantony.com 
In Home Pedicures & 
Manicures. Can’t get to 
your feet? Call Jeanine, 
303-886-4028. Licensed, 
diabetic care, ingrown toe-
nails. 23 years experience, 
HG resident. 
Want Happy Hands and 
Feet? State licensed, 
served our community for 
20 years. Professional 
manicure, pedicure for shut-
ins, diabetics or coumadin 
therapy. Unable to pamper 
yourself due to thick, tough 
nails, corns, calluses or in-
grown toenails? Call me, 
your HG neighbor, Carme-
la, for an appointment, 720-
775-9672.
Massage Therapy In Your 
Home. For seniors. Mas-
sage can help improve 
circulation, promote relax-
ation, aid in joint mobility, 
and reduce stress and ten-
sion. HG references avail-
able. Call Cheryl Raney, 
CMT, 303-373-1694.
Will Do Your Hair in your 
home. State licensed. 
Shampoo, sets, colors, 
perms. Haircuts on men 
and women. Joy, 303-755-
1097. 
Hair Services. Provided in 
your home. State licensed. 
Men’s and women’s cuts. 
$20. Cheri, 303-725-6334.
In Home Salon Services. 

Hair and nails. Cuts, color, 
perms and styling. Classic 
manicures and pedicures, 
and CND Shellac mani-
cures. All in the comfort of 
your own home. Call Dar-
lene, 920-203-7393, email 
darlene.guild@gmail.com, 
or go to www.darlenessa-
lon.vpweb.com. 
Cat Care. I am a cat mom-
my looking to spoil yours 
with great care, reasonable 
rates. Call Joan, 303-750-
2507. 
Professional Pet Sitter. 
Pet sitting, dog walking, 
overnight visits and more. 
With over 8 years of expe-
rience. Call Crystal, Peek-
A-Boo Pet Sitting, to care 
for your pets when you are 
away. 303-809-4779. 

Just Call Jill. I’m here to 
help. Any task, just ask. 
24-hour airport drop off 
and pick up. Dependable 
rides. HG resident senior 
concierge. Last-minute ap-
pointments OK. 303-929-
6351.
Companion/Loving Care-
giver. Highly experienced 
caregiver for all your 
needs. Dependable and 
will offer quality care for 
all your needs. Affordable 
rates. Available Mon–Sun. 
References available. Call 
Rose, 720-329-8067. 
Companion/Helper for 
shopping, cooking, trans-
portation, light housekeep-
ing, moral support, pet 
care. No extra charge for 
sense of humor, commit-
ment and integrity. HG ref-
erences upon request. Call 
Sue, 303-324-1010. 

Companion, Caregiver, 
CNA, PCA. 14 years ex-
perience. Dependable, 
compassionate, integrity. 
Grocery shopping, doctor, 
hair appointments, laun-
dry, companion. Afford-
able rates. HG references. 
Available Mon.–Fri. 8 am–
noon, Sat. by appt. only. 
Sarah Lee, 720-297-3317.
Need Help? Companion, 
errands, housekeeping, 
grocery shopping. Plus 
dog/cat sitting, walking, 
boarding at my house. 
Reasonable. Janet, 303-
987-2661. 
Experienced, Loving 
Caregiver Available. 
Housecleaning, light cook-
ing, grocery shopping with 
you or can deliver. Trans-
portation for doctor ap-
pointments or errands. Any 
day of the week. Referenc-
es available. Call Cindy, 
303-910-7405. 
May I Help You? Excep-
tional experienced care-
giving, and appointments, 
errands, shopping, meals 
and DIA trips. For trans-
portation, perfect driving 
record. HG resident, many 
references. Call Sandi, 
303-745-5249. 
Cut Rate Hauling. Junk 
and trash removal. All 
phases of rubbish removal. 
720-434-8042, 720-519-
5559. Call today.
Hauling — Estate Clea-
nout Service. General fur-
niture removal, estate dis-
persal. Remove unwanted 
junk or appliances, or com-
plete unit cleanout. David, 
720-879-7173. 
Have Truck, Will Haul. 
One lady, one truck. HG 
resident helps with “light” 
moves, packing, sorting, 
donating, store pickup/
returns, to/from storage. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Deadline is the 15th of each month. Rate is 30¢ per word with a $6 
minimum. Write your ad and deliver with a check payable to Heather ’n Yon, at 2888 S. HG Way. Keep 
ads short (50 word maximum). Publication does not imply endorsement. Call Mary Hafka, 303-368-
7559; e-mail: mhafka@comcast.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING



August 2017, Heather ’n Yon    59

required; just a clean back-
ground check. Interested? 
Contact kberkey@aurora-
gov.org, or 303-739-7889.
Household Chemical 
Roundup
	 Volunteers are needed 
to register participants, un-
load vehicles, direct traffic 
and staff collection stations 
on Sept. 9. Shifts: 8 am– 
1 pm; 11:15 am–4:15 pm. 
Volunteers do not need to 

wait in line to drop off chemi-
cals. They will receive lunch 
and a gift. While the event 
is for residents only, non-
residents who volunteer can 
drop off household prod-
ucts for disposal. Informa-
tion, contact Mary Dawson, 
mdawson@auroragov.org, 
or 303-739-7372.
University of Denver
Enrichment Program: Stim-
ulate Your Mind, Reawaken 
Your Curiosity
	 The fall programs have 
been announced. Choose 

cultural connections in art 
history, history, nature/sci-
ence, or nutrition. Faculty 
showcase: current issues, 
history, literature, philoso-
phy, religion, writing.
	 Programs cost $20–
165, depending on number 
of sessions. Some include 
a field trip to a symphony 
concert or Denver Botanic 
Gardens. Registration is 
required. For brochure, call 
303-871-2291, or www.uni-
versitycollege.du.edu/en-
richment.
	 Osher Lifelong Learn-

ing Inst. (OLLI) at DU should 
announce its classes soon. 
These expand the aca-
demic classes for adults 50 
years of age or “better.” Call 
Debra Loftin, 303-871-3090, 
debra.loftin@du.edu.
	 Classes cover academ-
ic subjects in history, music, 
political science, writing, 
literature, philosophy, sci-
ence, religion, global issues, 
and more. Workshops and 
seminars expand the OLLI 
academic curriculum for 
adults. 

Rearrange furniture. Af-
fordable rates. Call Anna, 
303-877-0475.
Cleaning With A Caring 
Touch LLC. Do not let just 
anyone do your cleaning. 
Let me do it for you. 15 
years experience. Hon-
est, dependable, friendly, 
insured, professional, with 
an eye for details. Weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly, deep 
cleans. Move ins/outs. For 
a free estimate, call Wen-
dy, 303-803-2036.
House Cleaning. Many 
cleans at HG. Respon-
sible, once monthly, twice 
monthly. Susan, 303-537-
5785.
House Cleaner. Honest 
with references at HG. 25 
years experience. 303-
493-1841.
Windows Cleaned by 
Mike: Leaving the area. 
Chris Lewon, an outstand-

ing window cleaner for 20 
years, will be able to take 
care of my clients. Please 
call Chris, at the same 
number, 303-756-8408. 
Check out Chris’ website: 
www.NewSystemRestora-
tion.com for his other ser-
vices. 
Lanai Windows Washed 
or other odd Jobs. Call Bri-
an Bergner, 720-429-6329. 
Son of HG residents.
Al’s Window Washing. 
HG resident with HG refer-
rals. 10 percent discount, 
HG residents. Reliable and 
reasonable rates. 720-237-
4041.
Knives, Scissors, Yard 
Tools Sharpened. Cash 
or check accepted. Call 
Paul Burns, 303-750-8750. 
Chair Caning, Rush, 
Reed, Wicker repair. 40 
years experience, let ME 
repair or teach YOU how. 

Supplies. Multi-designed 
foot stools for sale. HG 
resident. Phyllis Lann, 720-
535-8531. 
Need Some Interior Dé-
cor Ideas? Do you want 
more exciting rooms? I can 
help you. Interior design 
consulting. Choosing fur-
niture, accessories, paint 
colors, framed art. I do all 
window coverings: drap-
ery, blinds, shutters. Kathy 
Liss, Heather Gardens In-
teriors, 303-618-2599.
“Stitch In Time” Altera-
tions, Sewing. Will meet 
at your home or mine. 
Reasonable rates. HG res-
ident. Betty, 303-752-1730, 
303-489-0162.
Notary: HG Resident. 
I’ll come to you. No trip 
charge. Reasonable rates. 
Call Nancy, 303-902-6166. 
Free Legal Coaching. Re-
tired attorney. Estate plan-

ning. Business law, family 
law. Call 303-367-1980.
“Successful Aging” Ad-
vocate. We can’t “practice” 
aging. Create your aging 
life plan through proactive 
wellness, legal and lifestyle 
planning. I have decades 
of experience working with 
aging adults as a physi-
cal therapist, elder-law at-
torney and aging-in-place 
specialist. Home visits. 
Call Michele M. Lawonn, 
Esq., PT, CAPS. 303-929-
0545.

WANTED
Electric Scooters. Want-
ed to buy. Alan, 303-232-
1212. HG resident, serving 
HG 13 years.
Wanted: Silver Coins and 
Knives. Alan, 303-232-
1212. HG resident, serving 
HG 13 years. 

FYI…from page 46

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

Steve Frost
Plumbing Service Co.

303-841-4085

Renovations by David

David

Hardwood, Laminate and Tile Flooring 
Bathroom Remodeling-Painting-Carpentry 
Wallpaper. 30 years experience/local refs

303-547-4280
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Full Window Cleaning and 
Screen Mesh Replacement

	 HG Discount

Yellowtail Window Cleaning

Bernie 720-232-4779

SERVICE DIRECTORY

303-332-8462

Licensed • Insured • Senior Citizen Discount
New Installations • Repair • Remodel

All Plumbing Problems • Drain Cleaning

A+ Plumbing

Oleg

A Pane in the Glass
Full Service glass, screen and window replacement
Lanai, Patio Door, Window and Closet Door Repairs
Prompt • Courteous • Professional • Reliable Service

7% Discount for HG Residents
Michael Garcia 303-478-6768

Ready and Willing to Help
Administrative/Typing needs, Bill Pay/Personal 

Bookkeeping, Home/Office Organization,  
Transportation, Meal Prep, Med tracking,  

Pet Sitting, and so much more! Call for a brochure.
Holly Emick 303-349-6631

Painting and Wallpapering by Nathan
Quality Work at Reasonable Rates.

Crown Molding • Baseboard • Chair Rail Installation
Drywall • Texturing • Faux Paint • Cabinets • Handyman

Honest and Reliable
Nathan Cordova 303-341-5542
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Al’s Chair Repair
Frames Reglued • Springs fixed • Furniture re-
paired and refinished • 30 years experience • 

HG references

Call Al Martinez 303-820-3102 
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	 During these languid, lazy days 
of summer, readers probably have 
been too busy to keep up on local 
and national news. Here’s what 
you’ve missed while you’ve been 
sunning, surfing and otherwise vaca-
tioning. (Wait, you’ve been surfing? 
What an active group lives here!)
	 Bear Makes Citizen’s Arrest. 
In Anchorage, Alaska, a black bear 
climbed on top of a female camper, 
who was inside a tent, and held 
her until local police arrived. Police 
received a call that a bear might be 
inside a tent, possibly with a person 
inside, and responded to the scene.
	 The police found no bear when 
they reached the campsite. A woman 
in a sleeping bag told officers she 
had played dead when the bear 
climbed on top of her, and it left.
	 Officers determined the woman 
camper was wanted on a failure-to-
appear warrant, for disorderly con-
duct, and took her into custody. She 
subsequently was ticketed for feed-
ing wildlife, after police found food 
and trash around her campsite. 
	 Keep Calm and Keep Blinking. 
The British Medical Journal reported 
doctors prepping a patient for cata-
ract surgery discovered she had 27 
contact lenses inserted in one eye. 
The patient said she had been wear-
ing contact lenses for 35 years, but 
rarely visited the eye doctor.
	 The publishers of the article 
said, “most doctors didn’t think it 
was possible for someone to lose 
so many contact lenses in their eyes 
without suffering from severe symp-
toms.” After doctors removed the 27 
stuck-together contacts, the patient 
reported, “her eyes felt a lot more 
comfortable.”    
	 Swipe Left If You Voted for 
Trump. According to The Sac
ramento Bee, the newest way to 
weed out prospective romantic inter-
ests, in online dating, is to ask, Did 
you vote for Trump? Some want to 
date only fellow Trump voters, while 
others don’t want to be in the same 

room (or bar) with someone who did.
One user has cautioned, on his/her 
dating site, “Trump voters, please 
swipe left, and go to your room and 
think about what you done.”
	 “His presidency has created this 
new deal breaker,” advised one rela-
tionship coach. (This is California — 
they have relationship coaches.)
	 The criteria online daters once 
used included age, religion, wanting 
kids, or common interests. A 2016 
study by Pew reveals that 70 per-
cent of Democrats and 63 percent 
of Republicans say who a person 
voted for says a lot about the kind of 
person they are. 
	 “Politics has moved into the bed-
room,” said a Los Angeles-based 
online-dating coach. (They have 
those in California, too.) 
	 If you register on Tinder, or 
Bumble or Match.com, don’t forget 
to play the Trump card. Opening with 
the “To Trump or not to Trump” salvo 
probably saves a lot of time. 
	 The Devil Made the Drone Do 
It. In South Carolina, an inmate 
escaped from a maximum-security 
prison, using wire cutters flown to 
him by a drone. The inmate cut 
through four wire fences, making his 
escape after leaving a dummy in his 
bed that fooled guards. He had an 
18-hour head start, but was caught 
soon after. Prison officials called the 
drone-assisted breakout, “a devil-
ishly hard-to-stop means of escape.”
	 A prison consultant on the 
scene said he wasn’t aware of any 
other U.S. prison escapes aided by 
drones. 
	 Run Amok at Red Rocks. 
Nothing says “summer” like a con-
cert at Red Rocks outdoor amphithe-
ater. Or like some of our local wildlife 
– animal and human – running amok 
amid tourists. 
	 An erratic driver struck two 
pedestrians, then crashed into nine 
parked cars at a recent Red Rocks 
concert, featuring “Pink Martini.” He 
then tried to flee in his battered car, 

but succeeded only in tumbling into a 
ravine. After rolling 300 feet into the 
steep ravine, he had to be rescued 
by firefighters and paramedics, using 
a series of ropes attached to a pulley 
system. 
	 “It took a few hours,” explained 
the spokesperson for West Metro 
Fire District.
	 The pedestrians suffered only 
minor injuries.
	  “It was a bear getting the car out 
of the ravine, though,” the fire depart-
ment spokesperson said.
	 I speculate the surfeit of pink 
martinis weren’t limited to the stage. 
	 From The Better Late Than 
Never Department. The University 
of Colorado, Boulder, Board of 
Regents, declared 2017, “the year 
of the woman,” at its summer retreat 
in Estes Park. For the first time in 
the university’s 140-year history, the 
chair and vice chair of the Board of 
Regents are women.
	 With 130 Sheep, You Get 
Two Asses. The city of Aurora has 
improved upon the national pro-
gram of holistic-conservation graz-
ing, reported The Aurora Sentinel, 
using goats and sheep as a more 
eco-friendly way of clearing weeds 
and grasses. Aurora has added a 
new mix to the formula, as the Plains 
Conservation Center has found that 
with every 100 or so sheep used to 
clear a pasture, it’s wise to toss in 
two donkeys.
	 The donkeys are natural ene-
mies of the coyote. 
	 “Coyotes don’t want to mess 
with an animal that much bigger than 
them,” a city official explained.
	 The sheep have been charged 
with clearing 1,000 acres of Aurora 
prairie grasslands, getting rotated to 
a new area every three days, or so. 
Sheep complete a 15-acre section 
at a time, aerating the arid soil and 
promoting the growth of a new gen-
eration of grasses. 
	 The donkeys are charged with 
keeping coyotes from snacking on 
the sheep. Donkeys, by their nature, 
are protective animals, and run off 
any coyotes that venture too near. 
	 Aurora, therefore, has improved 
on the holistic-grazing formula. The 
130 Plus Two Platoon will munch 
through August, then winter in Castle 
Rock, before resuming their vital 
work next spring. 

by Mary Hafka

Here’s what’s happened, while 
you’ve been summering

Overheard  @ HG






